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THE COVER 


We thank Jamie Baker for the image of the Inca Dove (Columbina inca) taken 9 
August 2016 at Schochoh, Logan County (see Fall 2016 Season, p. 10). 
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FALL 2016 SEASON 


Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 


Weather conditions during fall 2016 were quite variable during the four-month period 
August through November. Average temperature recorded at all major stations was a bit 
above normal during August, but significantly warmer than normal during September 
through November with October being the most extreme (6.5-7.0°F above normal) state- 
wide. Precipitation was well above normal during August, with all major stations recording 
at least one-and-a-half times the normal amount and Paducah recording a record amount of 
rainfall (9.6 in [ca. three and a half times normal]). In contrast, September was dry across 
the state with most stations recording one-half to one-fourth the normal amount of precip- 
itation. Even drier conditions took hold during October and November, when precipitation 
became particularly scarce and drought conditions began to appear in many areas. In fact, 
most major stations recorded less than an inch of rainfall during both months. It was driest 
during October, when Paducah recorded only about a tenth of normal precipitation. 

Excessive rainfall during July and August resulted in the appearance of transient lakes, 
particularly across southern Kentucky, which persisted into the fall season and provided the 
best shorebird habitat during the period. Rarity highlights included Black-bellied Whistling- 
Duck, Cinnamon Teal, Swallow-tailed Kite, Inca Dove, White-winged Dove, and Say’s 
Phoebe. For the first time in three years, numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches appeared, but 
irruptive winter finches, particularly Pine Siskins, were very scarce. 

Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic 
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are 
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 

Abbreviations — County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ba.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird 
was banded; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was 
documented with photograph(s); “t” next to an observer’s initials indicates that written 
details were submitted with the report. Place names: Anchorage Trail, Jefferson; Ballard 
WMA, Ballard; Barkley Dam, Livingston/Lyon; Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren;, Beckley 
Creek Park, e. Jefferson; Blood River = Blood River embayment, Ky Lake, Calloway; 
Bowling Green, Warren; Camp #9 = Camp #9 Coal Preparation Plant, Union; Camp #11 = 
former Camp #11 Mine, Union; Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan,; Chaney Lake, nw. of 
Woodburn, Warren; Cherokee Park, Jefferson, East Volunteer Mine, e. of Madisonville, 
Hopkins, Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson; Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek embayment of Lake 
Cumberland, Pulaski; Frogue Pond, along KY 181 s. of Elkton, Todd; Honker Bay/Honker 
Lake, LBL, Lyon/Trigg, Horse Pond Slough, w. Henderson; Horseshoe Road, sloughs along 
Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; Jacobson Park, Lexington; Jonathan Creek = Jonathan 
Creek embayment, Ky Lake, Marshall; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall, Ky 
Dam Village = Ky Dam Village SRP, Marshall; Ky Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/ 
Livingston/Lyon/Marshall/Trigg, LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation 
Area, Lyon/Trigg, Lexington, Fayette, Mammoth Cave = Mammoth Cave National Park, 
Edmonson, McElroy Lake, n. of Woodburn, Warren; Melco = Melco flood retention basin, 
Jefferson; Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan; Mitchell Lake, Ballard 
WMA; Morgan Pond, nw. of Oak Grove, s. Christian; Murl Pond = transient pond s. of 
Murl, Wayne; nw. of Powderly = Muhlenberg County Rail Trail nw. of Powderly; Pfeiffer 
Fish Hatchery, n. Franklin; Sand Slough, along West Franklin Road, w. Henderson; 
Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson; Schochoh, Logan; Sinclair = 
Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Sledd Creek = Sledd Creek embayment, Ky 
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Lake, Marshall; Spindletop Farm = University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm, 
Fayette; SNP = State Nature Preserve; SP = State Park; SRP = State Resort Park; Surrey 
Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson; Swallow Spring Pond, n. of Beverly, Christian, Van Buren = Van 
Buren boat ramp, Taylorsville Lake, Anderson; Wildcat Creek = Wildcat Creek 
embayment, Ky Lake, Calloway; WMA = Wildlife Management Area, Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell. 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck — at least 2. Wood Duck — 120 at Sand Slough 31 Au- 
lingered from summer at West Paducah, gust (BP) represented the peak count for 
McCracken, to 16 September (PC). the season. 


Greater White-fronted Goose — reports of Gadwall — the summering male at Morgan 
interest included 1 at the Pfeiffer Fish — Pond was last seen 12 August (JH); other- 


Hatchery (JSo), 60 over Bowling Green 
(TD), and flocks of 98 and 60 over Surrey 
Hills Farm (BP), all 19 October; 85 at 
Morgan Pond 20 October (JH) with 130 
there 21 October (JH); 3000 at Sauerheber 
by 16 November (CC) with 4000 there by 
27 November (CC); and 1 along Friend- 
ship Road, Rockcastle, 22 November 


wise, | at Spindletop Farm 17 September 
(DSv, LCo) was the earliest to be repor- 
ted. Modest peak counts of interest in- 
cluded 100 at Morgan Pond 6 October 
(C&SR) with 150 there 30 October (JH), 
150 at Sauerheber 23 October (JM) with 
260 there 20 November (JM), 200 on 
Lake Barkley, Lyon, 24 October (JBa et 


(RD). al.), 130 on Honker Lake/Honker Bay 2 


Snow Goose — 3000 were at Sauerheber by | November (BL), and 185 at Jonathan 
27 November (CC). Creek 19 November (HC). 


Ross’s Goose — 1 at Sauerheber 27 No- American Wigeon — 120 at Sauerheber 27 


vember (JM) was the only one reported. November (JM) represented the peak 


Cackling Goose — 1 at Surrey Hills Farm count for the season. 


20-29 October (ph. BP et al.) represented Blue-winged Teal — local peak counts of in- 
a new early arrival date for the state by six terest included 550 at McElroy Lake 4 
days; 11 were at the Reformatory Lake, September (TD) with ca. 250 there 6 Sep- 
Oldham, 4 November (ph. BWu). tember (BP); 95 at Blood River 14 Sep- 
tember (HC); 200 at Honker Lake/Honker 
Bay 20 September (RCr); 166 at Camp #9 
and 120 at Camp #11, both 21 September 
(BP); 95 at the Falls of the Ohio 20 Sep- 
tember (DSt); and 500 at Morgan Pond 28 
September (JH) with ca. 400 there 29 Sep- 
tember (BP) and 125 still there 7 October 
(JH). 


Cinnamon Teal — 1 was reported at Jac- 
obson Park 10 September (ph. RO, ph. 
LCo, DSv). KBRC review required. 


| Northern Shoveler — 110 at Sauerheber 20 
November (JM, RCh) represented a mod- 
est peak count for the season. 


Northern Pintail — 19 at Morgan Pond 20 
October (JH), 18 on Ky Lake, Calloway, 
28 October (HC), and 20 at Sauerheber 27 
November (JM) represented modest peak 
counts for the season. 


Cackling Goose, Jefferson 
20 October 2016 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Tundra Swan — 15 were first observed at 
Sauerheber 20 November (CC). 


2017 


Green-winged Teal — 150 at Sauerheber 2 
November (CC) with 175 there 27 No- 
vember (JM) represented the peak counts 
for the season. 


Redhead — the summering male at Freeman 
Lake, Hardin, was reported 11 September 
& 22 October (JSn). 


Ring-necked Duck — 175 at Sauerheber 20 
November (JM) and 348 on Fagan Branch 
Lake, Marion, 30 November (RD) rep- 
resented the peak counts for the season. 


Lesser Scaup — a male at the Brown Power 
Plant, Mercer, 16 September (BWu, TQ, 
TS, BP) may have summered there; 300 
on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 24 October (JBa 
et al.) represented a modest peak count for 
the season. 


White-winged Scoter — there was only one 
report: 3 on Barren River Lake 24 No- 
vember (TB). 


Black Scoter — there were three reports: 2 
on Green River Lake, Adair, 12 Novem- 
ber (RD), and 7 on the Ohio River at the 
Falls of the Ohio 12-13 November (EHu 
et al.) with at least 1 at the same locale 20 
November (AM, BBC). 


Long-tailed Duck — there was one report: 2 
on Lexington Reservoir #2 & #3 on 26 
October (ph. DSv) that established a new 
early arrival date for the state by nearly a 
week. 


Common Merganser — 8 on the Levisa 
Fork, Pike, 31 October (SF) were odd for 
the season and could possibly suggest a 
family group raised locally. 


Red-breasted Merganser — 2 on Morgan 
Pond 20 October (JH) were the earliest to 
be reported. 


Ruddy Duck — a male was on Morgan Pond 
17 August (ph. SA) with a female present 
there 29 September+ (BP) and 4 there by 
14 October (SA, TG, SG). 


Common Loon — 2 on Cave Run Lake 3 
September (RD) with 4 there 4 September 
(RCr) and 2 on Lake Cumberland above 
Wolf Creek Dam 16-18 September (BWu, 
TS, TQ, BP) were the earliest to be repor- 
ted; modest peak counts during the season 
included 48 on Barren River Lake (BP) 
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and 74 on Green River Lake, Adair (RD), 
both 20 November, and 75 on Green 
River Lake, Adair/Taylor, 26 November 
(RBo). 


Pied-billed Grebe — at least 98 (including at 
least four family groups of chicks [some 
tiny]) were counted at Morgan Pond 25 
September (BP et al.) with peak counts of 
no less than 126 (including several family 
groups) there 3 October (BP et al.), 165 
counted there 8 October (HC, ME, JH), 
and 100 still there 21 October (JH). 


Horned Grebe — 1 on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 
and 15 on Ky Lake, Marshall, both 24 
October (JBa, BP) were the earliest to be 
reported. 


American White Pelican — reports of in- 
terest included 1 on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 5 
August (BP, MMo); 31 at Blood River 20 
August (HC) with dozens present on both 
Ky Lake and Lake Barkley by the first 
week of September; 1200 at Blood River 
21 September (HC); 562 at Jonathan 
Creek 24 September (ME et al.) with 700 
there 18 October (HC); 24 on Morgan 
Pond 22 October (ph. SA, JH); and 1 on 
the Walnut Creek embayment, Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 20 November (ph. BP). 


American Bittern — there were reports from 
three locales: singles at Morgan Pond 1/ 
3/15 October (JH, ph. SA/ph. JBa, TG, 
SA, BP/JH); 1 at Sauerheber 15 October 
(BP, BBC); and 1 along KY 239 at Bayou 
de Chien, Hickman, 9 November (MG). 


Least Bittern — nesting birds continued at 
Sinclair into August (SG, TG, et al.) with 
2 last seen there 25 August (JSo). 


Great Blue Heron — a tally of 75 at the 
Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery 26 August (JSo) 
was relatively impressive. 


Great Egret — local peak counts of interest 
included 300 at Horseshoe Road 22 Au- 
gust (CC) with 60 at Horse Pond Slough 
and 370 e. of Horseshoe Road, both 31 
August (BP); at least 12 at McElroy Lake 
6 September (BP); 20 at Jacobson Park 12 
September (DR); 45 along Binns Mill 
Road, Christian, 14 September (SB); 64 at 
Van Buren 30 September (BP, MMo); 52 
at Morgan Pond 6 October (SA et al.); and 
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35 at Sinclair 3 November (CBI). Singles 
lingered at the Falls of the Ohio (m. ob.), 
at Sandy Watkins Park, Henderson (CC), 
at Jonathan Creek (ME), and e. of Morgan 
Pond (SA) into the last week of Novem- 
ber 


Snowy Egret — reports of interest included 
up to 15 [23 August] at and near Horse- 
shoe Road 3-31 August (ph. CC) with a 
few additional birds elsewhere in w. Hen- 
derson and n. Union during August to 6 
September (CC); 51 at Mitchell Lake 16 
August (RD, SD); 3 at the East Volunteer 
Mine 17 August (TG, SG) with 2 still 
there 22 August (TG, SG); 1 at the Falls 
of the Ohio 19 August-15 September (BP, 
DSt, JBa, et al.); 1 at Melco 1-5 Sep- 
tember (BP, JBa, et al.); and 2 at the 
Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery 4-24 September 
(LCo, DSv, ph. TQ, TS, et al.) with 3 
there 7 September (ph. BDe). One at 
Wildcat Creek 6 October (HC) was the 
latest to be reported. 


Little Blue Heron — reports of interest in- 
cluded 1-3 at various locales in w. Hen- 
derson 3-31 August (CC et al); 2 contin- 
uing at Wood Creek Lake, Laurel, 4 
August (AK); 12 at Sinclair 9-19 August 
(ph. TG, SG) with 1 there to 25 August 
(JSo, DLa); 1 at the East Volunteer Mine 
17 August (TG, SG) with 2 nearby in the 
Flat Creek Bottoms, Peabody WMA, 
Hopkins, 22 August (TG, SG); 2 at the 
Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery 26 August (JSo); 1 
along KY 200 ne. of Powersburg, Wayne, 
27 August (RD, ph. RBo, JSc); 1 at Hays 
Kennedy Park, Jefferson, 28-31 August 
(JBa et al.); 1-2 e. of Richmond, Madison, 
29 August (EWm); 4 along Uniontown- 
Mt. Vernon Road 2 September (KM); 2 at 
McElroy Lake 2 September (TD) with 7 
there 4 September (TD) and 6 there 6 Sep- 
tember (BP); and 1 along C. Cauley Road, 
Logan, 6 September (BP). 


Cattle Egret — nesting birds were still pres- 
ent at one of the islands above Barkley 
Dam 25 September (BP). Reports of birds 
outside of the far w. portion of the state 
included 1 nw. of Geneva, Henderson, 3 
August (ph. CC); 1 at Morgan Pond 27 
September (ph. SA); and a tardy indiv- 


Vol. 93 


idual n. of Burlington, Boone, 8 Novem- 
ber (LM). 


Green Heron — | at Oak Grove, Christian, 
14 October (SA) was the latest to be re- 
ported. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — a juv. was 
at Brown’s Ford, Barren River Lake, 
Allen, 12 September (BB, LCr). 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — there were 
reports from five locales: 1-2 along Cy- 
press Creek, Marshall, during August 
(BP, MMo, et al.); 1 at the Falls of the 
Ohio 16 August (ph. PS); 1 at Sand 
Slough 28 August (ph. CC): 1 at the High- 
land Creek Unit Sloughs WMA, Union, 
16 September (KM); and 1-3 at Swallow 
Spring Pond 17-23 September (ph. SA, 
JH, et al.). 


Glossy/White-faced Ibis — a Plegadis ibis 
was seen at Swallow Spring Pond 19 Sep- 
tember (TJH). 


Black Vulture — 150 at the Falls of the Ohio 
20 August (AM, BBC) represented the 
peak count for the season. 


Swallow-tailed Kite — 1 was nw. of Har- 
rodsburg, Mercer, 1 August (ph. KD). 
KBRC review required. 


Mississippi Kite — reports of interest in- 
cluded 1 at Sinclair 2 August (BP, LM); 4 
over the West Ky Pkwy n. of Dawson 
Springs, Hopkins, 5 August (MMo, BP); 
an ad. feeding a juv. at Cherokee Park, 14 
August (BP, JSt); and 1 just ne. of St. 
Matthews, Jefferson, 15 August (RFa). 


Virginia Rail — there were four reports: 2 
heard at Sinclair 20 September (TG, SG); 
1 found injured at Louisville 29 Septem- 
ber (ph. LJ); singles at Morgan Pond 1/9 
October (JH, SA/JBa, JW, BP, TG, SG); 
and 1 nw. of Powderly 12 October (TG) 


Sora — reports of interest included 1 to a few 
seen/heard at Morgan Pond 21 Septem- 
ber—20 October (JH, SA, et al.) with at 
least 10 there 25 September (BP et al.) 
and at least 20 seen/heard there 29 Sep- 
tember & 3 October (BP et al.); at least 17 
at Sauerheber 15 October (BP, BBC); and 
2 last heard at Sauerheber 30 October 
(CC). 


2017 


Common Gallinule — there were reports 
from two locales: 1 heard at Adkins 
Swamp, Sinclair, 25 August (JSo, DLa) 
and 1 heard nw. of Powderly 19 Septem- 
ber (TG, SG). 


American Coot — 1 at Ky Dam Village 21 
September (RCr), 7 at Morgan Pond 25 
September (BP et al.), and 4 at Camp 
Ernst Lake, Boone, 28 September (LM) 
were the earliest to be reported. 


Black-necked Stilt — 1 at Blood River 19 
September (HC, MTr) was the only one 
reported. 


American Avocet — it was a good season 
with reports from eight locales: 1 at Murl 
Pond 20-21 August (ph. RD, ph. RBo, et 
al.); 1 at Sand Slough 26 August—3 Sep- 
tember (ph. BY, JM, KM, et al.); 1 at the 
Grassy Pond-Powells Lake Unit Sloughs 
WMA, Henderson, 27 August (ph. CC); 4 
at the Falls of the Ohio 9-10 September 
(TB, DSt, et al.) with 1 there 23 Sep- 
tember (DSt); 4 at Jonathan Creek 10 Sep- 
tember (ph. HC) with 1 continuing there 
to 26 September (MMi, HC, et al.); 4 at 
Morgan Pond 28 September—2 October 
(JH, ph. SA, et al.) with 5 there 3-8 Octo- 
ber (ph. SA, JBa, TG, BP, et al.); 1 at 
Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 10-17 October 
(TD); and 1 at Minor Clark 23-25 October 
(ph. VS, ph. JSo, MW). 


Black-bellied Plover — there were reports 
from six locales: | at the Falls of the Ohio 
13 August (BP) with 1-2 there on several 
dates 15 September—3 October (JBa et 
al.); 1 n. of Howel, Christian, 17 Septem- 
ber (ph. SA); 2 at Jonathan Creek 5 
October (HC) with 1 there to 11 October 
(HC, ME); 1-2 at Blood River on a few 
dates 19 September—13 October (HC et 
al.); 1 at Morgan Pond 8-30 October (ph. 
SA, JH, et al.) with 2 there 26 October 
(SA); and 1 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 10 
October (TD). 


American Golden-Plover — reports of in- 
terest included 1 at the Grassy Pond/Pow- 
ells Lake Unit Sloughs WMA, Hender- 
son, 3 September (CC): 2 at McElroy 
Lake 4 September (TD); 2 at Chaney Lake 
and 7 along KY 100 e. of Middleton, 
Simpson, both 6 September (BP); at least 
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1 heard over Wolf Creek Dam 17 Sep- 
tember (BP, BWu, TQ, TS); 1-2 at Melco 
on a few dates 18 September—25 October 
(TB, MA, et al.); 3 at Swallow Spring 
Pond 19 September (JH, TG, SG) with 1 
there 21 September (JH, SA); 1 at Morgan 
Pond 25 September (BP et al.) with sev- 
eral there and nearby on numerous dates 
during October (JH, SA, et al.), a peak 
count of 14 there 9 October (JW, BP, et 
al.), and 7 last seen there 3 November (JH, 
CBI); 1 at Minor Clark 30 September 
(LCo, DSv); 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 3 
October (TB, DSt); and a very tardy bird 
at Frogue Pond 26 November (ph. AT). 


Semipalmated Plover — 16 at Horseshoe 
Road 21 August (CC) represented the 
peak count for the season; 1 at Morgan 
Pond 3 October (JH, BP, JBa) was the lat- 
est to be reported. 


Piping Plover — 1 (banded with leg flags) 
was at Fishing Creek 22 August (ph. RD). 


Killdeer — modest peak counts included 200 
along J. Ferguson Road, Simpson, 4 
August (RD); 561 at Mitchell Lake 11 
August (ME, HC); 125 at Fishing Creek 
24 August (RD); at least 125 at McElroy 
Lake, 275 at Chaney Lake, and 185 along 
KY 100 e. of Middleton, Simpson, all 6 
September (BP); 250 at Swallow Spring 
Pond 22 September (JH); 220 at Camp #9 
on 21 September (BP); 350 at Morgan 
Pond 21-25 October (JH et al.); and at 
least 475 on the Walnut Creek embay- 
ment, Barren River Lake 20 November 
(BP). 


Upland Sandpiper — there was one report: | 
at Sinclair 9 August (ph. SG, TG). 


Ruddy Turnstone — there were reports from 
two locales: singles at the Falls of the 
Ohio 28-31 August (JW, BBC, et al.), 17 
September (MA), and 24/29 September 
(BP); and 1 at Minor Clark 31 August—3 
September (ph. LH et al.). 


Stilt Sandpiper — reports of interest includ- 
ing local peak counts included 14 at 
Horseshoe Road 8 August (CC); 3 at Murl 
Pond 18 August—5 September (RD, RBo, 
et al.) with 4 there 27 August (RD, RBo, 
JSc) and 2 there 10-16 September (RD, 
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RBo); 3 at Fishing Creek 22 August (RD); 
13 at Sand Slough and 21 along Union- 
town-Mt. Vernon Road, both 31 August 
(BP); 6 at McElroy Lake and 7 at Chaney 
Lake, both 6 September (BP); 23 at Jon- 
athan Creek 8 September (HC); 19 at 
Blood River 9 September (HC); 8 at Van 
Buren 18 September (BWu, BP, TQ, TS); 
30 at Swallow Spring Pond 19 September 
(TG, SG, SA); and at least 10 at Morgan 
Pond 9 October (BP et al.). Two at Mor- 
gan Pond 21 October (ph. SA, JH) were 
the latest to be reported. 


Sanderling — there were reports from seven 
locales: 1-3 at the Falls of the Ohio on a 
number of dates 13 August (BP)-3 Octo- 
ber (TB, DSt, TQ) with a peak count of 4 
there 20 August (MA); 1 at Minor Clark 
24 August—1 September (DM, LH, MTw, 
DSv, LCo, et al.); 1 at Murl Pond 18/22 
September (RD); 1 at Van Buren 18 Sep- 
tember (BP, BWu, TQ, TS) with 3 there 
20 September (PG); a juv. at Melco 24 
September (BP); 1 at Watson Point on the 
Mississippi River, Fulton, 11 October 
(GM); and 2 tardy birds on Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, 24 October (BP, JBa, TG, SG). 


Dunlin — modest peak counts for the season 


included 34 at Morgan Pond 15 October 
(JH); 13 at Blood River 21 October (HC); 
21 at Jonathan Creek 26 October/13 No- 
vember (HC/HC, ME); and 15 at the Falls 
of the Ohio 13 November (CBI). 


Baird’s Sandpiper — reports of interest in- 


cluded 1 at Murl Pond 27 August (RD); 1- 
2 at the Falls of the Ohio 28 August-4 
September (JW, BBC, et al.); 1 at Horse 
Pond Slough and 2 along Uniontown-Mt. 
Vernon Road, both 31 August (BP); 1-2 at 
Minor Clark 31 August-9 September (LH, 
DSv, LCo, MTw, et al.); 1 at Melco 2-5 
September (MA et al.); 1 at McElroy Lake 
6 September (BP); and 1 at the Brown 
Power Plant, Mercer, 16 September 
(BWu, TQ, TS, BP). 


Least Sandpiper — generally modest peak 


counts included 80 at Horseshoe Road 21 
August (CC); 70 at Horse Pond Slough 
and 55 along Uniontown-Mt. Vernon 
Road, both 31 August (BP); 50+ at Cha- 
ney Lake 6 September (BP); 50 at Murl 
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Pond 12 September (RBo); 182 at Jona- 
than Creek 24 September (BP et al.) with 
204 there 11 November (HC) and 158 still 
there 26 November (ME); and 165 at 
Morgan Pond 15 October (JW, BBC, et 
al.). Reports of tardy flocks included at 
least 8 at Walnut Creek embayment, Bar- 
ren River Lake 20 November (BP); 38 at 
Frogue Pond 26 November (AT); and 3 at 
the J.C. Jones sinkhole ponds, Hart, 29 
November (JSo). 


White-rumped Sandpiper — there were two 


reports: 1 at Murl Pond 5-10 September 
(ph. RD, RBo) and 1 at Morgan Pond 8- 
30 October (JH, ph. SA, et al.). 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper — there were re- 


ports from nine locales: 1-2 at the Falls of 
the Ohio 21 August-17 September (BP, 
MA, et al.) with 3 there 27-28 August 
(BP); 1 at Murl Pond 25 August (RBo, ph. 
RD); 2 at Sand Slough 26/31 August 
(BY/BP); 1 at Fishing Creek 28 August 
(ph. RBo); 2 at Horse Pond Slough 31 
August (BP); 1 at Spindletop Farm 31 
August (LCo, DSv, MTw) with 2 there 1 
September (RO); 1 at Melco 31 August—5 
September (JBa, EHu, BP); 2 at Swallow 
Spring Pond 21 September (ph. SA, JH); 
and a very tardy individual at Morgan 
Pond 2-3 November (ph. SA, JH, ph. CBI) 
that represented a new late departure date 
for the state by three weeks. 


Pectoral Sandpiper — modest peak counts 


included 80 at the East Volunteer Mine 13 
August (TG, SG); 75 at Swallow Spring 
Pond 17/19 September (JH, SA); and 55 
at Morgan Pond 5 October (JH, SA). Two 
at Morgan Pond 3 November (SA, JH) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — 25-30 at Horse 


Pond Slough 31 August (BP) represented 
a modest peak count for the season. 


Western Sandpiper — it was generally ano- 


ther very poor season for the species with 
reports of only 1-2 individuals from only 
seven locales: 2 at Mitchell Lake 11 Au- 
gust (HC); 1 at Murl Pond 18-20 August 
(ph. RD, RBo); 1 at Fishing Creek 28 Au- 
gust (ph. RBo, RD); 1/2 at Blood River 
7/9 September (HC); 1 at Van Buren 18 
September (BP, BWu, TQ, TS); 2 at Lake 
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No. 9, Fulton, 27 September (MG); and 1 
at Morgan Pond 1 October (JH, SA). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — reports of interest 
included 2 at the East Volunteer Mine 13 
August (TG, SG); singles at Murl Pond 20 
August/5 September (RD, RBo); up to 6 
[22 August] at Horseshoe Road during 
August (CC); 2 at Minor Clark 1/3 Sep- 
tember (MTw, DSv, LCo et al.); 1 at Mc- 
Elroy Lake 6 September (BP); and 1 at 
Swallow Spring Pond 17-18 September 
(ph. SA, HC, JH). 


Long-billed Dowitcher — there were reports 
from four locales: small numbers at Mor- 
gan Pond 25 September—30 October (JH, 
ph, SA, BP, et al.) with peak counts of 10 
on 9 October (JW, BP, et al.), 28 on 14 
October (SA, TG, SG), 15 on 15 October 
(BP, BBC, et al.), at least 12 on 21 Octo- 
ber (SG, TG, JH, SA), and 15 on 27 Oc- 
tober (JH); 1 along KY 200 ne. of Pow- 
ersburg, Wayne, 17-20 October with 2 
there 18 October (ph. RBo, ph. RD); 1 at 
Fox Chase Pond, Wayne 20 October (ph. 
RD); and 1 at Jonathan Creek 22-26 Octo- 
ber & 11 November (HC, ME, et al. & 
HC). 


Wilson’s Snipe — 2 at the East Volunteer 
Mine 11 August (TG, ph. SG) were the 
earliest to be reported; 53 at the J.C. Jones 
sinkhole ponds, Hart, 29 November (JSo) 
represented the peak count for the season. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — 2 at Melco 14-15 
August (BP, ph. JW, JSt, et al.) were the 
only ones reported. 


Spotted Sandpiper — 18 at Fishing Creek 
24 August (RD) represented the peak 
count for the season; singles at the Pfeif- 
fer Fish Hatchery 22 October (TQ, RCh, 
GS) and at the Falls of the Ohio 23 Oc- 
tober (BP) were the latest to be reported. 


Greater Yellowlegs — 15 at Swallow Spring 
Pond 17 September (JH, SA) and 30 at 
Morgan Pond 30 September (JH) repre- 
sented the peak counts for the season; 2 at 
Jonathan Creek to 26-30 November (HC, 
ME, JPo) were tardy. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — local peak counts of 
interest included 46 along Uniontown-Mt. 
Vernon Road 2 September (KM); 32 at 
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Chaney Lake 6 September (BP); 52 at 
Swallow Spring Pond 17 September (JH, 
SA); and 60 at Morgan Pond 25 Septem- 
ber (BP, TG, SG, et al.) with 62 there 7 
October (JH). One at Morgan Pond 2 No- 
vember (SA) was the latest to be reported. 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1 at Jacobson Park 13 
October (RO) was the earliest to be repor- 
ted; local peak counts included 460 on 
Green River Lake, Adair, 12 November 
(RD) and more than 400 total on Barren 
River Lake 24/30 November (TB, CBe/ 
JSo). 


Laughing Gull — there were reports from 
four locales: 2 at the Falls of the Ohio 13 
August (JW) with 1 there 5 October (ph. 
TB, CBe); 2 at Ky Dam 3 September 
(7JPo); 1 at Morgan Pond 5 October (ph. 
SA, JH, C&SR); and 1 on Ky Lake s. of 
Ky Dam Village SRP 24 October (BP, 
JBa, TG, SG). 


Franklin’s Gull — there were reports from 
four locales: 1 at Morgan Pond 8 October 
(ph. SA); 2 on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 24 
October (SG, TG, JBa, BP); 1 at Barren 
River Lake 31 October (RBo); and 4 on 
the Ohio River at Louisville 19 November 
(ph. BP et al.). 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — reports of in- 
terest included an ad. at Jonathan Creek 
by 5 September (fHC) with 2 there 19 
November (HC); a first-year bird at Ky 
Dam by 21 September (DSi); singles on 
Lake Barkley near Devil’s Elbow, Trigg, 
on a few dates 8 October—2 November 
(JH, SA, BL); and at least 6 on Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, and 2 at Sledd Creek, all 
24 October (BP, JBa, TG, SG). 


Herring Gull — an ad. was at Ky Dam by 6 
August (BP, MMo) with 4 ads. there 7 
August (BP, MMo). 


Least Tern — reports of interest included 
110 on the Mississippi River at Island No. 
1, Carlisle, 9 August (JBa) and 21 at Mit- 
chell Lake 11 August (HC) with 1 still 
there 16 August (RD, SD). 


Caspian Tern — a count of 14 at Wildcat 
Creek 6 September (HC) represented an 
incredibly modest peak count for the sea- 
son; | on Lake Barkley near Devil’s EI- 
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bow, Trigg, 15 October (SP) was the 
latest to be reported. 


(RBo); and 1 at Cherokee Park 19 Octo- 
ber ({BWo). 


Black Tern — reports of interest included 2 Barn Owl — there were four reports: 1 along 


at Mitchell Lake 11 August (HC); small 
numbers at Morgan Pond 12-29 August 
(JH, ph. SA, et al.) with a peak count of 
23 there 9 September (ph. SA); 2 at Minor 
Clark 15 August (DSv, LCo); 10 at Wolf 
Creek Dam 20 August (RD); 1-2 at the 
Falls of the Ohio on a few dates 27 Au- 
gust-18 September (TB, CBe, DSt, AM, 
et al.); 1 on the Ohio River at the mouth 
of Sugar Creek, Gallatin, 28 August (ph. 
RCr); 5 at Jacobson Park 9 September 
(LCo, DSv, et al.) with 3 there 11 Septem- 
ber (RCh, LCo); and 1 at Parsons Pond, 
Logan, 15 September (FL). 


Common Tern — | at Jonathan Creek 13 
September (HC) was the only one repor- 
ted. 


Forster’s Tern — local peak counts of inter- 
est included 65 at Jonathan Creek 8 Sep- 
tember (HC) with 100-120 there 8 No- 
vember (MM1); ca. 120 on Ky Lake at the 
mouth of Little Bear Creek, Marshall, 24 
September (BP, TG); ca. 100 at Sledd 
Creek 25 September (BP et al.); 75 on 
Lake Barkley, Lyon, 24 October (JBa, BP, 
et al.); and 71 on Ky Lake off Bailey 
Hollow, Calloway, 16 November (HC). 


Inca Dove — | was at Schochoh 7-9 August 
(ph. ST, DT, et al.). KBRC review re- 
quired. 


White-winged Dove — | was present on the 
se. side of Lexington 24-26 November 
(ph. DSv et al.). KBRC review required. 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — singles at Lake 
Cumberland WMA, Pulaski, and near 
Kingbee, Pulaski (RD), and at Cherokee 
Park (BWo), all 19 October, and at Mt. 
Zion, Pulaski, 20 October (RD) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Black-billed Cuckoo — there were six re- 
ports: 1 at Adair WMA, Boone, 24 August 
(tLM); 1 at Big Bone Lick SP, Boone, 27 
September (LM); 1 at Beckley Creek 
Park 6 October (*PB, JBe); 1 at Beargrass 
Creek SNP, Louisville, 7 October (BWo, 
ph. KB); 1 s. of Murl, Wayne, 9 October 


Binns Mill Road, Christian, a few times 
during the season (SB); a road-killed bird 
at Schochoh 24 September (DT, fide ST) 
with another a little e. of Schochoh 26 
November (ST); and 1 heard at Surrey 
Hills Farm 4 November (BP et al.). 


Short-eared Owl — there were only two re- 


ports: 1 was first seen at Sinclair 10 No- 
vember (P&SF) with 4 there 25 Novem- 
ber (P&SF); and 1 along Bliss Road, 
Adair, 26 November (DC). 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — it was a good 


season for the species with 47 new birds 
banded at Surrey Hills Farm 21 October— 
20 November (MMo et al.) with peak 
counts of 14 banded 3-4 November 
(MMo) and 10 banded 5-6 November 
(MMo); a bird was caught 20 November 
that had originally been banded at White- 
fish Point Bird Observatory, Chippewa, 
MI, 29 May 2014 (MMo). Also reported 
was | on the se. side of Lexington 12-13 
November (ph. DSv et al.) and an injured 
bird retrieved near Cherokee Park and 
sent to Raptor Rehabilitation of Kentucky 
26 November (fide EWr). 


Common Nighthawk — peak counts of mi- 


grants included 175 in ne. Jefferson 26 
August (JW) with 125 at the same locale 8 
September (JW); 60 at Berea, Madison 
(JA), and at least 55 w. of Frankfort, 
Franklin (TQ), both 29 August; and 315 
ne. of Defoe, Henry, 31 August (RR). 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird — singles 


wnw. of Greenville, Muhlenberg, 22 Oc- 
tober (TG); at Murray, Calloway, 23 Oc- 
tober (ME); and at the UK Arboretum, 
Lexington, 25 October (ph. WM), and 2 
sw. of Hubble, Lincoln, 29-31 October 
(JE) were the latest to be reported. 


Rufous Hummingbird — there were two re- 


ports: an imm. female at Salt Lick Bend, 
Cumberland, 3 November into December 
(banded 20 November) (SJ, ba. BP) and 
an imm. male at Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 
ca. 13 November into December (BDa, 
ph. JBa). 
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Merlin — singles at Cox’s Park, Louisville, 
30 August (ph. DLu, TLu) and at Jac- 
obson Park 11 September (DSv, ph. LCo) 
were the earliest to be reported; singles 
were reported at more than a dozen addi- 
tional locales during the season (mostly 
eBird data); also, 2 were at Spindletop 
Farm 13 November (DLa, MTw, ASK). 


Peregrine Falcon — reports of birds away 
from known nesting territories included 1 
over Ky Dam 7 August (MMo, BP); 1 
along Uniontown-Mt. Vernon Road 2 
September (KM); 1 at Minor Clark 9 Sep- 
tember (RL); singles at Swallow Spring 
Pond 11/19 September (SA/JH); singles at 
Jonathan Creek 11 September (TG, SG) & 
13/26 November (HC, ME/ME); singles 
at Morgan Pond 28 September/1 October 
(TG, SG/JH, SA) with 2 there 3 October 
(JBa, BP, TG, SA); 2 at Spindletop Farm 
2 October (DLa, NB); singles at Schochoh 
2/15 October (ST); 1 at Beckley Creek 
Park 8 October (PB, JBe); singles at 
Mammoth Cave 27 September (TD) and 9 
October (JR); 1 at Murl Pond 17 October 
(RBo); 1 at Point Park, Carrollton, Car- 
roll, 19 October (JSo); 1 at Sauerheber 11 
November (CBI); and 1 at Lexington 18 
November (DR) . 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — there were ten 
reports: 1 at The Strand, Jefferson, 25 
August (DLu, TLu); 1 nw. of Powderly 26 
August (TG); singles at Mammoth Cave 
2/11/19 September (SK, JK/PB, ph. TB, 
BBC/PG); 1 along Garrison Creek Road, 
Boone, 10 September (LM); singles at the 
Lexington Cemetery 16/19 September 
(ph. LCo, DSv, et al./RO, DSv, LCo); 1 at 
Taylorsville Lake WMA, Spencer, 17 
September (PG); and 1 at Reservoir Knob, 
Pulaski, 20 September (ph. RD). 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — reports of this 
difficult-to-identify Empidonax are hard 
to assess from field descriptions (some- 
times even photos), but there were at least 
13 reports (most w/o details in eBird) 5 
September (JW)-5 October (RD); 1 at 
LBL, Trigg, 12 October that seems to be 
adequately documented with photos (ph. 
BL) established a new late departure date 
for the state by one day. 
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Willow Flycatcher — 2 at Mitchell Lake 22 
August (JL) were the latest to be reported. 


Say’s Phoebe — | was reported se. of Mt. 
Zion, Allen, 18 September ({MB). KBRC 
review required. 


Eastern Kingbird — singles at Mills Road 
Park, Kenton, 29 September (ph. RCr); on 
the Anchorage Trail 3 October (PB, JBe); 
and a very tardy bird at Barren River Lake 
SRP, Barren, 30 October (LCr, BB) were 
the latest to be reported. 


Bell’s Vireo — 2 at Sinclair 14 September 
(TG, SG) were the latest to be reported. 


Blue-headed Vireo — | at Mt. Zion, Pulaski, 
30 August (RD) was quite early away 
from known breeding areas; singles at 
LBL, Trigg, 2 November (BL), at Jacob- 
son Park 5 November (DR), and at Salt 
Lick Bend, Cumberland, 20 November 
(BP) were the latest to be reported. 


Warbling Vireo — | at Cave Hill Cemetery, 
Louisville, 13 November (ph. PB, JBe) 
represented a new late departure date for 
the state by over a month. 


Red-eyed Vireo — 1 along Pleasant Hill 
Church Road, Trigg, 23 October (BL) was 
the latest to be reported. 


Fish Crow — 1 heard on the Little River em- 
bayment of Lake Barkley, Trigg, 24 Sep- 
tember (BP, TG) was a local first. 


Common Raven — there were two reports 
away from the Cumberland Mts.: 1 at 
Dewey Lake Dam, Floyd, 25 October 
(SF) and 1 along Bevins Branch, Floyd, 
28 October (SF). 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow — 10 at 
Morgan Pond (JH) and 1 along KY 200 
ne. of Powersburg, Wayne (RD), all 20 
October, were the latest to be reported. 


Purple Martin — 5000 were estimated at the 
roost on the e. side of Lexington 13 Au- 
gust (SF). One at Murl Pond 16 Septem- 
ber (RD) and 15 over the se. side of Lex- 
ington 18 September (DSv) were the latest 
to be reported. 


Tree Swallow — at least 500 were at Morgan 
Pond 29 September (BP et al.). Five at the 
Cape Hills Unit Sloughs WMA, Hender- 
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son, 2 November (CC) were the latest to 
be reported. 


Bank Swallow — 50 at Murl Pond 25 August 
(RD, RBo) was an impressive tally away 
from known nesting areas; 2 at Morgan 
Pond 1 October (JH, SA) were the latest 
to be reported. 


Barn Swallow — | at Sauerheber 23 October 
(JM) and 1 at Barren River Lake SRP, 
Barren, 30 October (LCr, BB) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Cliff Swallow — at least 2 at Morgan Pond 3 
October (BP et al.) were the latest to be 
reported. Another buff-rumped swallow, 
“likely a Cliff,” was seen at Murl Pond 18 
October (RD). 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — for the first time 
in three years, a significant flight oc- 
curred; singles at Independence, Kenton, 3 
September (RCr) and at Mammoth Cave 4 
September (SK et al.) were the earliest to 
be detected with small numbers fairly 
widespread by mid-September. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — up to 4 contin- 
ued at the Ky Dam Village nesting area 
through the period (m. ob.). 


House Wren - several were still around into 
mid-November with singles at the Dry 
Creek Unit, Barren River Lake WMA, 
Barren, 24 November (TB, CBe); at Pope 
Lick Park, Jefferson, 26 November (JW); 
and at Marion County WMA 30 Novem- 
ber (RD) being the latest to be reported. 


Sedge Wren — there were reports from eight 
locales: 1-2 at Sinclair 2/16 August (BP, 
LM/TG, SG) & 25 October (HC, RD, et 
al.); 1 heard at Hisle Farm Park, Fayette, 6 
August (CBI); 1 at Hays Kennedy Park, 
Jefferson, 30 September—1 October (JBa, 
AM); 1-2 at Morgan Pond on a few dates 
1-9 October (JH, SA, RD, JW, et al.); 1 at 
Spindletop Farm 1-2 October (DLa, 
ASK); 1 at Melco 2 October (BP et al.); 1 
at Big Rivers WMA, Crittenden, 3 Octo- 
ber (ph. CC); and 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 
18 October (BP). 


Marsh Wren — it was an excellent season 
with numerous reports; those of most in- 
terest included 1-2 at various places on 
Sinclair 20 September—3 November (TG, 
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SG, CBI, et al.); 1-2 at Morgan Pond on 
several dates 27 September—15 October 
(SA, JH, BP, et al.) with at least 5 there 3 
October (JBa, TG, SA, BP); 1-2 at several 
Louisville area parks and migrant traps 25 
September—15 October (mostly eBird da- 
ta); 1-2 at Spindletop Farm 1-2 October 
(DLa, ASK, et al.) with 3 there 21 Octo- 
ber (DSv) and another on the se. side of 
Lexington 2/9 October (DSv); at least 10 
at Melco 2 October (BP, JBa, JW, et al); 
1-2 at Sauerheber 15-18 October (BP, 
BBC, CC); and 1 at Hematite Lake, LBL, 
Trigg, 18 October (TLa). 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — 1 at Mt. Zion, 
Pulaski, 5 October (RD) was the latest to 
be reported. 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — 1 at Cherokee 
Park 1 October (CBs) was the earliest to 
be reported. 


Eastern Bluebird — according to nest-box 
monitoring, it was a more successful year 
for the species at LBL and Lake Barkley 
SRP, Trigg (RP). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush — 1 se. of Mt. Zion, 
Allen, 31 August (MB) was the earliest to 
be reported; 1 at Mt. Zion, Pulaski, 20 
October (RD) was relatively late. 


Wood Thrush — | at the Lexington Cem- 
etery 20 October (fCBI) was the latest to 
be reported. 


Gray Catbird — singles at Raven Run Sanc- 
tuary, Fayette, 5 November (RO, LCo, 
DSv) and at Conservancy Park, Boone, 9 
November (LM) were the latest to be re- 
ported. 


American Pipit — 204 at Blood River 14 
November (HC) represented the peak 
count for the season. 


Lapland Longpsur — up to 7 were reported 
at Spindletop Farm during the last week 
of November (DSv, LCo, DLa, JSo). 


Ovenbird — singles at Bernheim Forest, Bul- 
litt, 19 October (TLa) and at the Jenny 
Hole Unit, Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 22 
October (KM) were the latest reported. 

Northern Waterthrush — 1 at Cherokee 
Park 14 November (*EHo) established a 
new late departure date for the state by 
two weeks. 
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Golden-winged Warbler — it was another 
good season with about two dozen reports 
1 September—6 October (mostly eBird da- 
ta); reports of interest included 3 at Big 
Bone Lick SP, Boone, 6 September (LM); 
5 at Mammoth Cave 11 September (PB, 
BBC) with 3 there 15 September (SK et 
al.) and at least 6 there 16 September 
(TD); 3 se. of Mt. Zion, Allen, 17 Septem- 
ber (MB); and singles at Fleming County 
WMA (RD) and at E.P. Tom Sawyer 
Park, Jefferson (JE), both 6 October. 


Tennessee Warbler — | along Pleasant Hill 
Church Road, Trigg, 3 November (BL) 
and 1 ne. of Lyndon, Jefferson, 4 Novem- 
ber (PB) were the latest to be reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — there were 
nearly 20 reports 27 September—10 No- 
vember (mostly eBird data); singles at the 
UK Arboretum, Lexington, 17 November 
(DR) and at Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA, 
Grant, 27 November (ph. BWu) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Nashville Warbler — 1 at Jacobson Park 5 
November (DR) was the latest to be re- 
ported. 


Mourning Warbler — there were two re- 
ports: singles on the Anchorage Trail 3 
September (PB, JBe) and ne. of Defoe, 
Henry, 29 September (RR). 


Common Yellowthroat — singles just nw. 
of Sauerheber 20 November (*JM) and at 
Hardy Slough, Sauerheber, 27 November 
(+JM) were tardy. 


Hooded Warbler — | at Lexington 27 Octo- 
ber (fGT) was particularly tardy. 


American Redstart — 1 at Beckley Creek 
Park 16 October (PB, BBC) was the latest 
to be reported. 


Northern Parula — 1 at Honker Lake 15 
October (SP) was the latest to be reported. 


Magnolia Warbler — 1 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 28 October (CBI) was tardy. 


Blackburnian Warbler — 2 at Big Bone 
Lick SP, Boone, 22 August (LM) were the 
earliest to be reported; tallies of 12 there 6 
September and 10 there 8 September 
(LM) were impressive. 
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Yellow Warbler — 1 at Sinclair 20 Sep- 
tember (TG) was the latest to be reported. 


Blackpoll Warbler — there were five re- 
ports: 2 at St. Anne Woods, Campbell, 11 
September (BWu, WH); 1 at the Bethel 
Mennonite Camp, Breathitt, 17 September 
(SP); 1 on the Anchorage Trail 22 Sep- 
tember (PB, JBe); 6 at Fredericks Landing 
Park, Campbell, 5 October (TWH) that 
surely represents a new state high count 
for fall; and 1 nw. of Independence, Ken- 
ton, 9 October (ph. RCr). 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — there were 
two reports: 1 at Raven Run Sanctuary, 
Fayette, 19 September (MTw) and 1 at 
Central Park, Boone, 5 October (LM). 


Yellow-rumped Warbler — 1 at Minor 
Clark 13 September (RL) was quite early. 


Yellow-throated Warbler — singles ne. of 
Defoe, Henry, 10 October (RR) and at 
Conrad Park, Boone, 16 October (RCr) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Black-throated Green Warbler — | at the 
Lexington Cemetery 28 October (CBI) 
was the latest to be reported. 


Canada Warbler — | at Sauerheber 14 Oc- 
tober (ph. CC) established a new late de- 
parture date for the state by two days. 


Yellow-breasted Chat — 1 at Big Bone Lick 
SP, Boone, 22 September (LM) was the 
latest to be reported. 


Dark-eyed Junco — an “Oregon” Junco 
(presumably the same bird that wintered 
at the same location 2015-2016), was first 
observed at Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 5 
November (BY, MY). 


Grasshopper Sparrow — 3 at Spindletop 
Farm 4 October (AW) and 1 n. of Dot, 
Logan, 22 October/2 November (ph. FL) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Le Conte’s Sparrow — | at Sauerheber 15 
October (BP, ph. JBa, ph. JW, BBC) was 
the only one reported. 


Nelson’s Sparrow — there were two reports: 
1 at Morgan Pond 3 October (JBa, *BP); 
and 1 at Sauerheber 15 October (TBP, ph. 
JBa, BBC). 
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Chipping Sparrow — 50 at Devou Park, 
Kenton, 7 October (BWu) and at least 60 
at Barren River Lake SRP, Barren, 5 No- 
vember (BWu, BP) represented the peak 
counts for the season. 


Clay-colored Sparrow — | was found along 
KY 200 ne. of Powersburg, Wayne, 17 
October (fRBo). KBRC review required. 


Lark Sparrow — there were two reports: 1 
at Spindletop Farm 16 August (DSv, ph. 
LCo) and 1 se. of Millville, Woodford, 24 
October (*{WM). 


Vesper Sparrow — a flock of 6 n. of Dot, 
Logan, 19 November (ph. FL) represented 
the peak count for the season. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — | at Sinclair 10 No- 
vember (CBI) was the latest to be repor- 
ted. 


Summer Tanager -— | ne. of Lyndon, Jeffer- 
son, 25 October (ph. KB) was tardy. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — 1 at Berea, 
Madison, 4-5 August (ph. RFo, RBa) was 
unusual for so early away from known 
breeding areas; a flock of 40 along Sweet- 
water/Rock Lick Creek Road, Pulaski, 9 
October (RD) was impressive; 1 ne. of 
Kings Mountain, Lincoln, lingered to 30 
October (NK). 


Blue Grosbeak — | lingered n. of Dot, Log- 
an, to 30 October (ph. FL). 


Indigo Bunting — 4 at Figett Bend, Hart, 28 
October (JSo); 1 n. of Dot, Logan 28 
October (ph. FL); and 1 below Wolf 
Creek Dam 29 October (fRD) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Dickcissel — 2 n. of Dot, Logan, 10 October 
(ph. FL); 4 at Beckley Creek Park 10 
October (JBa, ph. KB, et al.) with 1 still 
there 12 October (TLu, DLu) and 1 at 
Sauerheber 14 October (CC) were the lat- 
est to be reported. 


Bobolink — reports of interest included a 
flock of at least 52 below Wolf Creek 
Dam 18 September (BP, KOS); 1 at Murl 
Pond 26/29 September (RBo/RD); 2 at 
Morgan Pond 29 September (BP et al.); 2 
at Melco 2 October (JBa, BP, et al.); and 1 
at Beckley Creek Park 8 October (JW, 
BP). 
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Rusty Blackbird — singles at Sauerheber 22 
October (ph. CC) and at Melco 25 Octo- 
ber (MA) were the earliest to be reported. 
Other reports of interest included 100 at 
Spindletop Farm 24/25 November (DSv, 
LCo, et al.) and 250 at Sauerheber 27 No- 
vember (JM). 


Baltimore Oriole — | at Figett Bend, Hart, 
23 September (JSo) was the latest to be 
reported. 


Purple Finch — 1 at the State Game Farm, 
Franklin, 6 October (TQ, RCh) was the 
earliest to be reported. 


Pine Siskin — there were only eleven re- 
ports, all but one of single birds: 1 (very 
likely continuing from being reported at 
the same location during mid-July) ne. of 
Defoe, Henry, 11-16 August and again 
20-23 September (fRR) with another or 
the same there 24 October (RR); 1 along 
Pleasant Church Road, Trigg, 23 October 
(BL); 1 at Bernheim Forest, Bullitt, 27 
October (TB, CBe); 1 at Schochoh 4 
November (ST); 1 sw. of Bronston, Pulas- 
ki, 6 November (JPe); 1 at Independence, 
Kenton, 9 November (DM); 1 at Ever- 
green Cemetery, Campbell, 13 November 
(KW); 1 nw. of Zion, Todd (AT), and 4 at 
Elizabethtown, Hardin (JSn), both 26 No- 
vember; and 1 at Mt. Zion, Pulaski, 28 
November (RD). 


Addendum to the Summer 2016 report: 


Barn Owl — an extensive survey coordinated 
by the Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Re- 
sources to locate nesting Barn Owls dur- 
ing the 2016 breeding season resulted in 
the documentation of 76 confirmed nest- 
ing locations plus an additional 18 non- 
breeding roost locations in the following 
counties: Bath, Boyle, Breckinridge, 
Caldwell, Calloway, Carlisle, Christian, 
Clinton, Crittenden, Cumberland, Dav- 
iess, Edmonson, Franklin, Graves, Gray- 
son, Green, Hardin, Hart, Henderson, 
Hickman, Hopkins, Livingston, Logan, 
Madison, Marion, Marshall, McCracken, 
McLean, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Nicholas, 
Ohio, Owen, Scott, Simpson, Todd, Un- 
ion, Warren, and Webster (Slankard 
2016). 
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Observers: John Abrams (JA), Sharon Arnold (SA), Audubon Society of Kentucky 
(ASK), Michael Autin (MA), Jamie Baker (JBa), Rebecca Bates (RBa), Matthan Beachy 
(MB), Tom Becker (TB), Colleen Becker (CBe), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Jane Bell 
(JBe), Pat Bell (PB), Sarah Bell (SB), Carol Besse (CBs), Clay Bliznik (CBI), Karen 
Bonsell (KB), Ray Bontrager (RBo), Barbara Brand (BB), Nancy Braun (NB), Gerald 
Burnett (GB), Patricia Case (PC), Hap Chambers (HC), Robert Chadwick (RCh), Lisa 
Combs (LCo), Derek Coomer (DC), Linda Craiger (LCr), Charlie Crawford (CC), Rodney 
Crice (RCr), Bobbi Davis (BDa), Brenda Dean (BDe), Roseanna Denton (RD), Steve 
Denton (SD), Kurt Dorman (KD), Tom Durbin (TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Jackie Elmore 
(JE), Rand Falls (RFa), Preston & Shari Forsythe (P&SF), Rob Foster (RFo), Scott Freidhof 
(SF), Pamela Graber (PG), Steve Graham (SG), Teresa Graham (TG), Mark Greene (MG), 
Joe Hall (JH), Lana Hays (LH), Eric Hope (EHo), Eddie Huber (EHu), William Hull (WH), 
Lauren Jackson (LJ), Sonya Jackson (SJ), Albert Kayser (AK), Kentucky Ornithological 
Society (KOS), Janet Kistler (JK), Steve Kistler (SK), Nancy Kitchen (NK), David Lang 
(DLa), Tom Laeser (TLa), Jerry Ledbetter (JL), Roger Lemaster (RL), Bill Lisowsky (BL), 
David Lusk (DLu), Terri Lusk (TLu), Frank Lyne (FL), Don Martin (DM), William 
Matthews (WM), Lee McNeely (LM), Andrew Melnykovych (AM), John Meredig (JM), 
Keith Michalski (KM), Mike Miller (MMi), Mark Monroe (MMo), Graham Montgomery 
(GM), multiple observers (m. ob.), Ronan O’Carra (RO), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP), 
Robert Peak (RP), Sydney Penner (SP), James Perlowski (JPe), Joshua Powell (JPo), 
Tommy Quarles (TQ), Reuben Raber (RR), Doug Raybuck (DR), Jeffery Rose (JR), Cyndi 
& Steve Routledge (C&SR), Vicki Sandage (VS), Joel Schlabach (JSc), Tanner Shepard 
(TS), Damien Simbeck (DSi), Jennifer Snyder (JSn), Jeff Sole (JSo), Pam Spaulding (PS), 
Gary Sprandel (GS), Jack Stenger (JSt), Del Striegel (DSt), Dave Svetich (DSv), Melanie 
Torres (MTr), Gretchen Tremoulet (GT), Mark Tower (MTw), Alan Troyer (AT), Debby 
Tyson (DT), Steve Tyson (ST), Kirk Westendorf (KW), James Wheat (JW); Eileen Wicker 
(EWr), Edna Wickersham (EWm), Barbara Woerner (BWo), Amy Worell (AW), Mike 
Wright (MW), Brian Wulker (BWu), Ben Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell (MY). 


Additional Souce: Slankard, K. 2016. 2016 Barn Owl Inventory Report. Ky. Dept. of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources, Frankfort, KY. 10 pp. 


— 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222 (brainard@mindspring.com) (Palmer- 
Ball) and P.O. Box 463, Burlington, KY, 41005 (Ikmc9@aim.com) (McNeely). 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2016-2017 
Blaine R. Ferrell 


Reports of 32 counts were received from across the Commonwealth. A total of 139 
Species was recorded on count days, with one additional species (Cape May Warbler) added 
by observation during count week. Sixteen species were observed on all counts, and 15 
Species were observed on only one count during count days. 

Temperatures during the count period were higher, on average, for the second year in a 
row. Count-day temperatures ranged from a low of 11°F in Ballard County 19 December to 
a high of 76°F at Bernheim Forest 26 December. The number of waterfowl seemed to 
rebound from last year. Bald Eagle numbers continued to climb. Killdeer numbers were 
down compared with last year. The number of Sandhill Cranes increased dramatically; most 
of the observations were of flocks flying over. Cedar Waxwing numbers were much higher 
than last year, probably due to availability of fruits. Purple Finches increased in number 
again this year. Due to varying weather conditions and food availability from year to year, it 
is difficult to determine trends in numbers and species. Interesting observations this year, 
partially due to lingering species resulting in part from the warmer weather, included the 
following: Tundra/Trumpeter Swan (Ballard County), Surf Scoter (Land Between the 
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Lakes), Great Egret (Elkton, Lexington, and Louisville), Black-crowned Night-Heron (Land 
Between the Lakes and Louisville), Rough-legged Hawk (Sorgho), Golden Eagle (Bern- 
heim Forest), Virginia Rail and Sora (Paradise), Spotted Sandpiper (Frankfort), Rufous 
Hummingbird (Louisville), Fish Crow (Land Between the Lakes), Gray-cheeked Thrush 
(Louisville), Gray Catbird (Western Allen County and London), Common Yellowthroat 
(Paradise), Cape May Warbler (count week in Hart County), Vesper Sparrow (Elkton), 
Henslow’s Sparrow (Ballard County), and Indigo Bunting (Somerset). 

Thanks to the many observers who participated in this year’s count and compilers who 
submitted count results on the appropriate forms. Also, thanks to compilers who submitted 
documentation for unusual species to the editor and to the Kentucky Bird Records Commit- 
tee. Records of species unusual for the count do not constitute official records until re- 
viewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. 


Ballard County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. KY 358 and 
Stove Corner Road; 37.12284°, -088.9518°). Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 19; 5:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Mostly clear; temp. 11-27°F; wind N 5-10 m.p.h. Water mostly 
frozen. 

Four observers in one to two parties. Total party-hours: 14.5 (7 on foot, 7.5 by car). 
Total party-miles: 75 (3 on foot, 72 by car). Hours owling: 1.0. Total species 92; 42,772 
individuals. 

Observers: Steve Graham, Teresa Graham, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and 
Brian Wulker. 

The day was frigid, although skies remained mostly sunny; birds stayed in cover, 
particularly early. The species total (92) was about average for this count. Numbers of geese 
were average; 17 species of waterfowl were detected in all; this included ten unidentified 
swans (Tundra/Trumpeter) flying north over the West Kentucky WMA at sunrise. Several 
uncommon songbirds including Eastern Phoebe, both kinglets, Hermit Thrush, and Brown 
Thrasher were all found in good numbers. Highlights included two Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, six Orange-crowned Warblers, three Palm Warblers, three Pine Warblers, a Hens- 
low’s Sparrow, and two Le Conte’s Sparrows. Red-headed Woodpeckers were present in 
good numbers in the bottomland forests, but again this year we did not spend much time in 
that habitat to tally a large number. Natural food supplies appeared to be in good supply. 


Calloway County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Douglas Cemetery; 
36.5984°, -088.1958°). Habitat: 20% lake shoreline and streams, 35% open fields, 30% 
residential, and 15% deciduous and pine woods. Jan 3; 5:40 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Sky 
overcast, foggy with intermittent mist and drizzle; temp. 46-57°F; wind W in morning shift- 
ing to NW, 6-16 m.p.h. The day started in the mid-50s, and got colder and windier during 
the afternoon. Overcast with almost a constant mist hanging in the air. Kentucky Lake was 
ten feet above normal winter pool, and all bays and shorelines were under water. 

Nine observers in six parties. Total party-hours 31.5 (10.5 on foot, 21.0 by car). Total 
party-miles 158.0 (9.5 on foot, 148.5 by car). Total species 85; total individuals 6493. 

Observers: Michael Autin, Katherine Cohen, Melissa Easley, Bob Head, Mike Miller, 
John Pollpeter, Josh Powell, Darrin Samborski, and Aviva Yasgur (compiler). 


Land Between the Lakes (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center northern 
edge of mouth to Pisgah Bay, south of Pisgah Point boat ramp and near the end of Forest 
Service Road 1111-A; 36.936736°, -88.168328°; also extended to include Jonathan Creek 
embayment of Kentucky Lake). Habitat as described in 1984 in American Birds. Dec. 17; 
6:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST. Sky overcast, drizzly/rainy from time to time; temp. 40-74°F; 
wind, S-SW in the a.m., shifting late in the day to N, 8-20 m.p.h. with gusts 25-30 m.p.h. It 
was over 60°F at the start of the day, rising to 74° by mid-day, and sharply dropping more 
than 40°F right at the end of the day. The winds were very gusty, the sky was completely 
overcast, and there were sporadic periods of rain and drizzle throughout the day. 
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Twenty-three observers in nine parties. Total party-hours 46 (15 on foot, 31 by car). 
Total party-miles 281 (9.5 on foot, 271.5 by car). Total species 95; total individuals 8372. 

Observers: Dan Allison, Shannon Brockway, Arriane Byrum, Hap Chambers, David 
Chiles, Cameron Cooper, Kim Cooper, Melodie Cunningham, Melissa Easley, Sharon East, 
Knox Goostree, Willard Gray, Luke Hoehn, Fran Holberg, Tim Johnson, Kimberly Lilly, 
Sarah Moy, John Pollpeter, Elizabeth Raikes, Darrin Samborski, Tammie Smith, Monica 
West, and Aviva Yasgur (compiler). 

This year’s count benefited from the returning participation of many past observers, as 
well as some first-timers. It has been nice that over the past five to ten years we have built 
up a group of dedicated participants who return year after year to help with this count and 
have become familiar with the terrain. This year, 18 out of 23 participants were returnees 
from previous years, and five were first-timers. 

The day’s forecast called for thunderstorms and lightning, so we went out into the field 
cautiously and not knowing what to expect. However, we were happily surprised and 
treated to one of the most gorgeous days for a Christmas Bird Count ever, with temper- 
atures getting into the 70s! Although we had a lot of wind, overcast skies, and light rain 
from time to time, the big storms held off until nighttime. It was amazing to be out doing 
the Christmas Bird Count and not even be wearing coats! 

The odd, stormy weather might have had some effects on our bird observations. Some 
observers reported that it was difficult to make out waterfowl on the lake because of foggy, 
misty conditions, and because strong winds made the water choppy. Others felt that it was 
difficult to observe songbirds because they seemed to be hunkering down under cover and 
not easily viewable. In addition, the wind made it hard to hear bird calls. All in all, how- 
ever, it was a great day with 95 species seen on count day, plus Sandhill Cranes seen the 
day before. We observed a slightly above-average number of species compared with recent 
past years. Some birds seen in higher-than-usual numbers were Snow Goose, Bald Eagle, 
and Wilson’s Snipe. Those with a low count included Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck, Amer- 
ican Coot, Mourning Dove, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, and Northern Card- 
inal. We did have a few unusual species: nine Black-crowned Night-Herons (which are 
common in summer but unusual this time of year), a Surf Scoter, and a Fish Crow. Also, we 
missed seeing a few species that are usually observed on this count: American Wigeon, 
Cooper’s Hawk, Hermit Thrush, and House Sparrow. 


Sorgho (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Hwy. 279-S and Audubon 
Parkway intersection; 37.76297°, -087.23086°). Habitat farmland, river, creeks, river bot- 
toms, urban parks and county parks. Dec. 17; 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; 
misty rain and occasional heavy showers; temp. 57-70°F; wind S 14 m.p.h. After noon the 
weather deteriorated to heavy rain, nearby tornado warning and watch. 

Twelve observers in six parties. Total party-hours 22.5 (9.0 on foot, 13.5 by car). Total 
party-miles 131.5 (11.5 on foot, 120.0 by car). Total species 54; total individuals 3993. 

Observers: Judy Adams, Laverne Bush, Brenda Eaden, Tony Eaden, Steve Habus, 
Mike Henshaw, Janet Howard (compiler), Mary Kissel, Marilee Thompson, Wendell 
Thompson, Frances Tichenor, and Lynn Tichenor. 


Elkton (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center just north of jct. Ky 102 
(Allensville Road) and Gardner Road; 36.7605°, -087.10106°). Habitat: 73% agricultural 
fields, woodland 15%, brushy fencerows 8%, rural areas 2%, small ponds and streams 2%. 
Dec. 16; 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Sky high altitude cloud cover; temp. 20-41°F; wind 
NW 5-10 m.p.h. 

Six observers in three parties. Total party-hours 29 (15 on foot, 14). Total party-miles 
138 (11 on foot, 127 by car). Total species 93; 26,590 individuals. 

Observers: John Beachy, Marvin Beachy, Joe Hall, Ruben Stoll, Alan Troyer (com- 
piler), and Leona Troyer. 
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Paradise (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Hopewell Cemetery in 
southern Ohio County; 37.27755°, -086.95868°). Habitat as described in 1993. Jan 2; 5:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; temp. 45-59°F; wind E 5-15 m.p.h. A few periods of 
light to heavy drizzle, mostly during the morning. Water open. 

Nine observers in four to five parties. Total party-hours: 36 (21 on foot, 15 by car). 
Total party-miles: 132 (12 on foot, 125 by car). Hours owling: 1.5. Total species 90; 7465 
individuals. 

Observers: Michael Autin, Clay Bliznik, Preston Forsythe, Shari Forsythe, Steve 
Graham, Teresa Graham, Eddie Huber, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and Matt 
Stickel. 

A dreary day with morning fog and intermittent light to heavy drizzle resulted in 
birding being less than optimally effective. However, the species total (90) was a little 
above average for this count during recent years, mostly due to a decent variety of water- 
fowl and the observation of several uncommon species. Highlights included six Bald 
Eagles, at least five Virginia Rails and two Soras (the latter a first for the state during 
winter) heard, a Merlin, five House Wrens, a Marsh Wren, a Common Yellowthroat, and 2 
Le Conte’s Sparrows. Raptor numbers were again very low this year, although weather 
conditions were to blame at least in part. Not included in the table are 10,000 blackbirds 
observed flying to roost in the evening. 


Bowling Green (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Basil Griffin Park, 
six miles south of Bowling Green; 36.9159°, -086.4359°). Habitat: deciduous woods 20%, 
fields and pastures 60%, and town and parks 20%. Dec. 19; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. 
Sky cloudy to mostly cloudy; temp. 20-31°F; wind NNE 5 m.p.h. 

Five observers in two parties. Total party-hours 20 (6 on foot, 14 by car). Total party- 
miles 130 (5 on foot, 125 by car). Total species 80; total individuals 9825. 

Observers: Valerie Brown, Lisa Dalporto, Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Aaron Hulsey, 
and David Roemer. 


Western Allen County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center one-half mile 
west of jct. KY 2136 (Towe Road) and Shores Road; 36.71278°, -086.3469°). Habitat as 
described in 2012. Dec. 31; 6:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. CST. Sky overcast; temp. 37-40°F; wind 
S 10-15 m.p.h. Overcast with rain showers off and on throughout the day. 

Twelve observers in seven parties. Total party-hours 32 (13 on foot, 13 by horse and 
buggy, 6 by canoe). Total party-miles 62 (10.5 on foot, 42.5 by horse and buggy, 9 by 
canoe). Total species 74, total individuals 4645. 

Observers: Abraham Brubaker, Amanda Brubaker, John David Brubaker (compiler), 
Matthan Brubaker, Ethan Hoover, Idamae Hoover, Jonathan Hoover, Joseph Hoover, Justin 
Hoover, Matthew Hoover, Philemon Hoover, and Moses Weaver. 

The Gray Catbird was seen in a woodlot with dense undergrowth and was seen by a 
trusted observer. The Red-breasted Nuthatch was a count first, at a neighbor’s feeder. It has 
been seen since 10 December. 


Eastern Allen County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center along Rhoden 
Creek, 3.0 miles n. of Holland, Ky., Post Office; 36.7426°, -086.06855°). Habitat as des- 
cribed in 2014. Dec. 24; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; temp. 49-52°F; wind S 3- 
8 m.p,h. Rain and drizzle all day with brief dry intervals with some low fog. 

Three observers in three parties. Total party-hours 20.5 (16.5 on foot, 4.0 by horse and 
buggy). Total party-miles 72.5 (58.5 on foot, 14.0 by horse and buggy). Total species 77; 
total individuals 5793. 

Observers: Matthan Beachy (compiler), Matthew Brubaker, and Noah Glick. 

A decent count despite the rainy weather and few observers. We had a few misses that 
were almost certainly present within the count circle such as Fox Sparrow, Brown Thrasher, 
and Pied-billed Grebe. On the other hand, there were some unexpected birds, such as the 
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flock of Ross’s Geese, a Lesser Black Backed Gull, and two Barn Owls. It was fun! 


Mammoth Cave National Park (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at 
Park Headquarters; 37.18644°, -086.1101°). Habitat as described in 1980. Dec. 20; 7:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sky clear a.m.; partly cloudy p.m.; temp. 20-42°F; wind SSE 3 m.p.h. 

Three observers in one party. Total party-hours 8 (6 on foot, 2 by car). Total party- 
miles 68 (4 on foot, 64 by car). Total species 42; total individuals 559. 

Observers: Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Albert Meier, and Jeff Rose. 


Hodgenville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at courthouse square in 
downtown Hodgenville; 37.57375°, -085.74038). Habitat as described in 2011. Dec. 30; 
7:45 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. EST. Sky overcast in the morning with few clouds by mid-day, clear 
mid-afternoon; temp. 31-41°F; wind W 10-15 m.p.h., gusting to 20 m.p.h. Afternoon winds 
changed to SW and less than 10 m.p.h. Small bodies of water were ice covered at dawn. 

Eleven observers in five to six parties. Total party-hours 38 (12 on foot, 26 by car). 
Total party-miles 250 (6 on foot, 244 by car). Total species 81; total individuals 3507. 

Observers: Brooks Atherton, Lyn Atherton, Bill Friel, Terri Friel, Aeryn Grimes, Otis 
Meredith, Rosemary Meredith, Ross Parker, Scott Parker, Joella Spataro, Loyd Tipton, Sue 
Tipton, and Barbara Woerner (compiler). Two of which were feeder watchers. 

Increased participation from residents of the area allowed for better coverage of the 
count circle. It was a record-breaking year with 81 species on count day and another seven 
species for the count week. 


Otter Creek Park (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center just west of the jct. 
of KY 1238 and Pack Lane, about two miles southwest of the Park entrance; 37.91409°, - 
086.069836°). Habitat as described in 2001. Dec 30; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Mostly 
clear; temp. 32-43°F; wind NW 5-20 m.p.h. Water open. 

Eight observers in four parties. Total party-hours: 24.5 (10.5 on foot, 14 by car). Total 
party-miles: 174.5 (5.5 on foot, 169 by car). Total species 67; 4639 individuals. 

Observers: Ben Davis, Brian Davis, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Eddie Huber, Charlie Logs- 
don, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and Del Striegel. 

The day was cold and breezy, but at least the sun shined. The species total (67) was 
below average for this count, largely due to the absence of waterbirds on the Ohio River 
and Doe Valley Lake. Highlights included a significant northbound flight of Sandhill 
Cranes (at least 1455 total), a Loggerhead Shrike, 23 Red-breasted Nuthatches, a House 
Wren, a flock of 150 American Pipits, and a single flock of 35 Palm Warblers that included 
a very bright yellow individual that was likely an individual of the “Eastern” subspecies. 
Two Accipiter sp. are not included in the summary table. 


Bernheim Forest (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Forest lookout 
tower, 2.75 mi. SE of Forest entrance; 37.902405°, -085.62752°). Habitat as described in 
1974. Dec 26; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Sky mostly cloudy; temp. 65-76° F; wind SW 5- 
30 m.p.h. Water open. 

Thirteen observers in seven parties. Total party-hours: 44 (23 on foot, 21 by car). Total 
party-miles: 212 (14.5 on foot, 197.5 by car). Total species 72; 4502 individuals. 

Observers: Michael Autin, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Mike Callan, Dona Coates, Scott 
Dickman, Paul Hager, Eddie Huber, Jennifer Huber, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr, (compiler), 
Nancy Vance, Kelly Vowells, and Barbara Woerner. 

A record warm day (Louisville broke its record by six degrees!) would have been 
particularly nice if it had not been for the howling winds that gusted to more than 30 m.p.h. 
during the afternoon. The species total (71) was a bit above average for this count for recent 
years. Highlights of the day included a Golden Eagle, four Bald Eagles, two House Wrens, 
and a total of 41 Chipping Sparrows. Red-breasted Nuthatches were found, but not in as 
high a number as had been expected. Natural and ornamental food sources appeared to be in 


20 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 93 


short supply with number of berry-eating species notably low for this count. Not included in 
the table were two eagles, unidentified as to species, seen soaring at a distance over the 
Forest. 


Louisville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Jct. hwys 42 and 22; 
38.2813°, -085.6348). Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 18; 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. 
Sky cloudy; temp. 21-38°F; wind NW, 5-13 m.p.h. 

Thirty-three observers in 12 parties. Total party-hours 63.5 (31.5 on foot, 32 by car). 
Total party-miles 255 (23 on foot, 232 by car). Total species 98; total individuals 75,389. 

Observers: Win Ahrens, Jamie Baker, Tom Becker, Pat Bedford, Sherm Bedford, Jane 
Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse, Warren Bilkey, Carl Bochmann, Karen Bonsell, Mike Callan, 
Dona Coates, Colleen Craven-Becker, Brehan Furfey, Rod Goforth, Charles Hatten, Bob 
Johnson, John Krull, JoAnn Luyster, Richard Mayfield, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Peggy Renn, 
Michael Riggs, Tim Ritter, Tom Sklodoski, Pam Spaulding, Jack Still, Nancy Vance, Major 
Waltman, James Wheat (compiler), Barbara Woerner, and Brian Wulker. 

The species count (98) was the second-highest in the history of the Louisville CBC, 
falling behind only the 100 species tallied on the 1963 count! Rare and unusual species in- 
cluded a state CBC-first Gray-cheeked Thrush that was found injured, taken to a veter- 
inarian, but sadly did not survive. A Great Egret continued at the Falls of the Ohio; only one 
other has ever been recorded on the count (in 2013). A Rufous Hummingbird remained in 
the count circle through count day. There were also single Merlin and House Wren from the 
Indiana portion of the count area, and a Pine Warbler. We had several new high counts this 
year including Wild Turkey (49; more than doubling the previous high count in 2011), 
Cooper's Hawk (20; matching a previous high count in 2014); Bald Eagle (8; topping a 
previous high count in 2014); and Sandhill Crane (2923; eclipsing previous high count of 
217 in 2011). Thanks to all the participants! 


Shelbyville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center three-quarters of a mile s. 
of US 60 and Guist Creek Lake on KY 714; 38.18997°, -085.14535°). Elevation 640-1190 
ft. Habitat: farmland, fallow land, suburban, woodland, and grassland. Dec. 18; 7:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 20-25°F; wind N 15 m.p.h. 

Fifteen observers in six parties. Total party-hours 44 (7 on foot, 37 by car). Total 
party-miles 365 (8 on foot, 357 by car). Total species 60; total individuals 5868. 

Observers: Bryan Baker, Horace Brown (compiler), Joan Brown, Sean Brown, Todd 
Brown, Julie Doyle, Joy Fitzgerald, Kevin Flowers, Kathy King, Walt Reichart, Jean Rid- 
dell, Josh Riddell, Benton Young, Steven Young, and Thomas Young. 


Henry County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at end of Fern Castle 
Lane; 38.40382, -085.15351). Habitat: mostly open farmland with most trees along fence 
lines; a lot of small farm ponds. Dec 31; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 36- 
47°F; wind SW 10-15 m.p.h. Very windy in forenoon with a drizzling rain in the afternoon. 

Five observers in three parties. Total party-hours: 43 (9 on foot, 34 by bicycle). Total 
party-miles: 154.50 (6.25 on foot, 148.25 by bicycle). Total species 55; 2711 individuals. 

Observers: Adam Raber, Joel Raber, Moses Raber, Reuben Raber (compiler), Harry 
Yoder. 

We had a great day all together, though it was quite miserable fighting the wind and 
rain. We thought it was exceptional that we found 1132 Canada Geese; otherwise waterfowl 
numbers were quite disappointing. 


Hart County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center corner of Craddock 
Road and Jaggers Lane; 37.28352°, -085.83795°). Habitat: rural fields and forests; one 
large (Hundred-Acre) pond, and Green River. Jan. 4; 5:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky partly 
cloudy; temp. 24-39°F; wind, light NW. 

Nine observers in three parties. Total party-hours 19 (6 on foot, 13 by car). Total party- 
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miles 145 (3 on foot, 142 by car). Total species 67; total individuals 4501. 

Observers: Bonnie Avery, Bruce Bardin, John Brittain, Tom Durbin, Carol Friedman, 
Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler (compiler), Jeff Sole, and Mitch Sturgeon. 

Better than average waterfowl species; numerous raptors including 36 Red-tailed 
Hawks (including one Harlan’s Hawk), 57 American Kestrels, and five Bald Eagles; and 
five Loggerhead Shrikes were all notable. A Cape May Warbler that has been coming to a 
suet feeder at Horse Cave could not be found on count day but was seen during count week. 


Nolin River (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center 0.5 miles south of Hill- 
top, eastern Grayson County; 37.38964°, -086.1137°). Habitat: woodland, farmland, river 
and Nolin Reservoir. Dec. 15; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky mostly sunny; temp. 17-27°F; 
wind SE, light breeze. 

Eight observers in three parties. Total party-hours 12 (4 on foot, 8 by car). Total party- 
miles 177 (2 on foot, 175 by car). Total species 78; total individuals 3559. 

Observers: Bonnie Avery, John Brittain, Tom Durbin, Carol Friedman, Janet Kistler, 
Steve Kistler (compiler), Jeff Rose, and Jeff Sole. 

This was new record for the number of species for this count. Highlights included 427 
Sandhill Cranes, four Short-eared Owls, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, three Loggerhead 
Shrikes, and 100 Rusty Blackbirds. 


Green River Lake (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Green River 
Memorial Baptist Church, Taylor Co.; 37.17541°, -085.22041°). Habitat: old fields, 
agricultural fields and borders, second growth forest, Green River riparian areas, open 
water, including Green River Lake and Campbellsville City Lake. Dec. 28; 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. EST. Sky sunny to cloudy late in the day; temp. 27-55°F; wind SSE 0-10 m.p.h. 

Five observers in three parties. Total party-hours 21.0 (13.5 on foot, 7.5 by car). Total 
party-miles 94.75 (4.75 on foot, 90.00 by car). Total species 76 total individuals 3922. 

Observers: Lloyd Curry (compiler), Bob Doty, Richie Kessler, Brainard Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., and Jeff Sole. 

The species count was good even though several common species, including Lesser 
Scaup, Wild Turkey, and Red-headed Woodpecker, were absent. Total birds counted were 
down this year. 


Frankfort (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center jct. US 127 and KY 1900; 
38.22612°, -084.85022). Habitat as described in 1977. Dec. 17; 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky 
cloudy; temp. 39-66°F; wind SW, 12-24 m.p.h. with gusts to 35 m.p.h. 

Twenty-one observers in 11-12 parties. Total party-hours 49.25 (29.25 on foot, 20.00 
by car, 0.50 feeder watching). Total party-miles 184.5 (30.0 on foot, 154.5 by car). Total 
species 61; total individuals 5094. 

Observers: Robin Antenucci, Brian Baker, Jim Barnard, Robert Chadwick, Barb 
Cornett, Peggy Gould (compiler), Ralph Gould, Pat Hankla, Scott Hankla, Jeff Jones, Joel 
Jones, Robert Laurenson, Susan Laurenson, Rachel Peake, Tommy Quarles, Geoffrey 
Roberts, Edwin Shouse, Mary Shouse, Gary Sprandel, Emily Webb, and Loren Taylor. 

Two Spotted Sandpipers were found foraging together at the Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery 
where one was seen on last year’s count. 


Kleber Wildlife Management Area (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center 
at Hensler, Owen Co.; 38.4633°, -084.7769°). Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 31; 7:45 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky overcast with rain showers; temp. 39-43°F; wind SSW, 19-35 m.p.h. 
Constant wind and rain. 


(continued on page 30) 
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Two observers in one party. Total party-hours 9.25 (4.25 on foot, 5.00 by car). Total 
party-miles 44.5 (3.5 on foot, 41.0 by car). Total species 38; total individuals 838. 

Observers: Jeff Jones (compiler), and Joel Jones. 

One of the most difficult count days in memory; wind and rain kept the birds on the 
ground and in heavy cover and made song identification difficult. Nothing was flying. The 
Merlin was seen at the same stop for the third year and was on the same limb in the same 
tree as last year! 


Danville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Boyle County Courthouse; 
37.64634°, -084.77345°). Habitat: water edge (15%), urban (8%), cultivated (10%), field/ 
fence row (35%), wooded edge (25%), and feeder (7%). Dec. 17; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 53-64°F; wind S 25 m.p.h. Gusty winds. 

Twenty-seven observers in nine parties. Total party-hours 52.75 (13.50 on foot, 39.25 
by car). Total party-miles 437.7 (10.0 on foot, 427.7 by car). Total species 56; total 
individuals 7798. 

Observers: Laura Baird, Jane Brantley (compiler), J.P. Brantley, Granville Cox, Thel- 
ma Cox, Neil Eklund, Virginia Eklund, Amanda Falk, Mark Galatowitsch, Bill Garriott, 
Mort Hoagland, Danielle LaLonde, Tom Lamp, Ben Leffew, Gail Manning, Preston Miles, 
Eric Mount, Don Pelly, Rob Pendyfraft, Jim Porter, Linda Porter, Jamie Powell, Milton 
Scarborough, Patsi Trollinger, Charles Vahlkamp, Erica Weil and John Weil. 


Lexington (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center East Hickman Church on 
Tates Creek Road; 37.9198°, -084.4693°). Habitat: suburban farms, woodlots, water 
company reservoirs, Kentucky River cliffs and bottomland. Dec. 17; 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 45-63°F; wind SSW 10-23 m.p.h. 

Fifty observers in 13 parties. Total party-hours 90.5 (54.0 by foot, 36.5 by car). Total 
party-miles 364.0 (39.5 by foot, 324.5 by car). Total species 90; total individuals 25,469. 

Observers: Ramesh Bhatt, Suzanne Bhatt, Clay Bliznick, Gretchen Bolton, Rob 
Boncius, Tony Brusate, Lisa Combs, Eddie DeMoll, Caleb Fligor, Jim Hodge, Jessica 
Hollis, Marcia Hopkins, Kevin Hopper, Beverly James, Alan Kingsland, Terri Koontz, 
Betsy Lang, David Lang, Ben Limle, Judy Lundquist, Aaron Martin, Ian Martin, Betty 
Maxon, Josie Miller, Ellen Molle, Cora Mossbrook, Kay Neikirk, Teresa Noel, Jeff 
Noffsinger, Ronan O’Carra, Margaret Palmer, Michael Patton, Sydney Penner, Carol 
Pickett, Nicole Price, Doug Raybuck, Layton Register, Spencer Reinhard, Lou Shain, 
Nathan Skinner, Marie Sutton, Dave Svetich, Joe Swanson, Mark Tower (compiler), 
Charles Tremoulet, Chuck Vellios, Barbara Vellios, George Weams, Barbara Woerner, and 
Bernice Wood. 

One Accipiter sp. is not included in the summary table. 


Burlington (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center near Camp Michaels; 
38.94932°, -084.74625°). Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 31; 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
EST. Sky overcast; temp. 36-42°F; wind SW 10-18 m.p.h. 

Nine observers in six parties. Total party-hours 27 (9 on foot, 18 by car). Total party- 
miles 131 (8 on foot, 123 by car). Total species 61; total individuals 3028. 

Observers: Kimmy Birrer, Kathy Caminiti, Elaine Carroll, Melissa Desjardin, Ed 
Groneman, Lee McNeely (compiler), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Gayle Pille, and Tommy 
Stephens. 


Falmouth (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center near Caddo, Ky.; 
38.74738°, -084.24473°). Habitat: 50% woodland and forest edge, 25% river and lake 
shoreline, 20% agricultural, and 5% residential. Jan. 2; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST. Sky 
overcast; temp. 43-47°F. Light Rain. 

Five observers in three parties. Total party-hours 16 (5 on foot, 11 by car). Total party- 
miles 97 (2 on foot, 95 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 1374. 


2017 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 31 


Observers: Lisa Combs, Rodney Crice (compiler), Ed Groneman, Ron Lusby, and 
David Svetich. 


Warsaw (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Gallatin County Courthouse; 
38.78387°, -084.90227°). Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 17; 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
EST. Sky overcast; temp. 46-65°F; wind S, 0-15 m.p.h. 

Four observers in two parties. Total party-hours 9.5 (1.0 on foot, 8.5 by car). Total 
party-miles 106 (1 on foot, 105 by car). Total species 62; total individuals 1426. 

Observers: Carol Besse, Ed Groneman, Lee McNeely (compiler), and Brainard Pal- 
mer-Ball, Jr. 


Richmond (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center ca. 0.7 air miles e. of 
junction of US 25 and KY 1983 (White Station Road); 37.6311N, -84.2638 W. Habitat: 
fencerows and roadsides (20%), woodland (20%), pasture/open fields (55%), lawns (4%) 
and lakes and ponds (1%). Dec. 17; 8:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. EST. Sky overcast; temp. 31- 
34°F; wind: W to SW, 0-5 m.p.h. Light rain until about 11:30 a.m.; occasional very light 
rain until 4:15 p.m. 

Four observers in two parties. Total party-hours 9 (3 on foot, 6 by car). Total party- 
miles 104.6 (3.5 on foot, 101.1 by car). Total species 55; 1996 total individuals. 

Observers: Rebecca Bates, Robert Foster, Paul Hager, and Gary Ritchison (compiler). 

Sandhill Crane, Hairy Woodpecker, and Fox Sparrow were seen during count week. 
We had no access to the Bluegrass Army Depot for this count. 


Russell-Adair County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center intersection of 
Owensby Road and Hwy. 3281; 36.96583°, -085.12167°). Habitat: mixed and deciduous 
woodland, pasture fields, streams and lake, mostly rural with a small percentage of urban. 
Elevation 530-1140 ft. Dec. 16; 3:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; temp. 17-39°F; 
wind variable, 0-8 m.p.h. 

Nine observers in five parties. Total party-hours 44.25 (6.00 on foot, 38.25 by car). 
Total party-miles 317.35 (4.25 on foot, 313.10 by car). Total species 88; total individuals 
5788. 

Observers: Derek Coomer, Granville Cox, Thelma Cox, Roseanna Denton (compiler), 
Steve Denton, Gay Hodges, Arlene Morton, Sasha Rohde, and Stephen J. Stedman. 

A Mallard x American Black Duck and 100 unidentified duck sp. are not included in 
the summary table. 


Somerset (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center junction of Bypass Hwy. 80 
and Hwy. 39; 37.10245°, -084.60376°). Habitat as described in 2000. Dec. 31; 6:15 a.m. to 
5:20 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 30-45°F; wind SSW, 3-20 m.p.h. Rain or drizzle occ- 
urred most of the day. 

Thirteen observers (plus four feeder watchers) in six parties. Total party-hours 45.25 
(6.00 by foot, 39.25 by car). Total party-miles 349.0 (4.5 on foot, 344.5 by car). Total 
species 82; total individuals 11,112. 

Observers: Ray Bontrager, Jean Brickell, Rhonda Bryant, Granville Cox, Roseanna 
Denton (compiler), Steve Denton, Gay Hodges, James Kiser, Scott Marsh, Lynda Mills, 
Tom Mills, Arlene Morton, and Stephen Stedman. 


Wayne County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center jct. Hwy. 1275 and 
Hwy. 3106; 36.8972°, -084.8215°). Habitat as described in 2002. Jan. 4; 6:15 a.m. to 5:45 
p.m. EST. Sky overcast to clear; temp. 33-38°F; wind NW, 0-25 m.p.h. 

Six observers in five parties. Total party-hours 34 (6 on foot, 28 by car). Total party- 
miles 218.5 (2.5 on foot, 216.0 by car). Total species 78; total individuals 4342. 

Observers: Roseanna Denton (compiler), Gay Hodges, Bret Kuss, Arlene Morton, Don 
Pelly, and Stephen J. Stedman. 
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London (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Rte. 3432 and US 25; 
37.13544°, -084.-09445°). Habitat as described in 2014. Dec. 22; 6:20 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Sky clear in a.m.; clouds moved in after 1:00 p.m.; temp. 32-47°F; wind SW, 0-8 m.p.h. 

Twelve observers in five parties. Total party-hours 44.5 (4.0 on foot, 40.5 by car). 
Total party-miles 322.75 (1.50 on foot, 321.25 by car). Total species 71; total individuals 
3920. 

Observers: Wendi Allen, Clay Bliznick, Granville Cox (compiler), Thelma Cox, Rose- 
anna Denton, Steve Denton, Abi Dixon, Tyler Fulmor, Bobbie Idol, Bret Kuss, Marie 
Oakley, and Tucker Robinson. 


Cumberland Falls (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center on upper Bark 
Camp Creek; 36.8900°, -084.2611°). Habitat: mostly forest (about 70% upland oak and 
pine, mixed forest, and hemlock forest), about 20% in small rural home lots, small farm 
holdings, and minimal residential and urban areas, one large reservoir (Laurel River Lake), 
and about 17 miles of Cumberland River/Lake Cumberland and its riparian forest. Dec. 15; 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST; sky clear during a.m., overcast during p.m.; temp. 18-25°F; 
wind WNW, 0-10 m.p.h. 

Nine observers in five parties. Total party-hours 38.50 (3.75 on foot, 34.75 by car). 
Total party-miles 288.25 (3.75 on foot, 279.50 by car). Total species 64; total individuals 
3002. 

Observers: Sara Ash, Granville Cox, Thelma Cox, Roseanna Denton, Steve Denton, 
Bret Kuss (compiler), Lynda Mills, Tom Mills, and Renee Yetter. 


— 283 Roy Thomas Road, Bowling Green, KY, 42103 (blaine. ferrell@wku.edu). 


FIELD NOTE 
A Kentucky “Big Year” 


During 2013, Eddie Huber and I attempted to encounter as many species of birds 
within the state of Kentucky as we could. This effort, commonly deemed a “big year,” is an 
endeavor that many birders undertake within certain geographic areas (from local yards or 
parks to counties, states, countries, or the world). Over the course of the year, I recorded 
299 species while Eddie recorded 297. The two species I encountered that Eddie did not 
were Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus), found in Lee County during an 
early June Breeding Bird Survey, and Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus), seen at the Louisville 
airport in mid-December. Almost all of the rare species we encountered were documented 
with photographs, although a few were documented with written summaries. All of our 
reports based on that documentary information have been reviewed and accepted by the 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee (Yandell 2016). I had a personal goal of trying to see all 
of the species I encountered, a goal at which I was pleasantly surprised to succeed. 

In several prior years I had made a conscious effort to find as many birds in the state 
as I could. These included 2007, when I found 296 species. One other reported Kentucky 
big year has tallied more than 290 species, that being when 300 species were reported by 
David Roemer in 2002 (KOS 2017). A comparison of the different species reported on 
these three year lists (2002, 2007, and 2013) is presented in Table 1 (next page). A total of 
317 species is accounted for among the three lists while the combined lists for 2002/2007, 
2002/2013 and 2007/2013 were 312, 313, and 310, respectively. 

Although there is little of bird conservation value involved in engaging in such an 
activity, we did contribute some useful, albeit negative, information. It was disappointing to 
confirm the absence of a few declining species in Kentucky during 2013. These include 
King Rail (Rallus elegans) and Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) that were not found 
despite spending a significant amount of effort to locate them in previously known areas. It 
also includes Bachman’s Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis);, this species is still known from a 
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small breeding population on the Ft. Campbell Military Reservation in Trigg County, but 
we were unable to gain access to the Base to see them and could not find any in marginally 
suitable habitat nearby. 

A brief summary of the 2013 bird highlights would include the presence of most of 
the “rare” northern finches early in the year including Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra), 
White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera), and Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes 
vespertinus). In fact, the presence of these species during the winter 2012-2013 was one of 
the motivating factors in undertaking the big year. Other rarities from the north included 
Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) and Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor), the latter 
remarkably seen by us four times during the year. 


Table 1. Comparison of Kentucky Big Year lists over 290 species. 


2002 but missed in 2013* 2013 but missed in 2002 2013 but missed in 2007 2007 but missed in 2013 
| SnowBunting | Say’s Phoebe Cid «Red Crossbill =| CCCs 
| Bachman’s Sparrow __| Northern Shrike | White-wingedCrossbill | 
| Clay-colored Sparrow ___|_ Brown-headed Nuthatch | EveningGrosbeak | 
Po Citsti“‘!C*t SpottedTowhee | 
PO Red Crossbill 
Po C—C“‘;OCf EveningGrosbeak | 


* — the 2002 list was reported as 300, but review of Kentucky Bird Records Committee Reports and 
Seasonal Reports in The Kentucky Warbler to reconstruct it yielded a total of only 296 of them. 


Very rare or vagrant birds from other regions included Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 
(Dendrocygna autumnalis), Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera), Anhinga (Anhinga anhin- 
ga), Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus), Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), 
Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja), Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) [including the 
first spring record for the state], Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini), California Gull (Larus 
californicus), White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica), Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus 
rufus), Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus), Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya), Brown-headed 
Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla), Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus), and Yellow-headed Blackbird 
(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). 

Some of the rare and typically hard-to-encounter, but regularly occurring species that 
we saw included Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata), Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occi- 
dentalis), Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata), Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), 
Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), Red-necked 
Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus), Long-eared Owl (Asio otus), Northern Saw-whet Owl 
(Aegolius acadicus), Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus), Nelson’s Sparrow 
(Ammodramus nelsoni), and Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta). 

Six of the species we saw were introduced: Mute Swan (Cygnus olor), Rock Pigeon 
(Columba livia), Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto), European Starling (Stur- 
nus vulgaris), House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), and House Sparrow (Passer dom- 
esticus). Within this category, we also observed Whooping Crane (Grus americana) [Hop- 
kins County] and Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) [Hardin and Muhlenberg counties]. 
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The latter were actually “countable” as reintroduced species from the Great Lakes states 
(McNeely 2006). This species would represent a 300" encountered in the state during the 
year, but I was not completely comfortable counting it at the time. 

We encountered a few “non-countable” forms and subspecies during the year. These 
included a white morph Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) [Hardin County] and a Harlan’s 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis harlani) [Hopkins County]. In addition, we encoun- 
tered individuals of two different call types of Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra). The 
individuals in Jefferson County were “Type 3” birds that were feeding primarily in Eastern 
hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis) while individuals encountered in Marshall County in western 
Kentucky were “Type 2” birds that were feeding primarily in introduced Loblolly pines 
(Pinus taeda). Identification of calls recorded in the field was confirmed by Matt Young 
with Cornell University. 

Seven species were documented by others in Kentucky during 2013 that we did not 
get to see: White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi), Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa), Black- 
capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus), Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis), Bach- 
man’s Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis), Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana), and Common 
Redpoll (Acanthis flammea). 

In this era of the internet, it is possible for individuals who engage in such activities 
to know much more quickly about unusual sightings, and we were able to share in a number 
of observations reported by others in the birding community during the year. This camara- 
derie is an added bonus to the personal satisfaction of discovering one’s own rare birds. A 
list of many of the individuals who found birds that we were able to count as “firsts” during 
the year includes Bud & Brenda Angus, Michael Autin, Jane & Pat Bell, Carol Besse, 
Charlie Crawford, Tom Critchfield, Melodie Cunningham, Steve & Teresa Graham, Rich- 
ard Healy, Todd Hendricks, Rob Lane, Amy Lint, Frank Lyne, Susan Neace, Carol & Jeff 
Sole, Mary Schmidt, Matt Stickel, Kevin Turner, Mike Wright, Brian Wulker, and Aviva 
Yasgur. We also enjoyed many other birds during the year that others found; gratitude is 
extended to the entire Kentucky birding community for sharing in our endeavor. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the contributions and companionship of Eddie 
Huber during our big year. Eddie found several species including Western Grebe, Anhinga, 
California Gull, and Spotted Towhee. When I began thinking about embarking on the en- 
deavor late in 2012, Eddie enthusiastically joined in, and we certainly birded more in Ken- 
tucky than we ever had before. Eddie’s patience, diligence, enthusiasm, and friendship will 
always remain among my favorite memories of our big year in Kentucky. 
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— Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, Kentucky, 40222 
(brainard@mindspring.com). 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 


The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to hon- 
or the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of Ginny 
and her husband, Wendell, to K.O.S. and to environmental education efforts across Ken- 
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tucky. The scholarship is available to a young birder between the ages of 13 and 18 who 
lives in Kentucky. The Scholarship will pay tuition for a young birder to attend an Amer- 
ican Birding Association (A.B.A.) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, 
applicants should fill out the form found on the K.O.S. web site (http://birdky .org/wendell- 
and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she 
wants to attend, and provide a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. 
Scholarship recipients will be asked to report on their Camp experience, either in person at 
a meeting of K.O:S. or their local bird club, or in writing. 

In 2016, K.O.S. awarded a Kingsolver Scholarship to 14-year-old Tommy Quarles of 
Frankfort. Tommy attended Camp Colorado where he garnered 59 “life birds.” He gave a 
report of his trip, including many excellent photographs he took, at both the fall 2016 
K.O.S. meeting and at the October 2016 meeting of The Beckham Bird Club. 

Applications for the 2017 Kingsolver Scholarship are due by April 1, 2017. Because 
the A.B.A. camps sell out very early, K.O.S. will move the deadline to apply to January 31 
of each year beginning in 2018. Since the Fund was established in 2013, K.O.S. has 
provided Kingsolver Scholarships to five young Kentucky birders. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the ap- 
preciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of up to $500, 
please contact Scott Marsh by mail at 4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 
40509, or via email at (scott.marsh@twce.com). 

In recent months, three Anne Stamm Fund grants have been awarded. Maupin Elemen- 
tary School in west Louisville used its grant to install bird feeders in an area viewed by sev- 
eral classrooms. The students worked with a group called People for Pollinators to plant a 
native flower garden around the feeders. A second grant went to one of our own, past 
K.O.S. president Steve Kistler, who used the money to buy several pairs of binoculars to 
loan to participants attending the dozens of bird and nature walks he leads at Mammoth 
Cave National Park each year. Many families with children get to experience birds up close 
and are provided a unique environmental education experience during Steve’s hikes. Most 
recently, the Kentucky Association of Environmental Education received a grant to develop 
materials and train facilitators to lead workshops called Flying Wild. These workshops will 
provide hands-on, classroom and field experiences in bird biology, conservation, and nat- 
ural history to middle school students across the state. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky 
with monetary awards of up to $1000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the K.O.S. 
website (http://birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 or 
via email at (kate.slankard@ky.gov). 

In 2017, K.O.S. has received and funded two proposals, both for graduate students at 
Kentucky universities. Kaitlyn Kelly, who is advised by David Brown at Eastern Kentucky 
University, received a grant of $1000 for her project titled Development and Analysis of an 
Avian Index of Biological Integrity for Kentucky Wetlands. Zach Hackworth, who is advised 
by John Cox at the University of Kentucky, received a grant of $1000 for his project titled 
Short and Mid-term Responses of At-risk Forest-nesting Neotropical Migratory Songbirds 
at Watershed-scale, Uneven-aged Forest Management. 
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Christian Co. Inca Dove, Logan Co. 
2 November 2016 7 August 2016 
Sharon Arnold Steve Tyson 


— — 


White-winged Dove, Fayette Co. Cinnamon Teal, Fayette Co. 
24 November 2016 10 September 2016 
David Svetich Ronan O’Carra 


Swallow-tailed Kite, Mercer Co. American Avocet, Wayne Co. 
1 August 2016 20 August 2016 
Kurt Dorman Ray Bontrager 
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The Kentucky Ornithological Society 
Spring 2017 Meeting 
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park 
April 28 - 30, 2017 
Friday, April 28 


2:30 p.m. Pat and Jane Bell led a bird walk along Kentucky Scenic Lake Drive, Land 
Between the Lakes. 


7:10 p.m. Evening Meeting 

David Lang called the meeting to order, introduced one new member, and 
discussed birding etiquette. David announced the field trips for Saturday morning. 
Blaine Ferrell will lead a field trip around the lodge, Steve Kistler will lead a trip 
for beginners around the lodge, Josh Powell will lead a field trip to the Clark River 
Wildlife Management Area, David Lang and Rebecca Bates led trips to the north 
end of the Land Between the Lakes. 

Steve Kistler conducted a bird quiz showing pictures of parts of 25 birds in 
flight for members to guess the identity. He did show the whole picture as well after 
the quiz. 

Kate Slankard, biologist with the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, gave a talk “Habitat Management is for the Birds.” She described the 
latest research conducted at Kentucky Wildlife Management Areas, including the 
impact of habitat management by fire, monitoring avian species, restoring oak- 
hickory forests, and the impact of restoring native warm season grasses on bird 
populations. Forty-eight species in decline are covered in the program. She asked 
members to share information regarding the location of Loggerhead Shrikes for an 
ongoing project studying their status. She also asked for information on Osprey 
nests, particularly east of the Land Between the Lakes. 

Tony Brusate, President of the Central Kentucky Audubon Society, presented 
Audubon’s Climate Report. The future of 314 species of birds of North American 
Birds is in peril. He showed graphics regarding temperature and other 
meteorological changes suspected of determining the range of bird species. Birds 
are anticipated to spend winters farther north. He described examples of species 
whose range will likely change due to climate changes and what can be done to help 
them adjust. All of us need to reduce energy use that require fossil fuels to reduce 
climate changes. Audubon Climate Watch, a model predicting future species ranges, 
needs volunteers to monitor species in select areas to see if their model will be 
predictive. 

Pat Bell mentioned that donated books are available for a silent auction. Also, 
she mentioned that bird cards produced by Mary Yandell are available for 
dissemination to inform potential members about KOS. She asked members to take 
some and share them with others. The meeting concluded at 8:45 p.m. and was 
followed by a social with refreshments. 
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Saturday, April 29 


8:00 a.m. Field trips departed from the Park Lodge. Several field trips were offered 
for the afternoon. Steve Kistler led a wildflower walk and David Lang led a field 
trip to the north end of Land Between the Lakes on FS Road 107. 


7:00 p.m. Evening Meeting 


Pat called the meeting to order and reminded everyone to turn off their cell 
phones. She welcomed everyone and identified one new member. Also, she 
introduced the recipient, Kimmy Birrer, of an award to attend a birding camp from 
the Kingsolver Fund. 

Blaine Ferrell tallied the species observed by K.O.S. members during field 
trips (158 species). Mary Yandell announced plans for Wings of Winter Bird 
Festival in Tennessee. 

Pat Bell introduced Steve Shunk, author of the Peterson Reference Guide to 
Woodpeckers of North America and founder of the Woodpecker Wonderland 
Festival in central Oregon. This was his first time in Kentucky. His talk “Lives and 
Times of Kentucky Woodpeckers” covered the natural history of Kentucky 
Woodpeckers, their anatomy, conservation and ecology. He gave out stuffed bird 
toy prizes for answers to three questions. He indicated that woodpeckers represent 
keystone species in that they excavate cavity nests for approximately 40 other bird 
species. He stressed the need to maintain healthy forests for woodpeckers. He 
invited members to visit Woodpecker Wonderland in central Oregon where there 
are 11 species of breeding woodpeckers. 

Pat Bell thanked Steve Shunk for the talk and thanked David Lang for making 
the arrangements for the meeting and field trip leaders. David Lang reminded 
everyone about the Sunday morning field trips. Lee Mc Neely will lead a trip to the 
Sheriff's Ranch and below the dam. Win Ahrens will lead a trip along the Lake 
Scenic Trail. 
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Attendance at the KOS Spring Meeting 


Alexandria 
Austin 
Benton 
Berea 


Bowling Green 


Brandon 
Burlington 
Cadiz 

Carrolton, MO 
Columbia, MO 
Danville 
Elizabethtown 
Fredericksburg, VA 
Floyds Knob, IN 
Glasgow 
Georgetown 
Greenville 
Herndon 
Hodgenville 
Lawrenceburg 
Lexington 


Louisville 


Morehead 
Munfordville 
Murray 


Prospect 
Salem 
Science Hill 
Villa Hills 


Mary Beth Lusby and Ron Lusby 

Barbara Brand 

Josh Powell 

Gretchen Bolton, Rebecca Bates, Rob Foster, Jennifer 
Perkins 

Valerie Brown, Blaine Ferrell, 
Mattingly, and Tom Durbin 


Ken Keuhn, Marilyn 


Preston Forsythe and Shari Forsythe 
Lee McNeely 

James D. Chiles 

June Newman 

Kathleen Anderson, Janice Gaston, Edge Wade 
Granville Cox 

Jennifer Snyder 

Joyce Bathke, Michael Bathke 
Colleen Craven-Becker, Tom Becker 
Linda Craiger 

Betsy Lang, David Lang 

Steve Graham, Teresa Graham 

Sarah Bell 

Rosemary Meredith 

Kate Slankard 


Clay Bliznik, Nancy Braun, Tony Brusate, Jessica Hollis, 
Alice Howell, Mary Sutton, Carl Vogel, Jim Williams, 


Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse, David Lusk, Terri Lusk, 
Pam Spaulding, James Wheat, Ben Yandell and Mary 
Yandell 


Fred Busroe, Katie Busroe, Brian Reeder 
Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler 


Melissa Easley, Bonnie McNeely, Same McNeely, Sarah 
Moy 


Win Ahrens 
Patty Horner 
Roseanna Denton 
Kimmy Birrer 
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Bird Species Observed at the KOS Spring Meeting 
Kentucky Dam Village and Area 
April 28-April 30, 2017 


The following birds were observed by members: Canada Goose, Wood Duck, 
Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, 
Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, Red- 
breasted Merganser, Northern Bobwhite, Wild Turkey, Common Loon, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Horned Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, American White Pelican, Great 
Blue Heron, Great Egret, Little Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, Green Heron, Black- 
crowned Night-Heron, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey 
Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad- 
winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, 
Willet, Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, Bonaparte’s Gull, Laughing Gull, 
Franklin’s Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster’s Tern, Rock 
Pigeon, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black- 
billed Cuckoo, Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Chuck-will’s-widow, Eastern 
Whip-poor-will, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, American Kestrel, Eastern 
Wood-Pewee, Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Kingbird, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, 
Fish Crow, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Brown-headed Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, 
Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, 
Ovenbird, Worm-eating Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, 
Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Prothonotary Warbler, Swainson’s Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, 
Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, 
Cape May Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Northern Parula, Bay-breasted Warbler, 
Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackpoll 
Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Palm Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow- 
rumped Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green 
Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Savannah 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, White-crowned 
Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, 
Baltimore Oriole, House Finch, American Goldfinch and House Sparrow. 


The total species tally was 158, a record number. 
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WINTER 2016-2017 SEASON 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 


Climatic conditions during winter 2016-2017 were overall mild with variable 
precipitation during the season. The average temperature during December was very 
close to normal at all major recording stations; however, January and February were 
much warmer than normal, with average temperatures roughly 7-8°F higher than 
normal and 9-10°F higher than normal at all major recording stations during January 
and February, respectively. Most of the state received slightly more to one-and-a- 
half times more than the normal amount of precipitation during December and 
January, the exception being the far west, where Paducah received about three- 
fourths the normal amount of precipitation during January. February turned 
somewhat dry, with most major stations recording roughly one-half to three-fourths 
the normal amount of precipitation. Mild temperatures during mid-winter resulted 
in very little snowfall anywhere in the state during the season. 

It was the second winter in a row with an above-normal number of reports of 
lingering migrants and summer residents; these included American Bittern, Sora, 
Spotted Sandpiper, House Wren, Orange-crowned Warbler, Cape May Warbler, 
Yellow-throated Warbler, Henslow’s Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, and Lark Sparrow. 
Vagrant rarities were limited to a Say’s Phoebe in Nelson County. Winter finches 
were very scarce, although Red-breasted Nuthatches were present in above-average 
numbers for the first time in four years. 

Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that 
these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky 
birds. Reports of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written 
and/or photographic documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions regarding the official 
Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The Kentucky 
Warbler. 


Abbreviations — County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the 
“/?? symbol is used in place of “and”; “ba” next to an observer’s initials indicates 
that the bird was banded; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vo.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the observation was documented with a voice recording; “t+” next to 
an observer’s initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; 
Place names: Anchorage Trail, e. Jefferson; Ballard WMA, Ballard; Barkley Dam, 
Lyon (unless otherwise noted); Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren (unless otherwise 
noted); Blood River = Blood River embayment of Ky Lake, Calloway; Cecilia, w. 
Hardin; former Gibraltar Mine, se. of Martwick e. Muhlenberg; Frogue Pond, n. of 
Zion, Todd; Jacobson Park, Reservoir #4 at Jacobson Park, Lexington; Jonathan 
Creek = Jonathan Creek embayment, Ky Lake, Marshall; Ken Unit, Peabody WMA, 
Ohio; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall; Ky Dam Village SRP, 
Marshall; Ky Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/Marshall/Trigg; Lake Linville, 
Rockcastle; Lake Peewee, Hopkins; Lake Reba, Madison; LBL = Land Between the 
Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg; Lexington, Fayette; Long Point = 
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Long Point Unit Reelfoot NWR, Fulton; Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. Fulton; 
McElroy Lake, s. Warren; Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. Jefferson; 
Reformatory Lake, nr. Buckner, Oldham; Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit Sloughs 
WMA, Henderson; Science Hill, Pulaski; Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit Peabody 
WMA, Muhlenberg; Sledd Creek = Sledd Creek embayment of Ky Lake, Marshall; 
Spindletop Farm = University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm, Fayette; SP 
= State Park; SRP = State Resort Park; Upper Hickman Bottoms, Fulton; West Ky 
WMA, McCracken; WMA = Wildlife Management Area. 


Greater White-fronted Goose — peak Snow Goose — peak counts at the 


counts from the traditional wintering 
locales included 2000 at Sauerheber 
by 3 December (JM) with 8750 there 
14 December (CPI) and ca. 7000 there 
during the latter half of January (CPI); 
up to 8530 at Ballard WMA during the 
last week of December (RCo); and 
1900 at at Long Point 4 January(GP). 
Also of interest were tallies of 8000 & 
10,000 at Doug Travis WMA, 
Carlisle, 31 January & 3 February, 
respectively (TK). Additional reports 
of interest included 4 at Shaker 
Village, Mercer, 3 December (DL, 
ASK); 6 at the Reformatory Lake 
(BrD, KP) and 1 at Freeman Lake, 
Hardin, (BP, JAr), both 21 December; 
11 along McGill Wyan Road, Laurel, 
22 December (CBI); up to 21 (23 
December [DSv, LCo]) at various 
locales in Fayette from mid-December 
to early January; up to 31 (4/11 
February [SA, JHa]) at Frogue Pond 
and other ponds in the vicinity during 
the season; 40 at Lake Linville 23 
December (JSo); 1 s. of Science Hill 
31 December (RBo) with 1 ne. of 
Albia, Pulaski, 7 January (RD); 100 s. 
of Rumsey, McLean, 18 January (TG, 
SG) with at least 1000 there 23 
January (SG, TG); 45 at McElroy Lake 
18 January (TD); and 500 sw. of 
Owensboro, Daviess, 23 January (SG, 
TG). 


traditional wintering locales included 
9250 at Sauerheber 6 December (CPI) 
with 5000 on the Ohio River nearby 22 
December (KMi) and 15,000 along 
Straightline Road n. of Sauerheber 5 
January (KMi); ca. 12,000 at Ballard 
WMA 19 December (BWu, BP, TG, 
SG); 3500 at Long Point 1 February 
(HC, ME, JP); and 5000-10,000 in the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms 13 February 
(BP). Also reported were impressive 
tallies of 80,000 and a near-state- 
record high count of 150,000 at Doug 
Travis WMA, Carlisle, 31 January and 
3 February, respectively (TK). In 
addition, a very unusual movement 
appeared farther e. than normal 17-18 
January with the following reports: 75- 
100 seen from Melco 17 January (MA) 
with 375 total in two flocks over there 
18 January (MM, BP, TR); a large 
number heard over s. Henry (RR), an 
unknown number heard over Franklin 
(WH), and about 50 in two flocks over 
s. Jefferson (EHu), all on the night of 
17 January; and 25-30 over 
Stephensburg, Hardin (JBn), 100+ 
over Harrison (WH), ca. 1000 over ne. 
Hart (JBt, fide SK), ca. 100 over 
Nicholasville, Jessamine, (STu), ca. 
100 over Bardstown, Nelson (PB, 
JBe), ca. 50 over sw. Logan (FL), ca. 
50 over ne. Barren (LCr), and 300 at 
McElroy Lake (TD), all 18 January. 
There were also second-hand reports 
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from Oldham and Shelby (fide JBr). In 
addition, abnormal high counts 
reported in subsequent days included 
150 w. of Cecilia 22 January (BWu, 
BP); and 3000 sw. of Owensboro, 
Daviess, and 8000 s. of Rumsey, 
McLean, both 23 January (TG, SG). It 
is thought that these birds were 
displaced in some way by inclement 
weather along the Mississippi River 
flyway (fide JBr). 


Ross’s Goose — in recent years, the 
number of reports of this species has 
continued to increase; also, the number 
of reports of birds that appear to be 
hybrids or backcrosses has increased; 
however, the blurred line between 
hybrids and “good” Ross’s is 
confusing, and the authors have tended 
to be more inclusive of small, but 
slightly odd-looking birds being 
considered herein as Ross’s. Reports 
of interest included 1 at Shaker 
Village, Mercer, 16 December (DL, 
ASK); at least 14 at Ballard WMA 19 
December (BP, BWu, SG, TG); 8 sw. 
of Trenton, Todd , 8-9 December (ph. 
SA) with 1-3 at Frogue Pond during 
mid- to late December (ph. SA et al.) 
and 3 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 23 
January (SA); 1 at the State Game 
Farm, Franklin, 21 December (ph. 
RCh); 3 in n. Fayette 24 December-—3 
January (DSv, ph. LCo, et al.) with 5 
at Spindletop Farm 19 February (DSv) 
and | still there 22 February (RO); 3 
ene. of Science Hill 2 January (ph. 
RD); at least 4 at Sauerheber 14 
January (BP, NB); 5 s. of Rumsey, 
McLean (TG, SG), 2 s. of Richmond, 
Madison (DSv), and 18 at McElroy 
Lake (TD), both 18 January; 1 at the 
mouth of the Licking River, 
Campbell/Kenton, 18-27 January (ph. 
RCr et al.); 1 nw. of Independence, 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 45 


Kenton, 6 February (RCr); at least 65 
sw. of Sassafras Ridge, Fulton, 13 
February (BP); 2 at Fox Chase Pond, 
Wayne, 18 February (ph. RBo); and 1 
at Burlington, Boone, 26 February 
(LM). 


Cackling Goose — reports of interest 


included 1 at Lake Linville 9 Decem- 
ber (DR); 4 at the Reformatory Lake 
21 December (BrD); 1-4 at various 
ponds in Fayette 23 December—22 
January (CBI, DSv, DL, et al.); 2 sw. 
of Shelbyville, Shelby, 12 January 
with 5 there 19 January (TAM); 3 n. of 
Franklin Crossroads, Hardin, 22 
January (ph. BP, ph. BWu); 3 at Stone 
Place Stables, n. Jefferson, 11-12 
February (PB, JBe, et al.); and 4 at 
Science Hill 10 January (ph. RD) with 
7 ene. of Science Hill 4 February (ph. 
RD). 


Mute Swan — the blurred line between 


birds that are part of established 
populations, mostly originating from 
the Great Lakes, and those that simply 
represent local birds that are likely 
non-reproducing and simply feral has 
been difficult to distinguish. The 
authors now consider it likely that 
birds traditionally reported herein 
from n. Fayette, the Reformatory 
Lake, and several locales in Shelby, 
may simply be feral birds originating 
from local collections. One at 
Petersburg, Boone, 19 January (LM) 
and up to 5 at Frankfort, Franklin, 
during the first week of February were 
more likely of origin from established 
populations (ph. RCh, et al.). 
Additional reports found in eBird are 
of unspeculated origin. 
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Tundra Swan — the wintering flock at 
Sauerheber peaked at 105 on 20 
December (CPI); there were three 
additional reports: 8 s. of Rumsey, 
McLean, 16 January (TG, SG) that had 
apparently been present for a couple of 
weeks according to local residents; 6 at 
Lake Reba 28 January (ph. RCh) and 6 
at Spindletop Farm 19 February (ph. 
DSv et al.). 


Gadwall — generally modest peak counts 
included 200 at Sauerheber 1 1 Decem- 
ber (JM); 200 at Blood River 30 
December (HC); 200 at Melco 11 
January (MA); 250 on Honker Lake/ 
Bay, LBL, Lyon/Trigg, 16 January 
(AS); 1000 in the Upper Hickman 
Bottoms | February (HC, ME, JP); and 
200 at Clarks River NWR, Marshall, 
18 February (MTs). 


American Wigeon — peak counts of 
interest included 300 in the Upper 
Hickman Bottoms | February (HC, 
ME, JP) and at least 350 in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms (most at Long 
Point) 13 February (BP) with 520 at 
and immediately adjacent to Long 
Point 17 February (BWu, MM, BP). 


Gadwall x Mallard — a male that was 
observed at Somerset, Pulaski, during 
November was seen again 17 February 
(ph. RD). 


Blue-winged Teal — 1 was reported at 
Barren River Lake 9 January (*RBo); 
5 ne.of Benton, Marshall (MTs), and 1 
at Murl Pond s. of Murl, Wayne (ph. 
RBo), both 18 February, were the 
earliest spring migrants to be reported. 


Northern Shoveler — local peak counts 
of interest included 45 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2/#3 on 9 January (CBI, 


JSo, et al.); 45 at Melco 12 January 
(MA); 130 at KY 94 and Mud Creek, 
Fulton, | February (HC, JP, ME); 300 
at Ballard WMA 17 February (BWu, 
MM, BP); and at least 350 at Long 
Point 27 February (JP). 


Mallard x Northern Pintail — a male 


was present at Freeman Lake, Hardin, 
16 January (ph. JSn). 


Northern Pintail — at least 300 in the 


Lower Hickman Bottoms 13 February 
(BP) and 100 along Straightline Road 
n. of Sauerheber 16 February (KM1i) 
represented the peak counts for the 
season. 


Green-winged Teal — peak counts of 


interest included an impressive 270 on 
a small farm pond along Lawson- 
Poindexter Road, Todd, 14 December 
(ph. BP); 1300 at Ballard WMA 19 
December (BWu, BP, SG, TG); at 
least 525 in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 17 February (BWu, MM, 
BP); and 342 at Obion WMA, Fulton, 
27 February (JP). 


Redhead — generally modest peak 


counts included 50 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2/#3 on 9 December (CBI 
et al.); 103 on Ky Lake e. of New 
Concord, Calloway, 3 January (JP, 
ME); 55 on Lexington Reservoir #4 on 
25-27 February (DL, ASK, et al.); and 
50 on Lake Reba 25 February (DL, 
ASK). 


Ring-necked Duck — modest peak 


counts for the season included 200 at 
Sauerheber 11 December (JM) and 
100 at the Sinclair Unit 2 January 
(CBI, BP). 
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Greater Scaup — generally below- 
average numbers were present during 
this mild winter season. 


Lesser Scaup — 750 on Lake Barkley, 
Trigg, 6 December (BL) represented 
the peak count for the season. 


Surf Scoter — there were four reports: 1 
on Ky Lake above the dam, Marshall, 
13/17 December (AH/HC, ME); 2 on 
Lake Reba 20-25 December (ph. TQ, 
RCh, et al.); 2 on the Ohio River above 
Markland Dam, Gallatin, 27 Decem- 
ber (ph. WH); and 2 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2/#3 on 23 January (CBI, 
ph. LCo, et al.). 


White-winged Scoter — there were four 
reports: | on Green River Lake, Adair, 
9 December (ph. RD); 5 on Green 
River Lake, Taylor, 16 December (BP, 
JBa); 1 on Lake Linville 18 December 
(ph. RD); and 8 at Jacobson Park 1 
January (ph. BY, et al.). 


White-winged Scoter, Fayette 
1 January 2017 
Ben Yandell 


Long-tailed Duck — a male on Ky Lake 
above the dam, Livingston, 17 
February (BP, MM, BWu) was the 
only one reported. 
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Bufflehead — 46 on Lake Linville 7 
December (JSo) represented a modest 
peak Count. 


Hooded Merganser — 500 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2/#3 on 15 December (SP, 
DL, et al.) represented the peak count 
for the season. 


Common Merganser — reports of 
interest included 7 on the lower 
Rockcastle River, Laurel, 15 Decem- 
ber (ph. RD); 4 on Green River Lake, 
Taylor, 28 December (BP, JSo); 5 on 
Lake Reba 3 January (ph. JAb); 4 on 
Lake Peewee 8 January (TG, SG); and 
1 on Lake Linville 31 January (CBI). 


Red-breasted Merganser — peak counts 
of interest included 65 on Lake 
Barkley above the dam 8 February 
(BP); at least 100 on Lake Barkley at 
Kuttawa, Lyon, 14 February (BP); and 
at least 105 on Lake Barkley, Lyon, 17 
February (BWu, MM, BP). 


Ruddy Duck — generally modest peak 
counts included 110 total on Green 
River Lake,  Adair/Taylor, 16 
December (BP, JBa); 60 on Lake 
Linville 25 December (SP); 69 on 
Lexington Reservoirs #2/#3 on 1 
January (JSo); and at least 200 on Lake 
Barkley above the dam 17 February 
(BWu, MM, BP). 


Common Loon — modest peak counts 
included 30 on Dale Hollow Lake, 
Clinton, 3 December (RD, RBo) and 
61 on Green River Lake, Taylor, 4 
December (JSo). 


Horned Grebe — peak counts of interest 
included 70 on Dale Hollow Lake, 
Clinton, 3 December (RD, RBo) and 
63 on Green River Lake, Adair, 27 
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December (JSo) with 98 total on the 
lake 28 December (JSo, BP). 


American White Pelican — the mild 
winter resulted in an above-average 
number lingering on Lake Barkley and 
Ky Lake through the season. In 
addition, a flock of 7 on Dewey Lake, 
Floyd, 19 December (ph. ZS) was 
exceptional for e. Kentucky. 


American Bittern — there were two 
reports: 1 at Spindletop Farm 10 
January (ph. DSv) and 1 at Norton 
Commons, ne. Jefferson, 8-12 
February (ph. PB, JBe, et al.). 


Great Egret — there were reports from 
seven locales: 1 n. of Oak Grove, 
Christian, 7 December (ph. SA); | in 
the Upper Hickman Bottoms 12/15 
December (MG); 5 still at Guthrie 
Swamp, Todd, 13 December (ph. SA) 
with 3 there to 16 December (ph. SA) 
and 1 lingering in the vicinity to 4 
January (ph. SA); 1 lingered at the 
Falls of the Ohio to 18 December (BP); 
1 present at the Lexington Reservoirs 
#2/#3 from 15 December to 4 January 
(DL, SP, et al.); 1 at Debord Pond n. of 
Monticello, Wayne, 8 February (ph. 
RD); and 1 at Cave Lake, Wayne, 18 
February (fRBo). 


Green Heron — | apparently wintered at 
Pumphouse Pond, Pulaski, where a 
bird has also been reported twice in 
previous years; this individual was 
seen 12 January & 15. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — 1 at 
Long Point 17 December (*JHa) was 
quite unusual for that locale, especially 
during early winter. 
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Osprey — extraordinarily early was 1 
below Ky Dam 28 February (TRS, 
VS). 


Golden Eagle — 1-3 were reported at the 
traditional wintering locale at Bern- 
heim Forest, Bullitt/Nelson, during the 
season (m. ob.); also reported were 
singles along the Kentucky River near 
Gratz, Owen, 1 December (RR) and at 
Long Point 18 December (7+JHa, 
*GK). 


Rough-legged Hawk — there was only 
one report: 1 in ne. Daviess 17 
December (MTh fide JHo). 


Virginia Rail — there were reports from 
two locales: 2 heard at the Ken Unit 
and 3 heard on the former Gibraltar 
Mine, all 2 January (BP, CBI) and 3 
heard at the Ken Unit and 2 heard on 
the former Gibraltar Mine, all 17 
February (BP, MM, BWu), with 1 
heard at the latter locale 18 February 
(CBI). 


Sora — singles heard at different spots on 
the former Gibraltar Mine, both 2 
January (BP, CBI) represented a first 
for the state during winter; one of these 
birds was heard calling again 17/18 
February (BP, BWu, MM/CB)). 


Sandhill Crane — the first large south- 
bound movements of the season 
included counts of 1700 over Douglass 
Hills, Jefferson, 8 December (BY, 
MY, JBe, PB, et al.) and 1600 over the 
same location 10 December (MY). At 
Barren River Lake, only 716 were 
present 5 December (WT), with 4780 
there 12 December (WT), 13,000 there 
19 December (WT), 9500 there 5 
January (WT), 12,400 there 9 January 
(WT), 4700+ there 17 January (WT), 
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7000 there 23 January (WT), and only Greater Yellowlegs — 1 at Lake No. 9, 


216 there 6 February (WT). With 
conditions w. of Cecilia, Hardin, 
relatively dry early during the winter, 
few were present until January, when 
1200 were counted there 1 January 
(CL), with 1565 there 17 January 
(EHa), 2178 there 23 January (EHa), 
ca. 2500 there 28 January (JBe, PB), a 
season peak count of 13,600+ there 29 
January (EHa), ca. 12,000 there 9 
February (CL), and 7200+ there 13 
February (EHa). 


Pectoral Sandpiper — | w. of Miller, 
Fulton, 17 February (BP, BWu, MM) 
established a new early arrival date for 
the state by four days. 


Dunlin — 2 lingered at Jonathan Creek to 
17 December (HC, ME). 


Least Sandpiper — 52 were still at Blood 
River 1 December (HC) and as has 
become the norm, small numbers 
appeared to linger at Blood River and 
Jonathan Creek through the season; 
other reports of interest included up to 
ca. 12 lingering at Frogue Pond into 
mid-December, with | lingering there 
to 11 February (ph. SA); small 
numbers at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, to 
26 December (ph. SA); 1 n. of Franklin 
Crossroads, Hardin, 22 January (ph. 
BP, ph. BWu); 3 w. of Miller, Fulton, 
13 February (BP); and 4 just n. of Long 
Point 27 February (JP). 


Spotted Sandpiper — there were two 
reports: 2 at the Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin [where one wintered last 
winter], 18 December (JeJ, JoJ) with 1 
there 30 December (*GR); and 1 along 
the Cumberland River at the mouth of 
Wolf Creek, Russell, 20 January (SD 
fide RD). 


Forster’s 


Fulton, 27 February (JP) was the 
earliest to be reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — ca. 25 at Long Point 


and 2 at Lake No. 9, Fulton, both 27 
February (JP) were the earliest to be 
reported. 


Bonaparte’s Gull — a tally of ca.1900 at 


Barren River Lake 13 February (RBo) 
represented a local high count. 
Additional peak counts of interest 
included 430 at Blood River 14 
December (HC) and 525 on Lake 
Barkley, Trigg, 31 January (HC). 


Herring Gull — ca. 100 birds in the 


vicinity of Ky Dam 8/10 February 
(BP/CBI) represented the peak count 
for the season. 


Thayer’s Gull — a second-year bird at 


Ky Dam 8 February (ph. BP) was the 
only one reported. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — as is the 


norm, a few were present on Ky 
Lake/Lake Barkley during the season; 
reports of interest included a first-year 
bird at Ky Dam, 2 ads. at Sledd Creek, 
and an ad. on Lake Barkley, Lyon, all 
8 February (BP); and an ad. that 
wintered at Lexington Reservoirs 
#2/#3 from 14 December to 13 
February (ph. DSv, et al.). 


Tern — _ small numbers 
lingered at Blood River into February 
and likely wintered; also reported were 
3 at Sledd Creek 10 February (CBI); 2 
at Jonathan Creek 17 February (ME); 
and 2 on Lake Barkley at Devil’s 
Elbow, Trigg, 19 February (JP). 
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Barn Owl — there were reports from five Peregrine Falcon — reports of birds not 


locales: 1 nw. of Bennettstown, 
Christian, 2 December (SB); 2 near 
Frogue Pond 12/16 December (AT); 1 
nw. of Keysburg, Logan, 16 December 
(JHa, RS); 1 at Perryville Battlefield 
State Historical Site, Boyle, 2 
February (RD); and birds in four boxes 
at the Sinclair Unit 15 February (EW). 


Short-eared Owl — there were reports 
from eight locales: up to 6 at the 
Sinclair Unit during the season (P&SF, 
SG, TG, CBI, et al.); 1 at Spindletop 
Farm 11 December— 1 January (DSv, 
LCo, et al.); singles along Ash Grove 
Road, Jessamine, 23 December (SP) 
and along Bliss Road, Adair, 26 
December (DC); 2 along Horntown 
Road, e. Grayson, 9 December (SK, 
JK) with up to 11 there (6 January 
[JSn]) through late February (im. ob.); 
1 ine. Shelby 21 January (PS); up to 6 
at Perryville Battlefield State 
Historical Site, Boyle, during early 
February (JL, et al.); and 1 ne. of Zula, 
Wayne, 10 February (RBo). 


Rufous Hummingbird — there were 


three reports: the imm. female at Salt 
Lick Bend, Cumberland, remained 
through the season (SJ); the imm. male 
at Douglass Hills, Jefferson, lingered 
to 19 December (BoD, ba. BP, et al.); 
and an imm. male present at Taylor 
Mill, Kenton, since sometime in 
October lingered to 4 January (TE, ba. 
BP, et al.). 


Merlin — there were reports of single 
birds from more than two dozen 
locales, some now _ becoming 
traditional for wintering (mostly eBird 
data). 


at or near known breeding territories 
included 1 at a few different sites at 
Lexington during the season (m. ob.); 
1 at Petros Pond, Warren, 11 
December (TD); 1 over the Dog Creek 
Campground, Nolin Lake, Grayson, 
15 December (SK, JSo, et al.); and 1 at 
Newburgh Dam, Henderson, 3 
February (KM1i). It also appeared from 
repeated observations that a_ bird 
wintered again this season at Ky Dam 
(m. ob.). 


Say’s Phoebe — | was s. of Bloomfield, 


Nelson, 21 January through the season 
(ph. DM et al.). KBRC review 
required. 


Fish Crow — 1 was heard calling at Ky 


Dam Village SRP 17 December (HC, 
ME); single birds, perhaps early 
returning individuals, were heard at 
KY 94 and Mud Creek, Fulton, and in 
the Lower Hickman Bottoms, both 1 
February (HC, ME, JP) with 
individuals at several locales in the far 
w. part of the state by the end of the 
month. 


Common Raven — there were two 


reports of interest: 1 at the Patoker 
Boat Ramp, Paintsville Lake WMA, 
Morgan, 6 December (SF) and | at 
Yatesville Lake WMA, Lawrence 
(where the species was apparently 
encountered several times during the 
season [fide SF]), 27 February (SF). 
Unspecific dates of observation were 
also reported during the season at 
Dewey Lake WMA; Floyd, Fishtrap 
Lake WMA, Pike; and Grayson Lake 
WMA, Carter (SF). 
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Tree Swallow — a tardy bird was at Lake House Wren — it was another excep- 


Peewee 5 December (TG, SG). Three 
at Frogue Pond 8 February (AT); 2 at 
Schochoh, Logan, 17 February (STy); 
12 at Cave Lake, Wayne, 18 February 
(RBo); 1 s. of Bloomfield, Nelson, 19 
February (DM); and 2 at Spindletop 
Farm 21 February (CBI) were the 
earliest returning birds to be reported. 


Black-capped Chickadee — 1 was 
present at Yatesville Lake WMA, 
Lawrence, 21 January/6 February (BP, 
ph. BWu, JSt, DSv, ph. LCo/JSo, DL, 
CB1). KBRC review required. 


a 


Black-capped Chickadee, Lawrence 
21 January 2017 
Brian Wulker 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — the species 
was well distributed statewide during 
the season (1-23 reported on 23 
CBCs), but numbers did not seem as 
high as during late fall, suggesting that 
many birds continued farther south to 
winter. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — _ = 1-2 


A \ 


/ 


tional winter for the species with no 
less than 21 individuals reported from 
at least 15 locales. All reports are 
included: 2 at the Ken Unit 8 
December (BP, ph. JBa, TG, SG) with 
1 there 18 December (*CBI); 1 at 
Green River Lake, Taylor, 9/17 
December (ph. RD); 1 at Doug Travis 
WMA, Carlisle, 12 December (vo. 
MG); 2 s. of Smiths Grove, Warren 
(AH), and 1 along Rock Lick Creek 
Road, Pulaski, (RD), both 25 
December; 2 at different spots ne. of 
Lebanon Junction, Bullitt, 26 
December (TBP, PH); singles along 
Kellyville Road, Taylor (ph. BP, JSo) 
and at Green River Lake WMA, Adair 
(*BP, JSo), both 28 December; singles 
at Ft. Knox, Meade (ph. BP) and at 
West Ky WMA, McCracken (*KMc, 
TW), both 30 December; 1 at Ansel, 
Pulaski, 1 January (RD); 5 at various 
locales on the former Gibraltar Mine 2 
January (TBP, CBI); 1 at Yatesville 
Lake WMA, Lawrence, 21 January 
(vo. BWu, JSt, BP); and 1 at Hickman, 
Fulton, 13/17 February (ph. BP/BP, 
MM, BWu). 


Marsh Wren — 1 was heard at the 
former Gibraltar Mine 2 January (BP, 
CBI). 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — an injured bird 


was found on the Anchorage Trail 18 
December (ph. PS, JBe, PB, CBs). 


Gray Catbird — 1 wintered on the 


Anchorage Trail (ph. TQ, RCh, et al.). 


continued at the Ky Dam Village SRP American Pipit — 250 near Whaynes 


territory through the season (m. ob.). 


Corner, Hickman, 12 December (MG) 
and 350 s. of Bailey’s Point, Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 9 January (RBo) 
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represented the peak counts for the Cape May Warbler — | was present at 


season. 


Lapland Longspur — reports of interest 
included as many as 200 in roadside 
fields at a few different locales in s. 
Logan and Todd during December 
(BP, SA, JHa, RS, et al.) and as many 
as 50 at Frogue Pond during early 
February (ph. SA et al.). 


Orange-crowned Warbler — again this 
winter, there were a_ remarkable 
number (at least 14) of reports, all 
being included: | at the Ken Unit 8 
December (BP, TG, SG); singles at 
Long Point (JHa) and along Dry 
Branch Road, s. Fayette (DR, tMTr, 
CF), both 17 December; | at West Ky 
WMA (BP, BWu), 3 along Kelly 
Branch Road, Ballard (ph. BP, ph. 
BWu), and 2 together adjacent to 
Ballard WMA (ph. BWu, BP), all 19 
December; 1 at the WKU Farm, 
Warren, 21 December (f AH); 1 at Eva 
Bandman Park, Louisville, 7 January 
(*PB, JBe); 1 at Ky Dam Village SRP 
9 January (fGD); 1 at the Rockcastle 
River WMA, Pulaski, 16 January 
(fRD); 1 along the Old Henry Trail, 
Jefferson, 28 January (ph. JW); 1 at J.J. 
Audubon SP, Henderson, 6 February 
(jJM); 1 at Hickman, Fulton, 13 
February (ph. BP); and 1 adjacent to 
Ballard WMA 17 February (MM, 
*BWu, BP). 


Common Yellowthroat — there were 


three reports: 1 s. of Smiths Grove, 
Warren, 24 December (fAH); 1 near 
the Paradise Power Plant, Muhlenberg, 
2 January (ph. SG, TG); and 1 n. of 
Sauerheber 28 January (*JM). 


Palm Warbler — 


Pine 


American’ Tree 


Horse Cave, Hart, 22 December—25 
January (ph. JR). 


relatively well 
distributed early in the winter with 1- 
35 reported on 11 CBCs, plus a 
number of eBird reports; the peak 
CBC tally involved a single flock of 35 
e. of Flaherty, Meade, 30 December 
(ph. EHu, DSt, BP) with as many as 31 
continuing into early January (ph. BP). 
An individual presumed to be of the 
Eastern race (S. p. hypochrysea) was in 
the company of this large group 30 
December-4 January (ph. BP). 


Warbler — relatively well 
distributed early in the winter with 1- 
12 reported on five CBCs; there were 
also numbers of eBird reports, 
particularly of presumed returning 
birds during February. The total of 12 
on the Calloway County CBC 3 
January (fide AY) certainly represents 
a high count for the season in the state. 


Yellow-throated Warbler — 1 at the 


WKU Farm, Warren, 20/21 December 
(¢TD/AH) represented a first for the 
state during December. 


Sparrow — _ not 
remarkably widespread this winter 
with 1-37 reported on only 13 CBCs. 


Chipping Sparrow — this species has 


become a normal winter resident; ca. 
50 on the Anchorage Trail 20 January 
(MA) represented the peak count for 
the season, although an impressive 
total of 176 from various locations was 
reported on the Somerset CBC 31 
December (fide RD). 


2016 


Henslow’s Sparrow — | at West Ky 
WMA 19 December (TBP, BWu) 
represents a second winter record for 
the state. Under KBRC review. 


Le Conte’s Sparrow — there were 
reports from four locales: 1 along 
Whayne Road, Upper Hickman 
Bottoms, 15 December (MG); 2 at 
West Ky WMA 19 December (BP, 
*BWu) with at least 1 there 14/17 
February (BP/BP, MM, BWu); 2 at the 
former Gibraltar Mine 2 January (BP, 
*CBI); and 1 at Ballard WMA 14 
February (ph. BP). 


Lark Sparrow — quite exceptional was 1 
on the n. side of Lexington 2 January 
(DSv, ph. LCo). 


Fox Sparrow — present in below- 
average abundance this winter with 1- 
36 reported on 23 CBCs. 


Vesper Sparrow — there were reports 
from three locales: up to 5 just e. of 
Guthrie, Todd, 14-15 December (BP, 
ph. SA) with 4-5 at the same locale 16- 
23 February (ph. SA); 8 nw. of Zion, 
Todd, 16 December (fAT); and up to 
6 n. of Dot, Logan, 8 January—19 
February (ph. FL). 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — there was one 
report: | at West Ky WMA 30 
December (tKMc, +TW). 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 


53 


Dark-eyed Junco — a male “Oregon 
Junco” wintered for the second year in 
a row in a yard at Douglass Hills, 
Jefferson (ph. MY, BY). 


Indigo Bunting — there were two 
reports: 1 se. of Mt. Zion, Allen, on an 
unspecified date during December 


(MB) and 1 se. of Science Hill 31 
December (TRBo). 


Western Meadowlark — 15-20 were 
present e. of Hickman, Fulton, 13 
February (ph./vo. BP) with a few 
continuing in the area through the 
month (m. ob.). 


Rusty Blackbird — peak counts of 
interest included at least 200 at Surrey 
Hills Farm, Jefferson, 11 December 
(BP) with at least 400 there 16/18 
December (BP/BP, BWu); and 300 at 
the Highland Creek Unit Sloughs 
WMA, Union, 30 December (KMi). 


Brewer’s Blackbird — 6 at Oscar, 
Ballard, 14 February (ph. BP) with 2 
there 17 February (BP, BWu, MM) 
were the only ones reported. 


Purple Finch — the species lingered 
through the season in slightly above- 
normal number for recent years with 1- 
28 reported on 24 CBCs. 


Pine Siskin — the species continued to be 
very scarce during the season, with 
only a handful of reports of small 
numbers, mostly singles, at feeding 
stations during the season (eBird data). 
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Observers: John Abrams (JAb), Jim Arnett (JAr), Sharon Arnold (SA), Audubon 
Society of Kentucky (ASK), Michael Autin (MA), Jamie Baker (JBa), Matthan 
Beachy (MB), Jane Bell (JBe), Pat Bell (BP), Sarah Bell (SB), Joyce Bender (JBn), 
Carol Besse (CBs), Clay Bliznik (CBI), Ray Bontrager (RBo), Nancy Braun (NB), 
John Brittain (JBt), John Brunjes (JBr), Robert Chadwick (RCh), Hap Chambers 
(HC), Robert Colvis (RCo), Lisa Combs (LCo), Derek Coomer (DC), Linda Craiger 
(LCr), Rodney Crice (RCr), Bobbi Davis (BoD), Brian Davis (BrD), Roseanna 
Denton (RD), Steve Denton (SD), Gates Dupont (GD), Tom Durbin (TD), Melissa 
Easley (ME), Tom Ewing (TE), Caleb Fligor (CF), Preston & Shari Forsythe 
(P&SF), Scott Freidhof (SF), Steve Graham (SG), Teresa Graham (TG), Mark 
Greene (MG), Wendell Haag (WH), Paul Hager (PH), Joe Hall (JHa), Erin Harper 
(EHa), Janet Howard (JHo), Eddie Huber (EHu), William Hull (WH), Aaron Hulsey 
(AH), Sonya Jackson (SJ), Jeff Jones (JeJ), Joel Jones (JoJ), Gail King (GK), Janet 
Kistler (JK), Steve Kistler (SK), Tim Kreher (TK), Joe Lacefield (JL), David Lang 
(DL), Bill Lisowsky (BL), Charlie Logsdon (CL), Frank Lyne (FL), Dax Manley 
(DM), Kelly McKay (KMc), Lee McNeely (LM), Andrew Melnykovych (AM), 
John Meredig (JM), Keith Michalski (KM1), Mark Monroe (MM), multiple 
observers (m. ob.), Ronan O’Carra (RO), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP), Ken Pell 
(KP), Sydney Penner (SP), Charlie Plush (CPI), Gary Pogue (GP), Josh Powell (JP), 
Tommy Quarles (TQ), Reuben Raber (RR), Doug Raybuck (DR), Trudy Regan 
(TR), Geoff Roberts (GR), Jeffery Rose (JR), Allison Salas (AS), Zachary Slinker 
(ZS), Jennifer Snyder (JSn), Jeff Sole (JSo), Pam Spaulding (PS), Jack Stenger (JSt), 
Ruben Stoll (RS), Victor Stoll (VS), Del Striegel (DSt), Dave Svetich (DSv), Wayne 
Tamminga (WT), Marilee Thompson (MTh), Melanie Torres (MTs), Mark Tower 
(MTr), Alan Troyer (AT), Stephanie Turner (STu), Steve Tyson (STy), James 
Wheat (JW), Eric Williams (EW), Ted Wolff (TW), Brian Wulker (BWu), Ben 
Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell (MY), Aviva Yasgur (AY). 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Awards 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 
2013 to honor the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and 
contributions of Ginny and her husband, Wendell, to K.O.S. and to environmental 
education efforts across Kentucky. The Scholarship is available to young birders 
between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. The Scholarship will pay 
tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association (A.B.A) 
Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the K.O.S. web site (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver- 
fund.html), write a short essay(500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, 
and provide a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship 
recipients will be asked to report on their Camp experience, either in person at a 
K.O.S. meeting or their local bird club, or in writing. 

Applications for 2018 are due January 1, 2018, in that A.B.A. camps sell out 
very early. Since the fund was established in 2013, K.O.S has provided Scholarships 
to seven young Kentucky birders. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in 
the appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants 
up to $500, please contact Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, 
Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at scott.marsh@twe.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available. 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in 
Kentucky with monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit 
K.O.S. website (http://birdky.org//burt-monroe-jr-fund.html) or contact Kate 
Slankard, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s 
Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601 or via email at (kate.slankard @ky.gov). 
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Horned Grebe Tundra Swan 
Lexington, Fayette, Jan. 15 Spindletop Farm, Fayette, Feb. 
David Lang David Lang 


/\ ‘ ‘ ) \J 
s Phoebe 


Mallard x Northern Pintail Hybrid Say’ 
Freeman Lake, Hardin, Jan. 16 s. of Bloomfield, Nelson, Jan. 25 
Jennifer Snyder Pam Spaulding 


Rufous Hummingbird Orange-crowned Warbler 
Louisville, Jefferson, Dec. 7 Hickman, Fulton, Feb. 13 
Pam Spaulding Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr 
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Erratum. Our May 2017 issue incorrectly had “2016” in the page header. 


THE COVER 


We thank Steve Graham for the photograph of a nesting Northern Parula, Setophaga americana, 
from Kentucky Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 17 April 2017. This is one of two nest sites found; 
representing perhaps only the second and third documented in the state. 


2017 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 59 


Monitoring Songbird Response to Forest Stand Improvement 
on Kentucky Wildlife Management Areas 


Kate Slankard and Gary Sprandel 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 


Abstract. Changes in forest structure due to habitat manipulations and Forest Stand Improve- 
ment (FSI) practices are likely to affect songbird abundance. In order to evaluate the effects of 
FSI on songbirds at Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), we conducted point-count surveys 
and vegetation measurements during 2009-2016 at 13 WMAs. At the time of this summary, 
post-treatment data had been collected at six WMAs after localized management for FSI. We 
also present songbird abundance estimates for seven WMAs where FSI did not occur in this 
report. When sample sizes were sufficient for each area, we calculated relative abundance 
for 30 focal songbird species, and for managed areas we compared species abundance pre- 
treatment and post-treatment. Although forest treatments for this project were generally con- 
servative, a few changes in focal species were observed at each managed area, demonstrating 
benefits for Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN), such as the Kentucky Warbler, 
Prairie Warbler, and Wood Thrush. The Northern Parula, though not a SGCN, demonstrated 
a positive response in most areas with FSI. Additionally, the Acadian Flycatcher, another 
SGCN, showed a positive response to invasive species removal. 


In 2009, the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) created an inter- 
nal initiative to increase forest management on 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs). Prior to 
this initiative, habitat manipulations on WMAs 
generally focused on open vegetation types, 
but growing interest in improving degraded 
forests led to a concerted effort to plan for for- 
est stand improvement (FSI) on state lands. 
Soon after, WMA managers drafted and began Ze 
implementation of forest plans that encouraged * 

historical conditions, focusing on the restora- 
tion of oak-hickory dominant forests. Most 
areas accomplished FSI without the involve- 


ment of commercial timber sales, and overall PS, ; 0 250 500 1,000 Meters 
treatments were conservative when it came to i - 

. le Li d 

timber removal. Nonetheless, KDFWR’s Avian “ath 


Monitoring Program initiated point-count sur- EB ys a rt aa nove 
veys on several Kentucky WMAs to investigate 
songbird response to FSI. Survey transect at Curtis Gates 

The objectives of this project were to estimate abundance of priority songbird species on 
WMaAs and to compare songbird abundance before and after localized management for FSI. 
Considerable challenges were met at a number of areas when it came time for implementation 
and some areas were not able to complete planned FSI at the time of this report. In this sum- 
mary, we present the pre-treatment and post-treatment results from six WMAs at which FSI 
occurred during 2010-2014. In addition, we present abundance estimates for seven WMAs 
where FSI did not occur. 
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METHODS 


The Central Hardwoods Joint Venture (CHJV) developed the point-count methodology used 
for this project in 2009 (CHJV 2009, Tirpak et al. 2009). Selected Kentucky WMAs, which 
were slated for FSI, were surveyed for the project and the same survey transects were sur- 
veyed for songbirds before and after forest treatments. WMA managers provided Geographic 
Information System (GIS) layers for planned FSI and later recorded implementation using 
GIS. Random grids of potential survey points (250 m apart) were generated for each potential 
treatment area and points that fell within planned treatment units were selected for survey 
transects. Survey transects consisted of 10-12 points that one observer could walk to in a 
single morning. 


Surveys were conducted between 15 May and 15 June to target breeding songbirds when they 
are most vocal. Most surveys were conducted annually between 2009 and 2016, to collect 2-3 
years of data post-treatment. Surveys commenced just before local sunrise (1.e., as soon as it 
was light enough to see about 200 m) and ended no later than 10:00 AM. Most transects were 
surveyed by the same observer each year; however, several different observers conducted 
transects throughout the state. 


Surveys focused on 30 priority songbirds in the Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Re- 
gion, including 13 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN, see Table 1), listed in 
Kentucky’s State Wildlife Action Plan (KDFWR 2013). All detections of focal species were 
recorded, except for fly overs. If the bird did not land in the plot, it was not recorded. Observ- 
ers recorded the first observation of each bird at each point within the 5-minute survey period. 
Time interval was recorded as the minute (1-5) in which a bird was first detected. The distance 
from the observer (in distance bands) was also recorded at the first detection. Distance bands 
reflected easily separable thresholds (0-25 m, 25-50 m, 50-100 m & >100 m). 


Point counts were not conducted during moderate-heavy precipitation, dense fog, or strong 
winds, as these conditions impact bird activity and the ability to detect birds. Counts were 
also conducted only when ambient air temperature was = 50° F and wind speeds were <19 
mph (Beaufort Scale Class < 4). 


Habitat measurements were collected at each point-count location, during the count (by a sec- 
ond individual), or by the bird observer later that afternoon or on a separate day, soon after the 
survey. If a second individual conducted habitat measurements during the point count, they 
were asked to make every effort to avoid distracting the bird observer or doing anything to af- 
fect bird behavior. They did not help count or point out birds. Habitat measurements (Husch 
et al. 2003) focused on the conditions within 15 m of the point and included the following: 


e Forest type — An objective choice of the following categories, based on the dominant 
vegetation type: 


e Upland deciduous: forests with > 75% coverage by tree species that shed their 
foliage. 

e Evergreen: forests with > 75% coverage by tree species that are green all year. 

e Mixed deciduous & evergreen: forests where neither deciduous nor evergreen 
trees dominate. 

¢ Bottomland hardwood: forests on the floodplain of a large river. 

¢ Riparian: all other stream-side forests. 

e Shrubland/Old field: sites dominated by a mix of herbaceous and shrubby cover 
including regenerating forest stands. 

e Grassland: natural or exotic with >80% grass cover. 
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¢ Dominant stand size class — An objective choice of the following categories to best de- 
scribe the dominant stand size class of trees, evaluating dominance based on basal area 
and canopy cover: 


e Seedling — stands dominated by trees between 1 and 2.9 inches diameter at breast 
height (DBH). 
e Sapling— stands dominated by trees between 3.0 and 4.9 inches DBH. 
e Poletimber — stands dominated by trees between 5.0 and 10.9 inches DBH. 
e Sawtimber — stands dominated by trees >11 inches DBH. 
e Basal area — measured using a 10-factor prism, reported in ft?/ac. 
e Snag density — measured using a 10-factor prism, reported in ft?/ac. 


KENTUCK 


Dr. Norman and Martha Adair WMA 
° 


° 
Curtis Gates Lloyd) WMA 
Kentucky River 
W™M. A<® : Dr James R. Rich 
Vales 2 Clay WMA 


John A.:Kleéber Ly 
WMA 


¥ellowbania 
eee & Paintsville, Lake 


‘ ‘Taylorsville hake, WMA: ee 


4 
Miller Welch-Central Kentucky WMA 


waa & : 
Peabody WMA Fishtrap Lake 


ga WMA 


Green River Lake WMA 


WMAs where FSI! songbird surveys occurred in 2009-2016 


WMA managers tracked implementation of forest plans via GIS and provided feedback on 
progress, timing and location of treatments. Practices varied from thinning and girdling to 
invasive species removal and treatments generally spanned 60-250 acres. Treatments did not 
occur during the songbird survey season. Forest management was not accomplished at some 
areas for various reasons and these transects were later dropped from the survey. Nonetheless, 
we report data for these areas as a basis for comparison (Table 1). 


We used the program AbundanceR to calculate species relative abundance and confidence in- 
tervals (Mordecai 2012). This program accounts for detection probability using time-removal 
methods (Alldredge et al. 2007) and computes abundance of birds per survey point. Data for 
unmanaged areas was pooled for all the years an area was surveyed to produce abundance 
estimates. For managed area abundance estimates, each survey date was classified as “before” 
or “after” management, based on reports from WMA managers. Data from all years before 
and after treatment were pooled and comparisons were made between these two groups. We 
removed species with less than 10 detections for this analysis. Confidence intervals (95% 
and 90%) were used to determine significant differences in abundance before and after treat- 
ments. Differences with P values less than 0.1 are referred to as “probable” and differences 
with P values less than 0.05 are deemed “significant” in the following results. Unless notable, 
we do not report results for species which did not demonstrate a change in abundance in the 
pre/post-treatment analysis. There were several species (n>10) for which AbundanceR could 
not produce abundance estimates, due to sample size. These were left out of the comparison 
analysis. When possible, annual species-specific abundances were also produced for managed 
sites, but are reported below only when relevant to discussion of post-treatment findings. 
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RESULTS 


Results for managed areas are broken down by WMA and presented below. Abundance esti- 
mates for areas which were not managed are also presented in Table 1. 


Dr. Norman and Martha Adair WMA 


Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest 

Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim- 
ber (49%), and saplings (33%), with some sawtimber (18%). 

Management Practices: Oak-hickory restoration. Thinning and girdling of non-desirable 
species (maple and ash). Mean basal area was reduced by treatments from (75 ft*/ac) to (34 
fifa). 

Timing of Treatment: January-March 2013 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2015 

Bird Response: Kentucky Warbler showed a significant increase in abundance after man- 
agement (pre-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.68 birds/survey; P = 0.05). 
The data suggested a higher abundance post-treatment for Great Crested Flycatcher, but this 
difference was not significant (pre-treatment = 0.14 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.34 birds/ 
survey; P=0.10). 


Great Crested Flycatchers are associated with open woodlands that have more large trees, fewer 
small trees, and lower shrub density (Reidy et al. 2014). Consequently, their probable increase 
after the management at Adair is not surprising. Kentucky Warblers prefer a basal area of 20 
ft?/ac — 40 ft’?/ac (Wood et al. 2013); thus, reducing the basal area at Adair improved habitat 
conditions for this species. Interestingly, there was no significant difference in the abundance 
of Wood Thrush (a mature forest bird) before or after treatments, despite the reduction in basal 
area (pre-treatment = 0.90 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.92 birds/survey; P> 0.10). 


Clay WMA 


Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest, with some areas of mixed evergreen forest 
and shrubland. 

Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as sawtimber 
(58%) and poletimber (42%). 

Management Practices: Open woodland restoration. Removal of eastern red cedar. Mean 
basal area was decreased after treatment (67 ft’/ac), in comparison to before (77 ft?/ac). Snag 
density increased after treatment from 0.35 ft’/ac to 0.73 ft?/ac. 

Timing of Treatment: Summer 2011 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2010-2015 

Bird Response: Management resulted in a significant increase in Prairie Warbler abundance 
(pre-treatment = 0.05 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.41 birds/survey; P= 0.05). Great Crest- 
ed Flycatchers also exhibited a probable increase due to treatment (pre-treatment = 0.05 birds/ 
survey; post-treatment = 0.21 birds/survey; P= 0.10). 


Great Crested Flycatchers are associated with open woodlands (Reidy et al. 2014), so their 
probable increase after these restoration efforts is not surprising. Prairie Warblers are often 
associated with eastern red cedar in Kentucky (Palmer-Ball 1996); however, the cedar at this 
site was quite thick prior to management. As expected, Prairie Warbler responded positively 
to the thinning of red cedar at this area, probably due to the more open structure. 
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Fishtrap Lake WMA 


Dominant Forest Type: Riparian forest 

Forest Characteristics: A mature stand of sawtimber-sized hardwoods, with a small amount 
of evergreen. 

Management Practices: Invasive species removal. Treatment of Japanese knotweed, for- 
merly the dominant understory plant. Mean percent ground cover of grass was 24% pre- 
treatment and 45% post-treatment. 

Timing of Treatment: Summer 2011 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2010-2015 

Bird Response: Post-management surveys suggested a higher abundance for Acadian Fly- 
catcher (pre-treatment = 0.59 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.98 birds/survey; P = 0.10) and 
Pileated Woodpecker (pre-treatment = 0.20 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.48 birds/survey; 
P = 0.10), but these differences were not significant. On the contrary, a lower abundance 
post-management was found for Cerulean Warbler (pre-treatment = 0.39 birds/survey; post- 
treatment = 0.18 birds/survey; P = 0.05). Moreover, a lower post-treatment abundance was 
suggested, but not significant for Northern Parula (pre-treatment = 0.29 birds/survey; post- 
treatment = 0.13 birds/survey; P = 0.10) and White-eyed Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.29 birds/ 
survey; post-treatment = 0.15 birds/survey; P= 0.10). 


Although Acadian Flycatchers nest in the mid-story, they are often found in areas where the 
understory is quite sparse (Bakermans and Rodewald 2006). Japanese knotweed can form 
dense thickets in the understory which could possibly lead to avoidance by Acadian Flycatch- 
ers. Hence, the probable increase seen in this species may have been caused by opening the 
understory. The probable increase in Pileated Woodpeckers was not expected at this site and 
we do not assume the knotweed removal caused this increase. We surmise other natural events 
may have led to this (e.g., storm damage or local insect infestations such as the emerald ash 
borer). Even more puzzling, an increase in snag density was not observed by our vegetation 
monitoring. 


The treatment of the understory at this site was not expected to affect abundance for Cerulean 
Warbler and their decrease was unanticipated. This could have been due to natural succession 
in forest openings, which this species requires. Moreover, surveys in 2013-2014 were run late 
in the survey period (June 14 and 13 respectively); meanwhile the surveys in 2010-2011 were 
run on June 6. We hypothesize that later in June this species sang less often, and was therefore 
detected less often. Robbins et al. 2009 suggested that song rates of Cerulean Warblers likely 
decrease rapidly after June 4 in the Missouri Ozarks. Surveys for this species in our area 
should probably have a narrower survey window, ending earlier in June. The probable decline 
in White-eyed Vireos was less surprising since they prefer a dense understory (Palmer-Ball 
1996). We did not anticipate the probable decrease post-treatment for Northern Parula, but 
sample size was small and borderline for analysis for this species. 


Green River Lake WMA- Casey Creek Transect 


Dominant Forest Type: Bottomland hardwood forest, with occasional evergreens. 

Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim- 
ber (80%) with some sawtimber (20%). 

Management Practices: Oak-hickory restoration and mid-story removal. Mean basal area 
was reduced after treatment (108 ft?/ac), in comparison to before (127 ft?/ac). Snag density 
increased after treatment from 1 3 ft’/ac to 2.0 ft?/ac. 

Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010-2011 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2015 

Bird Response: Post-treatment surveys suggested a higher abundance in Northern Parula 
than pre-treatment, but this difference was not significant (pre-treatment = 0.10 birds/survey; 


64 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 93 


post-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; P=0.10). However, abundance for White-eyed Vireo was 
significantly lower post-treatment (pre-treatment = 0.77 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.41 
birds/survey; P = 0.05). 


White-eyed Vireos need areas of dense trees and shrubs for nesting and foraging (Palmer-Ball 
1996). Thus, the mid-story thinning at this site likely caused them to decrease. The prob- 
able increase for Northern Parula post-treatment is somewhat surprising, since it is generally 
regarded as a mature forest species (Palmer-Ball 1996) and other studies have associated this 
species with dense deciduous forests. Nevertheless, in Louisiana, this species was also found 
to be associated with managed bottomland hardwood forests (Norris et al. 2009). 


Green River Lake WMA- Green River Lake Transect 


Dominant Forest Type: Bottomland hardwood forest 

Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim- 
ber (80%), with some sapling (8%), and sawtimber (12%). 

Management Practices: Oak-hickory 
restoration. Heavy thinning (mid-story 
removal), invasive species removal, 
oak planting, and alder rejuvenation 
(thinning thick stands of alder). Pre- 
and post-treatment vegetation data 
showed a basal area of 100 ft?/ac. 
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010- 
2011 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conduct- 
ed: 2009-2015 

Bird Response: More species dem- 
onstrated response to management at 
this site than any others. Post-treat- 
ment surveys measured a significantly 
higher abundance in Northern Parula 
(pre-treatment = 0.17 birds/survey; Figure 1. White-eyed Vireo annual abundance at 
post-treatment = 0.33 birds/survey; P the Green River Lake WMA transect near 

= 0.05) and Yellow-breasted Chat (pre- Green River Lake. 

treatment = 0.68 birds/survey; post- 

treatment = 1.04 birds/survey; P = 0.05) than pre-treatment surveys. The data also suggested 
a higher post-treatment abundance for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (pre-treatment = 0.56 birds/ 
survey; post-treatment = 0.73 birds/survey; P = 0.10). Conversely, abundance for Acadian 
Flycatcher (pre-treatment = 0.64 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.34 birds/survey; P = 0.05), 
Yellow-throated Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.14 birds/survey; 
P=0.05), White-eyed Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.91 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.75 birds/ 
survey; P= 0.05) and were significantly lower post-treatment. 


2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 


Yellow-breasted Chats responded well to alder rejuvenation, likely benefitting from lower, 
dense, shrubby regrowth. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers probably benefitted from canopy gaps and 
a more open mid-story created by thinning (Palmer-Ball 1996). The increase in Northern 
Parula post-treatment was significant at this site and consistent with the other site at this WMA 
(see discussion above). Acadian Flycatchers usually forage and nest in the mid-story (Bak- 
ermans and Rodewald 2006), hence removal of the mid-story no doubt drove their decline. 
White-eyed Vireos declined in the three years after the thinning. However, then a rebound was 
observed in this species when breaking the data down annually (Figure 1), and it appears the 
decline was only temporary. The decline seen in Yellow-throated Vireo was surprising to us 
since they are often associated with open upland woods in Kentucky (Palmer-Ball 1996). On 
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the other hand, in Louisiana this species also experienced a decline after thinning bottomland 
hardwood forests (Norris et al. 2009), suggesting that habitat management for this species 
depends on forest type. 


Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA 


Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest 

Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly sawtim- 
ber (75%), with some poletimber (25%). 

Management Practices: Edge feathering and invasive species (honeysuckle) removal. Treat- 
ments did not reduce basal area, which averaged 91 ft’/ac throughout the course of the study. 
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010-2011 

Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2014 

Bird Response: The abundance of Acadian Flycatchers (pre-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; 
post-treatment = 0.84 birds/survey; P = 0.05) and Northern Parulas (pre-treatment = 0.04 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; P= 0.05) was significantly higher post-treat- 
ment, than pre-treatment. The data suggested a higher abundance of Eastern Wood-Pewee 
post-treatment, but these findings were not significant (pre-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; 
post-treatment = 0.62 birds/survey; P= 0.10). 


The increase in abundance for Acadian Flycatcher is consistent with Bakermans and Rode- 
wald, 2006, which found that Acadian Flycatchers have lower densities and productivity when 
honeysuckle is abundant. The significant increase for Northern Parula paralleled findings at 
Green River Lake WMA, although notably at Lloyd, basal area of the forest interior was not 
significantly reduced. Northern Parulas are known to occur at the forest edge and it is likely 
that forest-edge related treatments were responsible for the increase of this species at Lloyd. 
Eastern Wood-Pewees are associated with open woodlands with a greater number of large 
and fewer small trees and lower shrub density (Reidy et al. 2014), so their probable increase 
resulting from the management at Lloyd is not surprising. 


Yellowbank WMA 


Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest. 
Forest Characteristics: A mature stand of sawtimber-si 
Management Practices: Oak-hickory restora- 
tion, including girdling of non-desirable species. 
Mean basal area was similar before and after 
treatments (96.5 ft?/ac). 

Timing of Treatment: Winter 2013-2014 
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009- 
2016 

Bird Response: Post-treatment surveys docu- 
mented a significantly higher abundance of 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (pre-treatment = 1.77 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 2.56 birds/survey; 
P=0.05), Northern Parula (pre-treatment = 0.49 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.82 birds/sur- 
vey; P=0.05), and Wood Thrush (pre-treatment 
= 1.20 birds/survey; post-treatment = 1.54 birds/ 
survey; P= 0.05) than pre-treatment surveys. 


Blue-gray Gnatcatchers likely benefitted from 
canopy gaps created by girdling non-desirable 


( Girdling of undesirable species 
species (Palmer-Ball 1996). Northern Parula occurred at several WMAs 
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again benefitted from management at this site, even though no timber was cut and girdling was 
the primary method used. Similarly, Moorman and Guynn, 2001 found that group selection 
harvests increased abundance of Northern Parula and that these areas were likely important 
for post-fledging habitat. 


Interestingly, Wood Thrush increased post-treatment at this site, which contradicts a common 
sentiment that this species often does not benefit from forest management. However, studies 
indicate that this species requires a dense understory of saplings and shrubs (Rosenberg et al. 
2003) and we assume that the treatments which occurred at Yellowbank WMA resulted in a 
better developed shrub/sapling layer in some areas. Likewise, Crawford et al. (1981) found 
that selective removal of mature trees scattered throughout a stand creates favorable condi- 
tions for the species. 


Table 1. Abundance (birds per survey point) of focal species at unmanaged sites. 


Dr. James R. Rich 
Dr. James R Rich 
Kleber WMA 
KY River WMA 
Miller-Welch 
Central KY WMA 
Miller-Welch 
Central KY WMA 
Paintsville Lake 
WMA 
Peabody WMA Ken 
Peabody WMA 
Homestead 
Taylorsville WMA 


Vegetation Type Young 
Forest 


Acadian Flycatcher* 
Bell’s Vireo 

Black-and White Warbler 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Brown Thrasher 
Carolina Chickadee 
Cerulean Warbler 


Eastern Wood-Pewee 


Field Sparrow 0.27 | 079 “ 
Great Crested Flycatcher 0.14 La *e ** 
Hooded Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler* ; 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Northern Bobwhite 


Northern Parula 0.10 


Orchard Oriole 
Pileated Woodpecker we 
Prairie Warbler* 0.46 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Red-headed Woodpecker 


White-eyed Vireo 0.31 fs 0.31 


Wood Thrush* 0.08 0.07 | 0.20 
Worm-eating Warbler at eke | 
Yellow-breasted Chat 0.50 14 


Yellow-throated Vireo + 


Focal Species Detected 


Year Data Collected 2009- 2010- 
2013 2014 


* Species of Great Conservation Need 


** Species was detected at the transect, but sample size was not sufficient for an 
abundance estimate. 
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DISCUSSION 


Although forest treatments for this project were generally conservative and basal area was 
often not drastically reduced, at least a few changes in focal species abundance were observed 
at each managed area. Increases and decreases in some of the focal species were expected. 
For instance, a relatively aggressive reduction in basal area at Adair WMA resulted in an 
anticipated significant increase in Kentucky Warbler. Similarly, thinning and restoration of 
open woodland conditions at Clay WMA resulted in a significant increase in Prairie Warbler. 
Conversely, some unanticipated changes in abundance were observed for the mature forest 
species, Northern Parula, which increased in abundance at most areas with FSI. In addition, 
the positive response of Acadian Flycatcher at Lloyd WMA and Fishtrap Lake WMA, in both 
cases after the removal of invasive species, was not only consistent with other studies but con- 
firms that this management tactic should be a priority for this SGCN in Kentucky. 


Habitat change inevitably results in tradeoffs in songbird species composition, with a decrease 
in species that preferred pre-treatment habitat conditions. Forest treatments in our case were 
implemented in hopes to restore historical forest conditions (oak and hickory dominant for- 
ests) and benefit SGCN. Several treatments resulted in a decrease in White-eyed Vireos. This 
was not surprising as many treatments involved reducing the mid-story and understory, which 
is crucial for this species. Although this species is not a SGCN, at first glance, this may seem 
concerning. However, this species has been found to have a positive trend of 2.33% (95% CI 
0.05, 4.20), with high credibility in 2003-2013 Kentucky Breeding Bird Survey data (Sauer et 
al.2014). Recognizing that we cannot benefit all species with a single practice, in general, for- 
est treatments resulted in significant increases in SGCN including Kentucky Warbler, Prairie 
Warbler, Wood Thrush and Acadian Flycatcher (increased at two sites, declined at one site). 
Declines in SGCN included Acadian Flycatcher at one of the Green River Lake WMA sites 
and Cerulean Warbler at Fishtrap WMA. Again, the decline of Cerulean Warbler at Fishtrap 
WMA was likely not attributable to the understory treatment. Thus, more often, forest treat- 
ments benefitted SGCN. 


On the other hand, several forest-dependent SGCN were not detected with sufficient sample 
size to evaluate the effects of treatments or did not respond to forest treatment when detected 
(Black-throated Green Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush and Worm- 
eating Warbler). While these are mature forest birds that survey areas may not have contained 
suitable habitat for and may benefit most from no management, more study is needed to deter- 
mine if they may respond positively to habitat manipulations of some sort. 


Due to differences in observers and survey effort, we were apprehensive about looking for 
differences in abundance between managed and unmanaged sites (Table 1). Although we 
discuss some comparisons below, we recommend caution in their interpretation. Kentucky 
Warblers were significantly more abundant post-treatment at Adair WMA than at any of the 
unmanaged sites. Wood Thrushes were also significantly more abundant at Yellowbank WMA 
post-treatment than at any of the unmanaged sites. Acadian Flycatcher abundance was high- 
est at Yellowbank WMA, though not significantly more so than post-treatment Lloyd WMA 
or Fishtrap Lake WMA, where we recorded response to management for this species. On the 
contrary, Prairie Warbler abundance was highest at an unmanaged site. Their abundance at the 
Rich WMA (young forest), was 1.12 birds per survey (95% CI 1.04, 1.34), and significantly 
higher than Clay WMA, where they had significantly increased post-treatment. 


There are several methods for obtaining abundance estimates from bird point-count data and 
our analysis used time-removal methods to account for detectability of species. However, we 
also collected distance band data for each detection. Further analysis using distance-sampling 
methods or combining distance sampling and time-removal methods may fine tune results 
(Farnsworth et al. 2005). 
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The survey period for this project was rather short, in terms of forest change and most areas 
were surveyed 3-4 years after treatments. It may be worthwhile to repeat surveys, for a 2-3 
year sampling period, 10-15 years post-treatment to evaluate long term effects on bird com- 
munities and vegetation composition. This project also encompassed a relatively small por- 
tion of FSI practices and as the opportunity arises to evaluate additional practices or replicate 
the previously mentioned practices in other areas of the state, additional bird monitoring will 
lead to a better understanding of the effects of FSI on SGCN. 
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Kentucky Warbler — Warren 1 June 2017 Yellow-breasted Chat — Lincoln 16 May 2017 
Blaine Ferrell Jackie B. Elmore 
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SPRING 2017 SEASON 
Ben Yandell 


National Weather Service monthly average temperatures for March-May were near or 
slightly warmer than historical averages throughout the period. In April, all stations averaged 
5 to 8 degrees Fahrenheit (3 to 4 degrees Celsius) warmer than average. April precipitation 
totals were somewhat higher than average for Paducah and Jackson, but otherwise near 
historical averages. 

Rarity highlights during the season included Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, White- 
winged Dove, King Rail, Purple Gallinule, Anhinga, White-faced Ibis, Say’s Phoebe, Black- 
capped Chickadee, and Painted Bunting. 

Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply 
that these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. 
Reports of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and photographic 
documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in 
The Kentucky Warbler. 

Details of many of the following reports are available in eBird, which continues to 
grow in usage by birders in Kentucky. March-May eBird reports totaled 260 species, 633 
reporting observers, 7532 reports, 127000 lines of data, more than 2000 attached photographs 
or audio files, and 98000 individual birds reported (not counting entries with an “x” instead 


of a number, and eliminating duplicate counts by groups). 

What follows are highlights from March-May 2017. Review List species are shown 
in ALL CAPS. Species order is based on the Fifty-eighth Supplement to the American 
Ornithological Society’s Check-list of North American Birds, 5 July 2017. 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK 
— Reported from two locations. | at 
Ledbetter, Livingston, 16 May (ph. DrT). 
Up to 16 in West Paducah, McCracken, 
late April (ph. PC). In 2016, up to 9 spent 
much of the summer at the McCracken 
location, but in 2017, none were observed 
after May. KBRC review required. 


Snow Goose — 4 at McNeely Lake Park, 
Jefferson, 9 April (MIG) were the last 
reported. 


Ross’s Goose — All reports listed. 1 at 
Spindletop 1 March (DSv). 1 at Schwenke 
Farm, Boone, 14 March (+LM). 3 along 
Frazer Road, Wayne, 18 March (RB). 2 at 
Frogue Pond 19-20 March (ph. ShA). | at 
Anchorage Trail 8 April (PB, BBC). 1 at 
Freeman Lake, Hardin, 22-27 April (JnS, 
RbC) and 28 May (+SnC). 


Greater White-fronted Goose — 1 late, 
possibly injured bird was with a flock of 
Canada Geese along the levee in Fulton 
30 May (BPB). 


Mute Swan — Possibly continuing birds in 
Fayette and at Reformatory Lake (m.ob.). 
1 along Alexandria Pike, Campbell, 


11 March (RC). 2 at Adkins Swamp, 
Muhlenberg, 26 April / 19 May (TG). 


Blue-winged Teal — 32 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 3 March (HC, ME) seemed to 
be the first wave of the year, with reports 
of 1-2 birds at various locations 2-5 March 
(m.ob.). 250 at Sauerheber 31 March 
(CBz) was the highest number reported. 


Northern Shoveler — 1 at Louisville 
Trackside 7 May (CBs, PB, m.ob.) and 
a pair at the Willow Lake area of the 
Anchorage Trail 26 May (ph. PS) were the 
last reported. 360 at Sauerheber 8 March 
(DL, JSo) was the highest number 
reported. 


Gadwall — A pair at Spindletop 14 May 
(DSv, LsC) were the last reported. 400 
at Sauerheber 17 March (KM) was the 
highest number reported. 


American Wigeon — 2 at Melco 14 April 
(BPB, TQ, TS) were the last reported. 75 
at Blood River, Calloway, 26-28 March 
(HC) was the highest number reported. 


American Black Duck — Few reports; all 
listed. 1-2 at Sauerheber 3-17 March 


2017 


(CC, KM). 2 at Miller Pond, Russell, 17 
March (RD). 2 at Aurora Ferry, Boone, 21 
March (LM). 1-2 at Jacobson Park 26-30 
March (CtM, ThM, DL, CBz). 1 late bird 
at Melco 26-28 May (ph. BPB). 


Northern Pintail — 11-12 reported 2-24 
March at Sauerheber (CC, m.ob). Other- 
wise, only 1-2 reported from a handful of 
locations; all in March. 


Green-winged Teal — Last reported at 
Sauerheber 24 April (CC). 600 there 3 
March (KM) was the highest number 
reported. 


Canvasback — All reports listed. 8 at Cave 
Run Lake, Rowan, 6 March (McL). 1 in 
Taylor 10 March (RD). 1 at Lake Fontaine, 
Fayette, 12 March (DaS). Up to 5 at 
Lexington Reservoir #2&3 13-24 March 
(m.ob.). 1 at Lake Barkley 28 April (RD). 


Redhead — 2 at Elizabethtown Nature Park, 
Hardin, 6 May (SnC, EaC) were the last 
reported. 21 at Frogue Pond 4 March (ph. 
ShA) was the highest number reported. 


Ring-necked Duck — 1 at Minor Clark 15 
May (CdA) was the last reported. The 
highest reported numbers include 73 
at LBL, Trigg, 18 March (JP), 65 at the 
Louisville Water Tower 17 March (TrL), 
60 at Lexington Reservoir #2&3 15 March 
(DSv), and 52 swimming mostly in pairs, 
crowded together on a tiny pond near the 
steam plant at the Sinclair Unit 31 March 
(ph. BY). 


Greater Scaup — 8 at LBL, Trigg, 7 April 
(HC) was the highest number reported. 


Lesser Scaup — 120 at Cave Run Lake, 
Rowan, 6 March (McL) was the highest 
number reported. 


Black Scoter — 2 females and 1 male were 
at Lexington Reservoir #2&3 2-23 March 
(ROC, DSv, ph. CBz, ph. m.ob.). 


Bufflehead — 1 at KY Dam 28 April (BdC) 
was the last reported. 33 at Sledd Creek, 
Marshall, 22 March (HC, ME, JP) was the 
highest number reported. 


Common Goldeneye — Reported mostly as 
1-2 birds from the vicinity of KY Dam 
through April. 45 there 5 March (McL) 
was the highest number reported. 
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Hooded Merganser — 30+ at LBL, Trigg, 29 
April (RD, JP, TG, SG) was the highest 
number reported. 


Common Merganser — 4 reports; all listed. 
1 male at Indian Creek, Menifee, 12 March 
(BLm). 1 male on the Rockcastle River, 
Jackson, 19 March (DPi). An unspecified 
number on the Levisa Fork of the Big 
Sandy River at Fishtrap Lake SP, Pike, 
23 March (SMa). None reported in April. 
8 very late females reported at Breaks 
Interstate, Pike, 27 May (MtA, EnC). 


Red-breasted Merganser — 45 at Green 
River Lake Dam, Taylor, 10 March (RD) 
was the highest number reported. None 
reported after April. 


Ruddy Duck — 80 at Lake Peewee, Hopkins, 
2 April (TG) and 40-60+ at Lexington 
Reservoir #2&3 2-30 March (m.ob.) were 
the highest numbers reported. 


Ruffed Grouse — Only 2 reports. 1 at Bad 
Branch 12 April (DL, JSo). 1 at Pine 
Mountain, Bell, 23 May (KIK). 


Pied-billed Grebe — | at Old Pump—house 
Road, Pulaski, 11 May (RD) was the last 
reported. 31 at Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 
18 March (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 


Horned Grebe — 2 at KY Dam 28 April (TB) 
were the last reported. 25 at Lexington 
Reservoir #2&3 10/19 March (LsC, m.ob.) 
and 24 at Green River Lake, Jaylor, 10 
March (RD) were the highest numbers 
reported. 


Eurasian Collared-Dove — Reported from 
41 counties (eBird data). 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE -— 1 briefly 
visited a feeder in nw. Scott 30 May (ph. 
MaS). KBRC review required. 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — 1 in Barren 25 April 
(SnM, LCr) was the earliest reported. 


Black-billed Cuckoo — | at Pennyrile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG, SG) was 
the earliest reported. 


Common Nighthawk — Earliest reports 26 
April (m.ob.). 28 in Fayette 15 May (SRn) 
was the highest number reported. 
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Chuck- Will’s- Widow — | heard at Hancock 
Biological Station, Calloway, 2 April 
(MeT) was extremely early. 


Eastern Whip-poor-will — Earliest reports 
were 8 April (m.ob.). High counts include 
15 calling along Craven’s Bay Road in 
LBL 11 Apr (BY) and 14 at Stanton, 
Powell, 20 May (JsC). 


Chimney Swift — Earliest reported was at 
KY Dam Village 29 March (BPB, MM). 
The next earliest reports were 7 April 
(m.ob). An estimated 100 in downtown 
Benton, Marshall, 5 May (JP) was the 
highest number reported. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1 at 
Glasgow 4 April (LCr) was the earliest 
reported. 


RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD -_ The 
continuing bird in Cumberland was last 
reported 11 April. KBRC review not 
required for this individual, because the 
bird was banded. 


KING RAIL — | seen at Long Point 16 May 
(vr., *ImJ). Possibly the same individual 
heard 26 May (DP, HC, JP). KBRC review 
required. 


Virginia Rail — All reports listed. 2 at the 
Sinclair Unit 29 March (BPB, MM). 1 on 
5 April and 2 on 14 April at the Muhlen- 
berg County Rail Trail, Muhlenberg (TG). 
2 at Long Point 24 April (RPs). 


Sora — 32 reports. 2 at Muhlenberg County 
Rail Trail, Muhlenberg, 5 April (TG) 
and 1 at Sauerheber 5 April (KM) were 
the first reported since mid-February. 1 
at Blackford Pond / Man O War Blvd., 
Fayette, 4/7 May (DSv, LsC) was the last 
reported. 


PURPLE GALLINULE -— | at the Audubon 
Wetlands 4-10 May (*RLe, ph. m.ob.). 
KBRC review required. 


Sandhill Crane — 3 in Wayne 27 May (ph. 
RB) and 1 in Hart, 29 May (LCr, SnM) 
were the last reported. 42 w. of Columbia, 
Adair, 4 March (DCo) and 38 headed 
north over e. Jefferson, 5 March (MY) 
were the highest numbers reported. 


Black-necked Stilt — 2 at Sauerheber 2 April 
1 (TG, ph. SG) were the earliest reported. 
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36 at Midway Road 29 May (TG, SG) was 
the highest number reported. 


American Avocet — The only report was 1 
along Hwy. 94 at Midway Road 27 May 
(*RPs). 


Black-bellied Plover — All reports listed. 3 
near Long Point 7 April (BPB, BWu). 1 
at Midway Road 26 May (HC, JP). 3-7 at 
McElroy Lake, Warren, 28-29 May (TD, 
DSv). 


American Golden-Plover — 14 reports. 
100-150 in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 
29 March (BPB, MM) were the earliest 
and the highest count reported. 1 at the 
shorebird unit of the Sloughs 21 April 
(KM) was the last reported. 


Semipalmated Plover — Earliest reports were 
15 April (m.ob.). 100 in w. Henderson, 
19 May 1 (CC) was the highest number 
reported. 


Stilt Sandpiper — About 20 reports. 1 at 
Petros Pond, Warren, 5 March (+TD) was 
very early. Next earliest reported was 1 at 
Long Point 8 April (BPB, BWu, HC, JSo). 
1 at Murl Pond 22 May (ph. RB) was the 
last reported. 


Sanderling — 2 reports. 1 at KY Dam beach 
30 April — 3 May (LM, ph., BY, ph. MY, 
ph. RD, m.ob.). 5 at Minor Clark 21-24 
May (DSv, ph. LsC, ph. JSo, CBz). 


Dunlin — 2 at Sauerheber 2 March (ph. CC) 
were the earliest reported. 2 at Horseshoe 
Road, w. Henderson, 29 May (ph. CC) 
were the last reported. 117 at Sauerheber 
18 April (BPB) was the highest number 
reported. 


Least Sandpiper — 82 at Frogue Pond 13 
May (ATro) and 75 at Melco 14-15 May 
(MA) were the highest numbers reported. 


White-rumped Sandpiper — 4 at Murl Pond 
1 May (tph. RD) were the earliest reported. 
33 at Midway Road 30 May (HC, JP) was 
the highest number reported. 


Pectoral Sandpiper — 500 at Long Point 7 
April (BPB, BWu) was the highest number 
reported. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper —20 at Sauerheber 
25 April (MeT) were the earliest reported. 
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300 at Melco 18 May (BPB) was the 
highest number reported. 


Short-billed Dowitcher — 4 reports. | at 
Schuler Lane Field, Oldham, 5 May 
(BD). 70 at Melco 13 May (ph. JBa). 18 
in Pulaski 10 May (ph. RD). 1 near Hwy. 
268, Henderson, 19 May (KM). 


Long-billed Dowitcher — 1 at Sauerheber 16 
March (ph. CC) was the earliest reported. 
1 at Melco 4 May (*BPB) was the last 
reported. Counts of 97-102 at Long Point 
19 April (BPB, HC, JP) were the highest 
reported. 


American Woodcock — 13 at Rockcastle 
River WMA, Pulaski, 8 March (RD) was 
the highest number reported. 


Wilson’s Snipe — 3 at Melco 4 May (BPB) 
were the last reported. 200 at Sauerheber 
20 March (KM) was the highest number 
reported. 


Spotted Sandpiper — 1 at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 5 March (ph. JSo) 
was the earliest reported. 


Solitary Sandpiper — | at Benton, Marshall, 
22 March (HC, ME, ph. JP) was the earliest 
reported. 1 in Pulaski 20 May (RD) was 
the last reported. 16 in the Upper Hickman 
Bottoms 19 April (HC, JP) was the highest 
number reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — An estimated 1000 
at Sauerheber 15 April (m.ob.) was the 
highest number reported from an indi- 
vidual location. State-record high counts 
of yellowlegs were reported from Fulton, 
primarily Long Point and the Upper 
Hickman Bottoms, with 1300+ on 7 April 
and 1400+ on 8 April (BPB, BWu). 


Willet — All reports listed. 7 near downtown 
Louisville 27 April (ph. EyC). 80 at the 
beach at KY Dam Village 27-30 April (ph. 
CBz, ph. m.ob.). 38 at Jacobson Park 28 
April (ph. vr. TrN). 12 at Melco 29 April 
(ph. BPB). 1 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
28 May (TD). 


Greater Yellowlegs — 3 at Jacobson Park 21 
May (CtM) were the last reported. 65+ at 
Long Point 8 April (BPB, BWu, JSo) was 
the highest number reported. 
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Wilson’s Phalarope — All reports listed. 1 at 
Sauerheber 7 April (ph. JSo). 1 at Locust 
Grove Road, Christian, 12 April (ph. 
ShA). 2 at Sauerheber 15 April (m.ob.). 
1 at Murl Pond 1-2 May (ph. RB). 1 at 
Newstead Road, Christian, 7-8 May (ph. 
SBe, MeT). 


Red-necked Phalarope — 2 females at 
Midway Road 26 May (ph. HC, JP) and 
1 female at Murl Pond 28 May (ph. RB) 
were the only reports. 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1 at KY Dam Village 28 
April (JW) was the last reported. 455 at 
Long Point 9 March (HC, ME, JP) was the 
highest number reported. 


Laughing Gull — | adult at KY Dam Marina 
17-30 April (ph. BPB, TG, SG, m.ob.) was 
the only one reported. 


Franklin’s Gull — 2 at KY Dam Marina 28- 
30 April (ph. fTB, CBe, RD, JP, KOS) and 
1 at Jacobson Park 26 May (ph. DSv, LsC, 
ph. ThM, CtM) were the only reports. 


Herring Gull — 3-5 near KY Dam through 
30 April (m.ob.). None reported in May. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — 8 reports; all 
listed here. 1 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 
3 March / 7 April (HC, ME). 1-2 at Sledd 
Creek Boat Ramp, Marshall, 5-22 March 
(McL, m.ob.). 1 below KY Dam 11 March 
(RCa). 3 at Kuttawa and Lake Barkley 
area 29 March (BPB, MM, ph. BY, MY). 
1 at LBL, Devil’s Elbow Area, Trigg, 7 
April (HC). 1 near Cadiz, Trigg, 7 April 
(HC). 1 at LBL, Nickell Branch, Lyon, 
12 April (HC, ME, JP). 1-2 at KY Dam 
Marina 23-28 April (HC, m.ob.). 


Least Tern — 13 reports. 118 at Kentucky 
Bend 18 May (ph. DL, JSo) was the earli- 
est date and the highest number reported. 


Caspian Tern — 2 at Kuttawa (BPB, MM) 
29 March and 2 at Freeman Lake 2 April 1 
(JnS, JrS) were the earliest reported. 40+ 
at KY Dam Marina 18-23 April (BPB, 
TG, SG, HC) was the highest number 
reported. 


Black Tern — All reports listed. 1 at the Wood 
Tract, Henderson, 30 April (ph. CC). 5 at 
Kentucky Bend 18 May (JSo). 1 at Minor 
Clark 25 May (CBz). 1-2 at Hwy 94 at 
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Midway Road 26-27 May (HC, JP, RPs, 
DSv, LsC). 2 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
28 May (TD). 


Common Tern — Only 2 reports. 2 at Barkley 
Dam 28 April (BdC). 8-10 on Ohio River 
above Meldahl Dam, Bracken, 13 May 
(S@c°G@s): 


Forster’s Tern — 30-40 at KY Dam Marina 
29 April (KOS) was the highest number 
reported. 


Common Loon — A remarkable 47 at 
Waitsboro Rec. Area, Lake Cumberland, 
Pulaski, 6 April (RD) was the highest 
number reported. 


ANHINGA -— | adult male was reported 
from Island 8 Boat Ramp, Fulton, 31 May 
1 (FDP). KBRC review required. 


American Bittern — All reports listed. 
Singles at Sauerheber 26 March / 20 April 
(KM). An incredible 4 at Green River 
WMA, Adair, 15 April (ph. RD), with 
at least 1 there 6 May (RB). 1 at Sandy 
Lee Watkins County Park, Henderson, 20 
April (ph. CC). 


Least Bittern — 1 heard at Muck Lake, 
Sinclair Unit, 19 May (TG, SG) was the 
only report. 
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Great Egret — High counts ranged from 197 
to 268 at Midway Road 27-30 May (BPB, 
TG;:SG;, RPs). 


Snowy Egret — Only 11 reports, all in Fulton 
or Trigg. 1 at Cadiz, Trigg, 9 April (JSo) 
was the earliest reported. 


Little Blue Heron — 34 along the levee in 
Fulton 29 May (TG) was the highest 
number reported. 


Cattle Egret — 1 at Schochoh, Logan, 2 April 
(ph. ST) and 1 at Kuttawa 8 April (BPB, 
BWu) were the earliest reported. 40 seen 
from KY Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 
29 April (DL) was the highest number 
reported. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — 75, with 
50+ active nests, at Shippingport Island, 
Jefferson, 24 April (BPB) was the highest 
number reported. 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — 2 likely 
returning nesters in Louisville 26 March 
(CB, ph. PB) were the earliest reported. 
8, with three active nests, at the Sloughs 
Highland Creek Unit, Union, 9 April (CC) 
was the highest number reported. 


WHITE-FACED IBIS — 1 at Midway Road 
29 May 1 (TG, ph. SG). KBRC review 
required. 


Black Vulture — 85 at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 23 March (CBz) was the highest 
number reported. 


Turkey Vulture — 75 at Jenny Wiley SRP, 
Floyd, 1 April (WH) was the highest 
number reported. 


Osprey — 7 in e. Calloway 6 May (HC) was 
the highest number reported from a single 
area. An impressive total of “probably 
more than 40 Ospreys (most around the 
lakes & dams)” was reported from a 29 
March Big Day (BPB, MM). 


Mississippi Kite — 30 reports, almost all 
in May, from the following counties: 
Fulton, Jefferson, Marshall, McCracken, 
Ohio, Pulaski, and Wayne. 26+ along the 
Mississippi River levee in Fulton 30 May 
was the highest number reported (BPB, 
TG, SG). 
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Bald Eagle — 15+ in the Upper Hickman 
Bottoms 7-8 April (BPB, BWu) was the 
highest number reported from a single 
area. A total of 30-35, most in Fulton, 
were reported from a 29 March Big Day 
(BPB, MM). 


Northern Harrier — 5 at the Sinclair Unit 7 
March (TG, SG) was the highest number 
reported. 
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White-faced Ibis — Fulton, 29 May 2017 
Steve Graham 


Broad-winged Hawk - 1 at DBNF, 
McCreary, 24 March (ph. RD) was the 
earliest reported. 10 at Bernheim Forest 
3 May (BPB, MM, JmA, PS) was the 
highest number reported. 


Golden Eagle — 1 at Bernheim Forest, 
Nelson, 5 March (7JnS, JrS) was the only 
report. 


Barn Owl — Reported from 6 locations in the 
following counties: Christian, Franklin, 
Graves, Hart, Muhlenberg, Wayne. 


Short-eared Owl — Only 2 reports. 2 in 
Grayson 15 March (BA). 4 on the Cren- 
shaw Tract, Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 
21 March (CPI). 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — 1 banded 24 
Oct 2016 at Surrey Hills Farm (MM) was 
found 29 March near Niagara Falls, near 
Grand Island, Erie Co., NY. 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker — | at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 7 May (HtS, DoS) was the last 
reported. 15 at the Audubon Wetlands 
1 April (CrN) was the highest number 
reported. 


Merlin — All reports listed. 1 n. of Glasgow 
4 March (LCr, SnM). 1 s. of Glasgow 13 
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March (LCr, SnM). 1-2 at the Sinclair 
Unit 7/26 March 1 (TG, SG). 1 at Free- 
man Lake 8 March (RHe). 1 near Open 
Pond, Lower Hickman Bottoms, 29 
March (BPB, MM). 1 at KY Dam Village 
30 April (KtA, m.ob.). 1 at Jacobson Park 
6 May (ROC). 


Peregrine Falcon — “The first confirmed 
natural cliff Peregrine Falcon nest in 
Kentucky” had adults feeding 2 nestlings 
at Kentucky River, Garrard, 29 April (ph., 
TN). 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — About a dozen 
reports. 1 at Mammoth Cave 4 May (Erk) 
was the earliest reported. Singles in Casey 
23 May (vr. RD) and Schochoh, Logan, 24 
May (ST, DT) were the last reported. 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — | at Clarks River 
NWR, Marshall, 20 April (GIL) was 
the earliest reported. 13 at Little Lick, 
Pulaski, 13 May (RD) was the highest 
number reported. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — All reports 
listed. 1 w. of New Liberty, Owen, 11 
May (*TmT). 1 w. of Georgetown, Scott, 
15 May (DL). 1 at Iroquois Park 16 May 
(jJmA). 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 20-21 
May (*BPB). 1 in ne. Lexington 30 May 
(vr. *+MTw, DSv). 


Acadian Flycatcher — 1 at Long Point 
24 April (RPs), 1 at Crappie Hollow, 
Calloway, 25 April (MeT), and 1 at 
Mammoth Cave 25 April (MIK, m.ob.) 
were the earliest reported. 


Alder Flycatcher — 3 reports. 1 at the 
Audubon Wetlands 12 May (vr. JP). 1 
w. of Elkton, Jodd, 13 May (*ATy). 3 at 
Surrey Hills Farm 20 May (+BPB). 1 at 
the University of KY Arboretum, Fayette, 
23-25 May (*ThM, vr. CBz, DSv, ph. 
LsC, ROC, JSo). 


Willow Flycatcher — 1 at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 5 May (BvC) was the earliest 
reported. 


Least Flycatcher — 1 at Anchorage Trail 26 
April (PB, JB) and 1 at Bernheim Forest 
27 April (EH) were the earliest reported. 


SAY’S PHOEBE -— The bird in Nelson first 
observed 21 January was last reported 25 
March (DxM). KBRC review required. 
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Great Crested Flycatcher - 1 at 
Campbellsville, ZJaylor, 15 April (MLu) 
was the earliest reported. 21 at the Sloughs 
10 May (JM) was the highest number 
reported. 


Eastern Kingbird — 1 near Mammoth Cave, 
Hart, 5 April (SK), and 1 at Mammoth 
Cave, Edmonson, 7 April (SK) were the 
earliest reported. 18 at Surrey Hills Farm 
6 May (BPB) was the highest number 
reported. 


Scissor-tailed Flycatcher — 2 reports. | at 
Sutton East, Fulton, 21 May (+ WIB). 1 in 
Frankfort, Franklin, 28-May (+DnW). 


Loggerhead Shrike — Fewer than 20 reports. 
8 (including young) were reported at Murl 
Pond 25 May (RB). 


White-eyed Vireo — Earliest reports were 
7-8 April (m.ob.). 20 at Pennyrile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG) was the 
highest number reported. 


Bell’s Vireo — 15 reports, almost all after 
April in Henderson. | heard and then seen 
s. of Mayfield, Graves, 19 April (GIL) was 
the earliest reported. 1 at Kentucky Bend 
29-30 May (TG, SG, vr. BPB) was likely 
the first record for the county. 


Yellow-throated Vireo — Extremely early 
report of 1 at Audubon SP, Henderson, 
15 March (+PyL). KBRC to review. The 
next earliest reports were of 2 at that same 
location 7 April (PyL) and an unspecified 
number at LBL, Lyon 9 April (JmH). 


Blue-headed Vireo — Earliest were 24 
March when 13 birds were reported from 
7 counties (m.ob.). 14 at Bad Branch and 
12 at Little Shepherd Trail, both Letcher, 
12 April (ph. DL, JSo) were the highest 
numbers reported. 


Philadelphia Vireo — 1 along Craven’s Bay 
Road in LBL, Lyon, 29 Apr (BY, MY) and 
1 at Mammoth Cave 30 April (JR) were 
the earliest reported. 


Warbling Vireo — 1 in Hickman and | at 
Little Bear Creek, Marshall, both 8 April 
(BWu, BPB) were the earliest reported. 


Red-eyed Vireo — | heard in Muhlenberg 5 
April (LCr) was the earliest reported. 65 
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at Little Lick Rec. Area DBNF, Pulaski, 
13 May (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 


Common Raven — 10 reports, including the 
first sightings for Boyd and Greenup, a 
flyover pair at the Eastpark Industrial Park 
on the county line 12 May (BPB). 


Purple Martin — | at Elkfork Bend, Todd, 
5 March (DbH) was the earliest reported. 
68 at Bernheim Forest, Hardin, 19 May 
(CSR) was the highest number reported. 


Sedge Wren — Jefferson, 13 April 2017 
David Lusk 


Tree Swallow — An estimated 2000 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 13 March (RB) and 
500 at the Sinclair Unit 7 March (TG, SG) 
were the highest numbers reported. 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow — | at 
KY Dam Marina 19 March (HC) was the 
earliest reported. 


Bank Swallow — 2 at Aurora Ferry Road, 
Boone, 12 April (LM) were the earliest 
reported. 


Cliff Swallow — “A few” at Barkley and 
Kentucky Dams, 29 March (BPB, MM) 
were the earliest reported. 


Barn Swallow — Singles at Murl Pond 10 
March (*RB) and s. of Trenton, Jodd, 
14 March (ph. ShA) were the earliest 
reported 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE - 
Presumed continuing bird at Yatesville 
Lake WMA, Lawrence, 2 March (ph. 
BPB). KBRC review required. 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — Continued to be 
widely reported, with over 100 reports 
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from 27 counties. Most reports were of 
only 1-2 birds. 8 near KY Dam Village 
5 March (McL) was the highest number 
reported. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — 2 continued 
near KY Dam Village through the period 
(m.ob.). KBRC review not required at this 
location. 


Brown Creeper — | at Capital View Park, 
Franklin, 30 April (TrW) was the last 
reported. 


Winter Wren — | at the Lexington Cemetery 
20 April (CBz) was the last reported. 4 at 
Cypress Creek, Marshall, 22 March (HC, 
ME, JP) was the highest number reported. 


Sedge Wren — All reports listed. 1 at Miles 
Park, Jefferson, 13-16 April (TrL, DvL, 
PB, JB). 1 at Bernheim Forest 29 April 
(BPB). 2 at Sauerheber 2 May (JSI). 1 
at Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 6 May 
(RC). 


Marsh Wren — 17 reports. | at Sauerheber 
20/26 March (KM) was the first reported 
since January. 1 at Sauerheber 8 May (DL, 
JSo, TG, CBz) was the last reported. 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — Earliest reports 
were 24 March: 2 at Murray, Callo- 
way (ME), 1 at Audubon SP, Henderson 
(DvA), and 2 at Sauerheber (DvA). 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — 1 at Clarks 
River NWR, Marshall, 13 May (+JP) was 
likely a record late date. 


Veery — 1 at the Audubon Wetlands 22 April 
(JM, m.ob.) was the earliest reported. 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — | at LBL, Trigg, 
22 April (DvR) was the earliest reported. 
1-2 at Iroquois Park 16 May (JmA, DMc) 
were the last reported. 


Swainson’s Thrush — 3 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 20-21 April (CBz, m.ob.) were 
the earliest reported. 30+ at the Lexington 
Cemetery 11 May (JSo, ROC) was the 
highest number reported. 


Hermit Thrush — | at Nada Tunnel, Powell, 
3 May (DSu) and 2 at the Audubon 
Wetlands 3 May (KM) were the last 
reported. 
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Wood Thrush — | heard at Saunders Springs 
NP, Hardin, 1 April (BBC) was the 
earliest reported. 15 at Mammoth Cave 19 
April (SK, m.ob.) was the highest number 
reported. 


Cedar Waxwing — 250 at Science Hill 
12 May (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 


American Pipit — 1 along 136 w. of Hen- 
derson 19 May (ph. CC) was the last 
reported. 50-100 w. of Sauerheber 12 April 
(RLe) was the highest number reported. 


Purple Finch — | in Pulaski 14 May (JmP) 
was the last reported. 


Pine Siskin — 8 reports; all listed. 1 in 
Richmond, Madison, | March (SKv). 1 nw. 
of Shakertown, Mercer, 17 March (FMi). 
1 w. of General Burnside SP, Pulaski, 21 
March / 6 April (JmP). 2 at Grayson Lake 
SP, Carter, 31 March (WH). 1 in Glasgow 
27-28 April (LCr). 1 inn. Anderson 6 May 
(TAn). 3 in se. Madisonville, Hopkins, 7 
May (HtS). 2 at Wood Creek Lake, Laurel, 
13 May (AK). 


Eastern Towhee — 43 at Little Shepherd 
Trail, Letcher, 12 April (DL, JSo) was the 
highest number reported. 


American Tree Sparrow — 2 at Clay WMA, 
Nicholas, 25 March (DL) were the last 
reported. 11 at Beckley Creek, Jefferson, 
12 March (JW) was the highest number 
reported. 


Field Sparrow — The highest reported 
counts were 40-50 at the Sinclair Unit 21- 
31 March (CBz, TG, SG) and 45 at Clay 
WMA, Nicholas, 26 March (DL). 


Vesper Sparrow — About 10 reports. 1 at 
The Bend, Hart, 13 April (JSo) was the 
last reported. 


Lark Sparrow — 1-4 along or near McDonald 
Landing Road, Henderson, beginning 15 
April (m.ob.). 


Grasshopper Sparrow — 1 heard in ne. 
Louisville 4 April (vr. JW) was quite 
early. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — Fewer than 20 reports. 
Noticeably early were 1 heard at Surrey 
Hills Farm 28 March (BPB) and 4 at the 
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Sinclair Unit 29-31 March (BPB, MM, vr. 
CBz). 


Fox Sparrow — 1 at Waddy, Shelby, 2 
April (HnA) was the last reported. 25 at 
Taylorsville Lake WMA, Anderson, 18 
March (BWu) was the highest number 
reported. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — About 20 reports. 
1 at Muhlenberg County Rail Trail, 
Muhlenberg, 14 April (TG) was the earli- 
est reported. 1 at Sullivan WMA, Franklin, 
23 May (+CBz) was the last reported. 


Swamp Sparrow — 3 at Clarks River NWR, 
Marshall, 13. May (JP) were the last 
reported. 45+ at Sauerheber 15 April (CBz, 
EH) was the highest number reported. 


White-throated Sparrow — | at the Lexing- 
ton Cemetery 14 May (NBr) was the last 
reported. 


White-crowned Sparrow — | at Shaker 
Village, Mercer, 17 May (*DL) was the 
last reported. 25 at Big Rivers WMA, 
Crittenden, 2 April (CC) was the highest 
number reported. 


Dark-eyed Junco — | in Benton, Marshall, 
28 April (PHo) was the last reported. 


Yellow-breasted Chat - [No _ longer 
considered a warbler; the species is now the 
only species in the new family Icteriidae.] 
Singles at Parker Mt. Bell Farm Road, 
McCreary, 14 April ({RB) and at Sauer- 
heber 17 April (ph. CC) were the earliest 
reported. 29 at the Sloughs 10 May (JM) 
was the highest number reported. 


Bobolink — 2 at Loveless Road Pulaski 19-20 
April 1 (vr. RD) were the earliest reported. 
7 at Midway University, Woodford, 29 
May 1 (DL) and 1 at Kentucky Bend 
30 May (TG, SG, BPB) were the last 
reported. 100+ along the levee in Fulton 
30 April (RLe) was the highest number 
reported. 


Eastern Meadowlark — 80 at Sandy Lee 
Watkins County Park, Henderson, 20 
March (CC) was the highest number 
reported. 


Western Meadowlark — 2 at Elbow Slough 
Road and 2 along State Route 971, both 
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Fulton, 2 March (vr. MG) were the only 
ones reported. 


Orchard Oriole — 1 at Green River Lake SP, 
Taylor, 14 April (MLu) and 1 at Beaver 
Creek, Barren, 15 April (LCr) were the 
earliest reported. 


Baltimore Oriole — 1 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 15 April (DL, CKAS/ASK) was 
the earliest reported. 


Rusty Blackbird — 2 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 30 April (JSt, MSt) were the 
last reported. 200 at Surrey Hills Farm 5 
March (BPB) and 200 at Sauerheber 31 
March (KM) were the highest numbers 
reported. 


Brewer’s Blackbird — All reports listed. 3 
at Midway Road 29 March (BPB, MM). 
1 female at Surrey Hills Farm 5 April (ph. 
BPB). 1 in Jefferson 5 April (¢TrL). 10 
sw. of Long Point 8 April (BPB, ph., vr. 
BWu). 


Ovenbird — Singles at Mammoth Cave 29 
March (TD) and 10 April (SK, m.ob.) 
were the earliest reported. 


Worm-eating Warbler — | seen and heard 
at Mahr Park, Hopkins, 5 April (DoS) tied 
the early date for the species. 


Louisiana Waterthrush — | at LBL, Trigg, 
18 March (ph. JP) was very early. 


Northern Waterthrush — 1 at Bernheim 
Forest 16 April (ScD) and 1 s. of 
Campbellsville, Zaylor, 17 April (MLu) 
were the earliest reported. Reported 
through most of May (m.ob.). The latest 
report with documentation was 1 near 
Dot, Logan, 13 May (ph. FL). 


Golden-winged Warbler — Only 7 reports. 
1 at LBL, Lyon, 18 April 1 (BPB, TG, 
ph. SG) was the earliest reported. 1 at 
the Sloughs 10 May (vr. JM) was the last 
reported. 


Blue-winged Warbler — 1 at Mammoth 
Cave 14 April (SK, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. 10+ at Bernheim Forest 27 April 
(EH) was the highest number reported. 


Black-and-white Warbler — 1 at Mam- 
moth Cave 29 March (SK, m.ob.) was the 
earliest reported. 


2017 


Prothonotary Warbler — | at Barren River 
Lake, Barren, 4-5 April (BB) was the 
earliest reported. 


Swainson’s Warbler — About 30 reports. 2 at 
DBNF Wildcat Trail, Wolfe, 17 April (vr. 
BnW, AnW) were the earliest reported. 


Tennessee Warbler — | at Anchorage Trail 
17 April (EH) and 15+ at LBL, Lyon, 18 
April (BPB, SG, TG) were the earliest 
reported. 1 Shelbyville, Shelby, 23 May 
(LHz) was the last reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — Continued to 
be reported more frequently than has been 
typical; about 2 dozen different reports. 1 
at Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 13 May 
(ph. RC) was the last reported. 


Nashville Warbler — 1 at Pleasant Hill 
Church Road, Trigg, 13 April (BL) was 
the earliest reported. Singles at Fort Hill, 
Franklin, 16 May (JSo) and at Ormsby 
Station Road Pond, Jefferson, 18 May 
(MiC) were the last reported. 


Connecticut Warbler — 1 at Surrey Hills 
Farm 20 May (BPB) was the only report. 


Mourning Warbler — 6 reports; all singles, 
as follows: Boxend, Madison, 9 May (RBa, 
RFs). Veterans Park, Fayette, 11 May 
(SRn). Iroquois Park 13 May (JrL, MiC, 
BBC). Beargrass Creek SNP, Jefferson, 13 
May (BWo, BBC). Lexington Cemetery 
14 May (JSt, MSt). Sauerheber 21 May 
(TG, SG). 


Kentucky Warbler — 1 at Mammoth Cave 
14 April (SK, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. 


Common Yellowthroat — | at Sauerheber 
26 March (KM) was the earliest reported. 
48 at the Sloughs 10 May (JM) was the 
highest number reported. 


Hooded Warbler — Singles 9 April at 
Long Creek, Trigg (JSo) and Alpine 
Recreational Area, Pulaski (RD) were the 
earliest reported. 37 at Little Lick Rec. 
Area DBNF, Pulaski, 13 May (RD) was 
the highest number reported. 


American Redstart — 2 in McCreary 14 
April (RB) were the earliest reported. 


Cape May Warbler — | at the Lexington 
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Cemetery 15 April (DL, CKAS/ASK) 
was the earliest reported. 1 at Veterans 
Park, Fayette, 17 May (SRn) was the last 
reported. 


Cerulean Warbler — 1 at Mammoth Cave 
14-15 April (JnS, JrS, PB, JB) was the 
earliest reported. 


Northern Parula — 2 at Mammoth Cave 29 
March (SK, m.ob.) and a few as part of a 
Big Day in the western part of the state, 
29 March (BPB, MM) were the earliest 
reported. 40+ at LBL, Lyon, 18 April 
(BPB, TG, SG) was the highest number 
reported. Nests: N. Parula nests are rarely 
found in the state, but two different nests 
were found and photographed along Ken- 
tucky Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 
within a few days and about a quarter-mile 
of each other, 17 April (ph. SG, TG, BPB) 
and 29 April (ph. MY, ph. BY, KOS). 


Magnolia Warbler — 1 at Denny Hollow, 
Wayne, 22 April (RB) was the earliest 
reported. 


Bay-breasted Warbler — Singles 29 April 
at Beckley Creek, Jefferson (BBC) and 
Bernheim Forest (BPB) were the earliest 
reported. 


Blackburnian Warbler — 1 at Mammoth 
Cave 19 April (JR, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. The last reports were 21 May 
(m.ob.). 


Yellow Warbler — 3 at Louisville Water 
Company Ponds, Jefferson, 12 April 
(SyL) were the earliest reported. 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — The earliest 
reports were singles at KY Dam Village 
25 April (MeT) and Pope Lick Park, 
Jefferson, 26 April (BPB, m.ob.). 


Blackpoll Warbler — | heard at LBL, Lyon, 
18 April (BPB, TG, SG) was the earliest 
reported. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — About 2 
dozen reports. 1 at Bad Branch 12 April 
(ph., * DL, JSo) was the earliest reported. 
A female in Scott, 15 May (*DL) was the 
last reported. 


Palm Warbler — 1 at Rose Hill, Oldham, 
16 May (RFi) was the last reported. 30 at 
LBL, Lyon, 18 April (BPB, TG, SG) was 
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the highest number reported. An apparent 
“Eastern” or “Yellow” Palm Warbler 
(Setophaga palmarum hypochrysea) was 
at Anchorage Trail 2 April (ph. TQ, RbC). 


Blackpoll Warbler — Madison, 4 May 2017 
Robert Foster 


Yellow-rumped Warbler — 1 male at 
Jacobson Park 21 May (ThM, CtM) was 
the last reported. 100+ at Bernheim Forest 
29 April (BPB) was the highest number 
reported. 


Yellow-throated Warbler — | at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 27-28 March (DoS) was the 
earliest reported. 


Prairie Warbler — Singles 5 April at The 
Strand, Jefferson (TrL) and at 2 different 
spots in DBNF, McCreary (RD) were the 
earliest reported. 40 at Pennyrile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG, SG) was 
the highest number reported. 


Black-throated Green Warbler — 1 at 
Alpine Rec. Area, Pulaski, 24 March (vr. 
RD) and | at Bee Rock, Pulaski, 25 March 
(RD) were the earliest reported. 26 at Bad 
Branch 12 April (DL, JSo) was the highest 
number reported. 


Canada Warbler — 14 reports. 1 at the 
Lexington Cemetery 2 May (+CBz, 
ROC) was the earliest reported. 1 at Lake 
Linville, Rockcastle, 27 May (fRD) was 
the last reported. 


Wilson’s Warbler — About two dozen 
reports. 1 at the Lexington Cemetery 
2 May (CBz) was the earliest reported. 
1 at Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 27 May 
(*RD) was the last reported. 
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Summer Tanager — 2 at Mammoth Cave 
17 April (SK, m.ob.) were the earliest 
reported. 


Scarlet Tanager — | at Mammoth Cave 11 
April (NB) was the earliest reported. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — A male at 
Calvert City, Marshall, 17 April (JrT) was 
the earliest reported. 1 w. of Greenville, 
Muhlenberg, 21 May (TG, SG) was the 
last reported. Several observers reported 
unusually high numbers. Examples 
include 30 at Blood River, Calloway, 6 
May (KC) and 16 in Benton, Marshall, 
4 May (JP). 


Blue Grosbeak — Singles 16 April at Sauer- 
heber (ph. CC, DSv, LsC) and Glasgow 
(ph. LCr, SnM) were the earliest reported. 


Indigo Bunting — An extremely early pair 
reported near Long Point 30 March (BY, 
MY) may have overwintered, or it may 
have been an early year for them. Similar 
early reports in eBird include a male just 
s. of the KY border near Clarksville, TN, 
also 30 March; 1 on the MS border near 
Memphis, TN, 29 March; and a male at 
Wheeler NWR, n. AL, 27 March. Still 
early, but closer to typical, was the next 
earliest report in Kentucky: 1 singing at 
Mammoth Cave 10 April (SK).A possible 
state-record high of 105 was reported from 
the Sloughs 10 May (JM). 


PAINTED BUNTING - | male at a feeder in 
Ravenna, Estill, stayed a few days in early 
April (ph. MBa via MTw). Unfortunately, 
the bird was not reported until 19 May. 
This will become the 9" Kentucky record 
for the species, if confirmed. KBRC 
review required. 


Dickcissel — Singles 19 April at Straight Line 
Road, Henderson (PmG) and along the 
levee in Fulton (HC, JP) were the earliest 
reported. 
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ABBREVIATIONS & FORMAT NOTES 


=a 
+ = written details were submitted with the 
report 


m.ob. = multiple observers 

ph. = documented with photograph(s) 

vr. = documented with recordings of call notes 
or song 

County names appear in italics. 


Observer name codes appear in parentheses. 


LOCATIONS 
Anchorage Trail, e. Jefferson 


Audubon Wetlands = John James Audubon 
SP, Audubon Wetlands Trail (Wolf Hills 
Rd.), Henderson 


Bad Branch = Bad Branch SNP, Letcher 


Bernheim Forest = Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest, Bullitt (unless otherwise 
noted) 


DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest 
Frogue Pond, n. of Zion, Todd 
Glasgow, Barren 

Hickman, Fulton 


Hickman Bottoms = Mississippi River 
bottomlands; “upper” and “lower” are n. 
and s. of Hickman, Fulton 


Iroquois Park = Iroquois Park and Nettleroth 
Bird Sanctuary, Louisville, Jefferson 

Jacobson Park = Reservoir #4 at Jacobson 
Park, Lexington, Fayette 

Kentucky Bend = westernmost, discontinuous 
bit of Kentucky, surrounded by _ the 
Mississippi River, w. Fulton 


Kuttawa = Lake Barkley near Old Kuttawa 
Recreation Area, Lyon 


KY = Kentucky 
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First confirmed natural-cliff 
Peregrine Falcon nest in Kentucky 
had adults feeding two nestlings, 
=| Garrard, 26 May 2017 

| Tina Nauman 


KY Dam = 
Marshall 


KY Dam Marina = marina at Kentucky Dam 
Village SRP, Marshall 


KY Dam Village = Kentucky Dam Village 
SRP, Marshall 


Lake Barkley, Lyon/Trigg 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Kentucky Dam, Livingston/ 


Lexington, Fayette 


Long Point = KY portion of the Long Point 
Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton 


Louisville, Jefferson 
Mahr Park, Madisonville, Hopkins 


Mammoth Cave = Mammoth Cave National 
Park, Edmonson (unless otherwise noted) 


Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. 
Jefferson 


Midway Road, Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. 
Fulton 


Minor Clark = Minor E. Clark Fish Hatchery 
near Cave Run Lake, Rowan 


Murl Pond = transient pond s. of Murl, 
Wayne 


NWR = National Wildlife Refuge 


Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit, 
WMA, Henderson 


Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit, Peabody WMA, 
Muhlenberg 


Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 
SNP = State Nature Preserve 

SP = State Park 

SRP = State Resort Park 

Surrey Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson 
WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


Sloughs 


82 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 


OBSERVERS 


Groups listed first. Individuals 
are listed alphabetically by last 
name 


Audubon Society of Kentucky 
/ Central Kentucky Audubon 
Society (ASK) 


Beckham Bird Club (BBC) 
Kentucky Ornithological 
Society (KOS) 


multiple observers (m.ob.) 


Cody Allen (CdA) 
David Alvarez (DvA) 
Kathleen Anderson (KtA) 
Terry Anderson (TAn) 
Matt Anthony (MtA) 
Jim Arnett (JmA) 
Hunter Arnocker (HnA) 
Sharon Arnold (ShA) 
Michael Autin (MA) 
Bonnie Avery (BA) 
Jamie Baker (JBa) 
Melinda Barnett (MBa) 
Rebecca Bates (RBa) 
Colleen Becker (CBe) 
Tom Becker (TB) 

Jane Bell (JB) 

Pat Bell (PB) 

Sarah Bell (SBe) 

Carol Besse (CB) 

Clay Bliznick (CBz) 


N Bocc (NB) 

Karen Bonsell (KB) 
Ray Bontrager (RB) 
Barbara Brand (BB) 
Nancy Braun (NBr) 
Will Britton (WIB) 
Michael Callan (MiC) 
Buddy Campbell (BdC) 
Beverly Carrico (BvC) 
Patti Case (PC) 
Rodney Cassidy (RCa) 
Mcgee Catlett (McC) 
Robert Chadwick (RbC) 
Hap Chambers (HC) 
Erin Chapman (EnC) 
Bob Clanton (BC) 
Joseph Clarkson (JsC) 
Chris Clingman (CCg) 
Suzanne Clingman (SCg) 
Emma Clinning (EaC) 
Sean Clinning (SnC) 
Emily Clouse (EyC) 
Kathy Cohen (KC) 
Lisa Combs (LsC) 
Derek Coomer (DCo) 
Linda Craiger (LCr) 
Charlie Crawford (CC) 
Rodney Crice (RC) 
Brian Davis (BD) 
Roseanna Denton (RD) 
Scott Dickman (ScD) 
Tom Durbin (TD) 
Melissa Easley (ME) 


Sora — Jefferson, 15 April 2017, Greg Walker 


Rand Falls (RF) 
Richard Fischer (RFi) 
Robert Foster (RFs) 
Melissa Garrett (MIG) 
Pamela Graber (PmG) 
Steve Graham (SG) 
Teresa Graham (TG) 
Mark Greene (MG) 
Debbie Hamilton (DbH) 
Richard Healy (RHe) 
Lea Henze (LHz) 

Ron Hoff (RH) 

Eric Hope (EH) 

Patty Horner (PHo) 
Lee Howe (LH) 

Jim Hughes (JmH) 
William Hull (WH) 
Timothy Jones (TmJ) 
Sandy Kavanaugh (SKv) 
Albert Kayser (AK) 
Eric Kershner (ErK) 
Steve Kistler (SK) 
Miliska Knauft (MIK) 
Kelly Krechmer (KIK) 
David Lang (DL) 
Mike Lee (ML) 
Richard Lee (RLe) 
Jerry Lewis (JrL) 

Ben Limle (BLm) 
Michael Linz (McL) 
Bill Lisowsky (BL) 
Sydney Lossin (SyL) 
Glen Lovelace (GIL) 
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David Lusk (DvL) James Perlowski (JmP) Donald Sutherland (DSu) 
Terri Lusk (TrL) Diana Piep (DP1) David Svetich (DSv) 
Mikey Lutmerding (MLu) Charlie Plush (CPI) Jeremy Teague (JrT) 
Payton Lykins (PyL) Josh Powell (JP) Derek Thorning (DrT) 
Frank Lyne (FL) Dick Preston (DP) Michael Todd (MT) 
Dax Manley (DxM) Tommy Quarles (TQ) Melanie Torres (MeT) 
Scott Marsh (SMa) Spencer Reinhard (SRn) Mark Tower (MTw) 
Don Martin (DM) Jeffery Rose (JR) Tim Towles (TmT) 

Lee McNeely (LM) David Rymal (DvR) Alan Troyer (ATy) 
Cathy McNeil (CtM) Tanner Shepard (TS) Debby Tyson (DT) 
Thomas McNeil (ThM) John Sloane (JSI) Steve Tyson (ST) 

David McQuade (DMc) Marshall Smith (MaS) Terrance Ware (TrW) 
John Meredig (JM) Jennifer Snyder (JnS) Ben Warner (BnW) 
Keith Michalski (KM) Jerry Snyder (JrS) Danny Watson (DnW) 
Frank Mitchell (FMi) Jeff Sole (JSo) James Wheat (JW) 
Mark Monroe (MM) Pam Spaulding (PS) Anna Wittmer (AnW) 
Sandy Moss (SnM) Heather Staggs (HtS) Barbara Woerner (BWo) 
Tina Nauman (TN) Josh Stapleton (JSt) Brian Wulker (BWu) 
Christopher Newman (CrN) Matt Stickel (MS) Ben Yandell (BY) 
Teresa Noel (TrN) Dan Stone (DaS) Mary Yandell (MY) 


Ronan O’Carra (ROC) 
Brainard Palmer-Ball (BPB) 
Nancy Parker (NP) 


Christine Stoughton Root (CSR) 


Donna Stricklin (DoS) 
Del Striegel (DS) 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her hus- 
band, Wendell, made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund. html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, or 
in writing. Applications for 2018 scholarships are due 31 January 2018. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 
scott.marsh@twc.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate slankard@ky.gov. 
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1. “Eastern” Palm Warbler — Jefferson, 2 April 2017, Tommy Quarles; 2. Painted Bunting — Estill, early April 2017, 
Melinda Barnett; 3. Red-necked Phalarope — Wayne, 28 May 2017, Ray Bontrager; 4. Purple Gallinule — Henderson, 
9 May 2017, Ben Yandell; 5. Sanderling — Marshall, 30 April 2017, Ben Yandell; 6. Least Terns — Fulton, 18 May 
2017, David Lang; 7. Long-billed Dowitchers (all 3?) — Wayne, 1 May 2017, Ray Bontrager 
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THE COVER 


We thank Kate Slankard for her photograph of Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) nestlings at Lake 
Barkley, Land Between the Lakes, Trigg County, June 2014. See this issue’s article regarding 
the surveys of Osprey nesting. 
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The Recovery and Current Distribution of Nesting Ospreys 
(Pandion haliaetus) in Kentucky 


Loren Taylor, Kate Slankard, and Pat Hahs 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 


Abstract. Osprey populations throughout the United States plummeted in response to the use 
of the pesticide DDT (dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane) from 1945-1971. Following the DDT 
ban in 1972, restoration efforts were administered range-wide during the 1980's and 1990's. 
The Osprey’s ability to adapt to human-altered environments gave this species an advantage 
during a quick recovery. Kentucky’s nesting population has been monitored extensively in 
modern times through statewide nest surveys. Counts of occupied nests have continued to 
show an increase in recent years. Although the Land Between the Lakes area still supports the 
highest density of nests, nesting activity has finally expanded into other regions of the state. 
An increase in Osprey nest numbers is expected to continue in future years. 


Few landbirds rival Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) in geographical distribution and adaptability. 
Ospreys are one of only three raptor species known to breed in every biogeographical region 
of the world except Antarctica (Monti 2015). Ospreys are highly specialized birds of prey, 
hunting by diving up to a meter below the water surface to capture prey, with live fish making 
up 99% of their diet. Due to their piscivorous diet and hunting technique, Ospreys are 
concentrated in regions with shallow waters or plentiful surface-schooling fish (Poole 2002). 


In Kentucky, Ospreys were historically recorded as rare summer residents, nesting mostly in 
the far western portion of the state and the floodplains of the lower Ohio River (Mengel 1965). 
Osprey populations along with many other raptor species suffered rangewide declines during 
the mid-1900’s, largely in response to the widespread use of the pesticide DDT (dichloro- 
diphenyl-trichloroethane). Exposure to DDT caused eggshell thinning, resulting in decreased 
productivity (Ames 1966). As a result, no successful Osprey nests were documented in 
Kentucky between 1949 and 1985 (Ray et al. 2009). 


Restoration Efforts 


After the ban on DDT in 1972, nationwide restoration efforts led by both state and federal 
agencies began in the early 1980’s. In 1981, The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) initiated 
an Osprey hacking program at Land Between the Lakes (LBL), releasing a total of 61 young 
Ospreys between 1981-1989. (Hacking is the gradual release of young birds into the wild.) 
In addition to the TVA efforts, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(KDFWR) released 36 Ospreys at 12 additional sites ranging from LBL to Laurel County in 
the eastern part of the state from 1982-1989 (Ray et al. 2009). 


Ospreys historically nested in trees near or over water. While some Ospreys continue to use 
natural nest sites, many have adapted to nesting on manmade structures. Poole (2002) reported 
90-95% of Osprey pairs in some regions choose to nest on artificial structures, likely due to 
predation, habitat loss, and development. Soon after the hacking efforts, state and federal 
agencies partnered with Kentucky Environment Education Projects Inc. (KEEP) to improve 
nesting habitat for Ospreys in Kentucky by installing safe nesting platforms. In the 1990’s and 
2000’s, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), TVA, KDFWR and KEEP collaborated to install 17 
free-standing platforms on Lake Barkley, and 22 platforms above channel-marker navigation 
lights on both Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake. Platforms were installed on channel 
markers in an attempt to allow Osprey nesting without nests blocking the navigation lights 
and hindering boater safety (Ray et al. 2009). KEEP and KDFWR installed 14 additional 


88 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 93 


nesting platforms from 2009-2013 to provide safer nesting options for Osprey pairs nesting 
in precarious situations. The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet funded the installation of eight 
of these nesting platforms near the US 68-80 bridge over Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake 
during the bridge reconstruction (K DFWR 2015). 


Population Recovery 


The first successful Osprey nest acknowledged in Kentucky since 1949 was built along the 
Ohio River in Livingston County in 1986 (Stamm 1986). By 1995, 14 active nests were 
established on Lake Barkley. With the support of KDFWR, Ed Ray of KEEP conducted 
annual Osprey nesting surveys on the Kentucky portion of Lake Barkley from 1999-2008. 


Kentucky Lake was first surveyed by Ray in 2004, documenting eight active nests, all on 
channel markers. Outside of LBL, Osprey nesting activity began expanding eastward in the 
early 2000’s with several nests documented in Ohio and Muhlenberg Counties, one nest in 
Louisville, and one nest along the Ohio River in Greenup County (Ray et al. 2009). In 2005, 
the species was listed as a species of greatest conservation need in KDFWR’s State Wildlife 
Action Plan (KDFWR 2013). Since then, Kentucky’s Osprey population has expanded greatly 
(Figures | and 2). 


Figure 1. Number of occupied Osprey nests recorded 
in Kentucky, 1999-2017: LBL and statewide 
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Recent Survey Efforts 


Following the conclusion of Ed Ray’s surveys in 2008, KDFWR conducted statewide Osprey 
nest surveys every three years from 2011-2017. Beginning in 2011, established nesting 
locations were identified from Ray’s 1999-2008 surveys, Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission (KSNPC) records, and KDFWR records. Known nesting locations were 
checked, where possible, by ground and boat during the nesting season (late March-July). 
Nests were considered occupied if one or more adults were observed at the nest during the 
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Kate Slankard conducting 2014 Osprey nest survey. 

Photo by Loren Taylor 
nesting season. When visible, chicks were counted and aged. Counts of young presented 
below should be interpreted with caution as survey timing did not always coincide with when 
young were old enough to be visible. KDFWR personnel surveyed the LBL area (defined 
as within 1 mile [1.6 km] of Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake) and the Tennessee River 
between Kentucky Dam and the Ohio River by boat and by ground between | June and 
1 July in 2011, 2014, and 2017. Between survey years, KDFWR continued to keep track of 
new Osprey nests through reports from the public, and these new locations were monitored 
in consecutive surveys. 


2011. The 2011 statewide Osprey nesting inventory yielded observations of 87 occupied 
nests and 60 young. The majority of nests (78%) were located on manmade structures (Table 
1). The bulk of nesting was observed in the LBL area and surrounding counties (Figure 1). 
However, nesting in central and eastern Kentucky was also observed at Cave Run Lake in 
Menifee County, Laurel River Lake in Laurel County, Cedar Creek Lake in Lincoln County, 
and near the Lexington Reservoir in Fayette County. Several new nests were also documented 
between 2009-2011 in the Ohio and Muhlenberg County area (KDFWR 2011). 


2014. A total of 128 occupied Osprey nests and 42 young were documented in 2014. Manmade 
structures supported 76% of occupied nests, with nesting on bridges nearly doubling from 
2011 (Table 1). Nest counts in the LBL area continued to grow, from 64 nests in 2011 to 
99 in 2014, accounting for much of the statewide increase (Figure 1). Notable population 
expansion in the Tennessee River area north of Kentucky Dam (Marshall and Livingston 
Counties) prompted the survey of a portion of the Cumberland River north of Barkley Dam 
(Livingston County). Despite the presence of available nesting structures, no nests were 
found on the Cumberland River outside of the Smithland area. Nests on low-level snags were 


90 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 93 


prevalent in 2014, with 10 nests on Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley, less than 10 feet (3 m) 
above water (KDFWR 2015). 


2017. During the 2017 survey, 155 occupied nests were recorded and 42 young observed. 
As reported in previous years, the majority (80%) of nests occurred on manmade structures 
(Table 1). Nesting on power transmission towers greatly increased from only 12 nests in 
2014, to 29 nests in 2017, with individual towers often supporting more than one nest. 
Nesting on bridges decreased from 17 in 2014 to 8 in 2017. This reduction was largely in 
response to the demolition of the Eggner’s Ferry Bridge in 2016. The bulk of nesting Ospreys 
(88%) occurred in Calloway, Livingston, Lyon, Marshall, McCracken, and Trigg counties. 
The LBL area showed no signs of population growth in 2017. In fact, the same number (99) 
of occupied nests were observed in 2014 and 2017 (Figure 1). With the LBL area saturated 
with nesting pairs, the abundance of unoccupied nesting structures along the Tennessee and 
Cumberland Rivers north of Kentucky and Barkley Dams attracted many pairs to the area. 
During the 2017 survey, 16 new nests were observed on the Tennessee River and six new 
nests on the Cumberland River. East of LBL, notable new nesting locations were recorded at 
Green River Lake (Taylor County) and Taylorsville Lake (Spencer County) (Figure 2). 


Patterns of Distribution 


Although there were minor changes in survey area and technique starting with KDFWR’s 
taking over the surveys from KEEP in 2011, the survey has used the same protocol since then. 
As mentioned above, portions of the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers were added in 2011 
and 2014, but the area surveyed in 2017 was not more than past surveys. We therefore assume 
the recent increase in the nest count represents a true increase in the nesting population. 


Since the 1990’s, the number of nests near Lake Barkley has consistently been higher than 
the number near Kentucky Lake. During 2017, 76 nests were located near Lake Barkley and 
23 near Kentucky Lake (Figure 3). While this may be due in part to the types of manmade 
structures on Lake Barkley being superior to those on Kentucky Lake (there are fewer cell 
towers on Kentucky Lake and a different type of navigation light is in use on the north end of 
Kentucky Lake), water depth and prey availability may also influence nesting density. Ospreys 
are often found in higher numbers in areas with shallow waters or abundant surface-schooling 
fish, and shad are known to be a preferred prey item, when abundant (Poole 2002). Current 
data are lacking, but data summaries from 1978-1992 report that shad densities (pounds/acre 
[kg/hectare]) were on average 44% higher on Lake Barkley than on Kentucky Lake (Buynak 
1993). The average water depth of Kentucky Lake is also a meter deeper overall (6 m) than 
that of Lake Barkley (5 m) (Lakepedia 2015). Moreover, the shoreline of Lake Barkley is 
considerably less steep than that of Kentucky Lake, with mud flats becoming exposed after a 
smaller drop in water level (P. Rister, pers. comm.). 


The LBL area has long been important to the recovery of this species in the state and it 
continues to support the majority of the nesting population (Figure 2). The initial concentration 
of nesting in the area could be due to the higher number of birds hacked at LBL during the 
restoration efforts. Martell (2002) concluded that translocated Ospreys were more likely to 
return to their fledgling area to nest than wild-born birds were. However, as time passed, 
the density of nests at Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley far surpassed the expectations of 
restoration plans. Interestingly, the number of nests in the LBL area seems to have leveled 
off in recent years, perhaps indicating that this population is near or at carrying capacity 
(Figure 1). 
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Despite the pause in growth at LBL, the nesting population has gradually expanded into 
central and eastern Kentucky. Ospreys are notoriously slow to colonize new areas. Breeding 
typically first occurs at the age of 3-5 yrs, and nesting more than 50 km from their natal site 
is rare (Poole et al. 2002). Nevertheless, manmade reservoirs have created habitat in places 
Ospreys historically would not have nested. Continued growth of the population is expected 
in coming years, where habitat availability allows, especially west of LBL and in the west- 
central and central part of the state. 


The Future 


The triannual KDFWR statewide Osprey inventory concluded in 2017. However, KDFWR 
will continue to add any new locations of Osprey nests to a statewide database. As expected, 
the growth of Kentucky’s nesting Osprey population has resulted in increased utilization 
of manmade nest structures, and nesting on power poles and power transmission towers 
has doubled in the last seven years (Table 1). These situations can be problematic and will 
continue to increase with population growth. Some scenarios can be prevented or rectified 
by providing an alternative nesting structure. As Osprey nesting in Kentucky continues to 
expand, KDFWR will continue to advise private companies on how to manage Ospreys in 
problematic situations, and ensure Ospreys have safe nesting locations well into the future. 
A guide to the management of Ospreys is available by request from Loren Taylor, KDFWR: 


loren.taylor@ky.gov. 
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Figure 2: Occupied Osprey nests in Kentucky during 1999, 2008, and 2017. 
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Table 1. Structure types used by nesting Osprey 2011-2017. 


Nest Structure 2017 2014 2011 
Bridge 8 LZ 8 
Building 7d 5 4 
Cell Tower 12 9 6 
Light Pole 7 1 1 
Live Tree or Snag an 31 19 
Navigation Light 22 aS 21 
Power Pole 16 13 8 
Power Transmission Tower 29 12 16 
Stand-alone Platform 10 9 4 
Other Manmade Structure 12 8 0 
Total Nests 155 128 87 


Figure 3: Occupied Osprey nests near Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake in 2017. 
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Kentucky Ornithological Society Annual Meeting 
Kenlake State Resort Park 
September 15-17, 2017 


Blaine Ferrell, Corresponding Secretary 


Friday, September 15, 2017 
2:30 p.m. Pat and Jane Bell led a field trip around the park area. 


7:00 Evening Meeting — Pat Bell called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. by introducing her- 
self and welcoming everyone. One new member was identified and introduced herself. Pat 
introduced Steve Kistler. Steve conducted a bird quiz involving only wings of 23 species in 
flight for members to identify. He then showed more of the bird and gave the answers. 


Loren Taylor, an avian biologist with the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Re- 
sources (K DFWR), works on several species of birds in Kentucky. She presented an update 
on the status of Peregrine Falcons in Kentucky. She gave a background on their habits, 
food (primarily other birds), geographic distribution and other life history facts. They were 
extirpated from Kentucky by 1930. The KDFWR initiated a hacking program from 1993- 
2003 releasing 82 falcons hatched in manmade structures mainly in urban areas. The first 
documentation of nesting since its decline was in 1997 on the I-65 Bridge in Louisville. The 
Peregrine Falcon was removed from the endangered species list in 1999, but remains protected. 
The KDFWR has continued to monitor these birds with the help of volunteers. Their focus 
has been on providing stable nesting locations for breeding birds. They have documented 155 
nesting attempts and 373 young fledged. Three hundred two Peregrine Falcon chicks have 
been banded in KY nests. There have been 16 nesting territories identified and 14 successful 
nests this year in Kentucky, a record. Forty-five eggs were laid and 39 young fledged. There 
were two cliff nests in 2017. The KDFWR continues to monitor Peregrine Falcons and erect 
nest boxes. There will be an inventory for Peregrine Falcons in 2018. Loren made a request 
for any information regarding Loggerhead Shrikes in winter and can be contacted at Loren. 


Taylor@ky.gov._ 


Shelly Morris, Western Kentucky Projects Director of The Nature Conservancy (TNC,) 
talked about wetland and grassland restoration projects in Western Kentucky. Since 2011 the 
primary objective of these projects has been the protection of floodplains and bottomlands in 
western Kentucky. Over 600 acres (243 ha) have been acquired thus far. She also described 
TNC as an organization whose goal is to preserve whole landscapes, to conserve nature and 
improve water quality. The TNC has been in existence since 1915 and has protected 120 
million acres (49 million ha). She said the TNC is pragmatic and partners with many other 
people and agencies. There are 5,000+ Kentucky members and 150,000 acres (61,000 ha) 
protected. Phase two of the Western Kentucky wetlands project began in 2015. This is the 
final year of the program and they are looking for a record number of applications. The 
program is administered by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a component of a Federal Farm Bill. They 
purchase permanent conservation easements. Thirty-five projects have been funded to date 
with 6,126 acres (2,479 ha) enrolled or under contract for enrollment. She briefly mentioned a 
few other projects and indicated she could be reached at mmorris @tnc.org or 1-270-748-0259 
if there were any questions. 


Pat Bell asked the group to use the KOS cards at the table in the front of the room to invite 
new members. She also asked for suggestions regarding what members would like to see 
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on the Friday evening programs. She placed a piece of paper on the front table for members 
to write down suggestions and indicate if they would be willing to present a talk. Saturday 
morning field trips were announced, with all groups to meet at 8:00 a.m. in front of the lodge. 
Steve and Janet Kistler led a trip for beginners around the lodge, Josh Powell went to Long 
Creek, James Wheat went to the Clarks River Education Center, and Brainard Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., and Brian Wulker led a trip around the Land Between the Lakes. 


Saturday afternoon walks began at 1:00 p.m. in front of the lodge. Steve and Janet Kistler led 
a plant walk in the Land Between the Lakes, James Wheat led a trip at Long Creek, and the 
trip led by Brainard and Brian was continued from the morning. The latter two groups ended 
up at Birmingham Point in search of the Parasitic Jaeger reported at an earlier time. 


The meeting ended at 8:38 p.m. and was followed by a social time with refreshments. 


Saturday, September 16 Evening meeting 


Pat Bell called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. by welcoming everyone and introducing 
herself. She reminded everyone to register if they had not done so already. 


Blaine Ferrell tallied the weekend bird count. There were 134 species observed in the Land 
Between the Lakes and surrounding area. An additional species added Sunday brought the 
total to 135 species. 


Pat Bell thanked board members rotating off for their work and Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., for 
his work on the KOS Board and in general, mentioning The Kentucky Warbler in particular. 


Mary Yandell announced that brochures about hummingbirds that encouraged people to leave 
hummingbird feeders up were available at the front table. Attendees were reminded to let 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., know if a western species shows up, as he bands them. 


Pat Bell led into the business meeting by announcing the slate of officers as follows: President: 
Jeff Sole, Vice President: Rebecca Bates, Corresponding Secretary: Carol Besse, Treasurer: 
Lee McNeely, Recording Secretary: Blaine Ferrell, Councillors for 2017-2018: Mary Yandell 
and Clay Bliznick, for 2017-2020: James Wheat and Teresa Noel. Pat Bell asked if there were 
other nominations. Hearing none, Jane Bell made a motion to approve the slate as presented 
and Hap Chambers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 


Sunday field trips were announced. Hap Chambers planned a trip to the Jonathan Creek Embay- 
ment and possibly Blood River. Win Ahrens was to lead a trip along the Kentucky Scenic 
Drive, and Rob Lane was to lead a trip for which the location was yet to be determined. 


Pat Bell introduced Tommy Quarles who presented a talk about his experiences at Camp Avo- 
cet in Delaware that he attended at his own expense this past summer. He was a recipient of 
the Kingsolver Scholarship to attend the Colorado American Birding Association camp the 
previous year. He observed 142 species, mainly shorebirds and gulls. He now has 354 species 
on his life list and added 14 to that list this past summer. 


Pat introduced the Keynote speaker, Al Batt of Heartland, Minnesota, a writer, speaker, sto- 
ryteller and humorist. He writes for several nature magazines and is author of a book, A Life 
Gone to the Birds. He is also a columnist for Bird Watcher's Digest. He related stories from 
his childhood growing up on a Minnesota dairy farm. It was a very humorous presentation. 


Pat concluded the meeting 8:26 p.m. 
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Fall KOS Meeting Bird List 
Kenlake State Resort Park and Area 
September 15 — September 17, 2017 


The following birds were observed by members: Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Blue-winged 
Teal, Mallard, Northern Bobwhite, Wild Turkey, Pied-billed Grebe, Rock Pigeon, Eurasian 
Collared-Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, American Coot, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, 
Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Semipalmated 
Sandpiper, Wilson’s Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Parasitic Jaeger, Long-tailed Jaeger, Laughing Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, Caspian Tern, Common Tern, Forster’s Tern, Double-crested Cormorant, 
American White Pelican, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, 
Cattle Egret, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Os- 
prey, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Eastern 
Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, American Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher, Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, White-eyed 
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Red- 
eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, Fish Crow, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown-headed Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, 
Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, 
House Sparrow, House Finch, American Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, 
Field Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Worm-eating Warbler, Northern 
Waterthrush, Golden-winged Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Prothonotary Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
American Redstart, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackburnian 
Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, 
Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Canada Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Summer 
Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, and 
Indigo Bunting. The total species tally was 135. 


2017 Fall meeting attendance list: 
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American Avocets — Union, 23 July 2017 
Jamie Baker 
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Sata MENGE Dy issn. loicin A eccrsdrnacntadsa susaaticauseatssansntndenscins Murray, KY 
IOS etter s MCT CIE 2. cous ovewen ten ce henattid eisai ocean tes Hodgenville, KY 
Sabre) Le WLI S Hee, 1) hs sont Seton tcdee sah dos dad teen tad poe eNene ns Gilbertsville, KY 
"HERESAAINOGM alicia cetuctiuclucp it cote RN Rn ache tats ee aee Lexington, KY 
Brainard Palmers Bal le Wa, ce. ceiacdeacecaclet lade hedeseaeneoonesobes Louisville, KY 
Tost Pomel zed ib A Lut ee ele Ak A eens 2 ae Benton, KY 
Denar WANES. os aii wate Oke Os Bi We Ae aS Frankfort, KY 
JEMMIER SMV GST 26g, oy. Tove snendennsnensoansDyelon oh ehiens Elizabethtown, KY 
A Keita NU Ae lol FO ER MEP A A bret ey Med ey My are Elizabethtown, KY 
PAT SAULT, 3%, iualesndy-aPeatenensh phen cased cntunedvuoe h Teena Louisville, KY 
DY TERESI E OID occas ii oa yterint as adeetiotet alee algae RRR cat Lexington, KY 
AIMIES: WINGATE nc troedt anchors nee Diane Mldecath seine tenencsesls Louisville, KY 
NWA ACIS 5 ee, chested tee een se Moore eee Lexington, KY 
BSE L I Ges's AU | 225 Cay AO I ot eV Oe ee AS Cincinnati, OH 
BS VANE he io F8 scses tier asnadstadsasodestdasadit saseabsarnaestausacesediee Louisville, KY 
ILS ETc 3 a1 (8 (co Sa ene a eae, Cee ee Ce Louisville, KY 


There were 47 people in attendance. 


OF 
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THE SUMMER SEASON 2017 
Ben Yandell 


Average temperatures for June-July 2017 were near normal. June averaged 0.2 degrees 
Fahrenheit (0.1 degrees Celsius) below average, and July averaged 1.2 degrees Fahrenheit (0.7 
degrees Celsius) above average. Precipitation totals were average to slightly above average. 
June precipitation was about 40% above average; July precipitation was about 20% below 
average. (Based on an analysis of National Weather Service monthly averages in Louisville, 
Lexington, Bowling Green, Paducah, and Jackson compared to 1981-2010 averages.) 

Birds of interest during the season included KING RAIL, American Avocet, Upland Sandpiper, 
WOOD STORK, BROWN PELICAN, White Ibis, and Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Review List 
species are shown in ALL CAPS. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply 
that these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. 
Reports of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and photographic 
documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in 
The Kentucky Warbler. The most recent KBRC decisions are reported later in this issue. 


Details of many of the following reports are available in eBird. June-July eBird reports totaled 
179 species, 366 reporting observers, almost 3000 reports, 42,500 lines of data, 621 different 
attached photographs or audio files, and 37,000 individual birds reported (not counting entries 
with an “x” instead of a number, and eliminating duplicate counts by groups). 


What follows are highlights from June-July 2017. Entries summarize locations, dates, 
observer initials, and may include documentation method, where wr = written documentation, 
ph = photograph, vd = video recording, and au = audio recording. Species order is based on 
the Fifty-eighth Supplement to the American Ornithological Society’s Check-list of North 
American Birds, 5 July 2017. 


Blue-winged Teal — 1 swimming with  Pied-billed Grebe — 3 reports. 2, with 1 
Mallards at McElroy Lake, Warren 1 June being a juvenile, at Long Point 2 June 
(TD) was the only report. (MB). 1 along 523 e. of Bernheim Forest, 

Nelson, 7 June (DxM). 1 at Camp #11, 


dwall — A pair (potential nesters? 
cave pale kpote nance Aa nionsks'oe Jul (BEBIIA TG. SG). 


reported at Spindletop Research Farm, 


Fayette, 27 June (DSv). Black-billed Cuckoo — Rare in summer. | 


Ring-necked Duck — 1 at Buzzard Rock was heard calling at night in e. Lexington 
11 June (DSv). 


Marina, Lake Barkley, Lyon, 18 June (wr 
KM) was the only report. 


Lesser Scaup — 2 reports. 1 continued at 
Horseshoe Road 10-13 June (ph CC). 
3 males and 2 females at Devil’s Elbow 
Area, LBL, Trigg, 1 July (wr JoH). 


Hooded Merganser — 10 reports from 
Fulton, Henderson, Jefferson, Rowan, and 
Wayne. 


Common Merganser — 2 early-June reports. 
2 just w. of the Virginia border on Russell - 
Fork, Breaks Interstate Park, Pike, 6 June Common Merganser (female) — Pike, 6 June 2017, 
(ph wr MaK). 1-2 on the Red River in Mark Kosiewski 
Menifee 9 June (wr CBz). 


2017 


Chuck- Will’s-Widow — 13 reports of 1-4 
birds in Allen, Barren, Casey, Edmonson, 
Franklin, Laurel, Marion, Marshall, 
Nelson, and Trigg. 


Eastern Whip-poor-will — 13 reports of 1-8 
birds in Breathitt, Edmonson, Harrison, 
Lee, Leslie, Lyon, Marion, Marshall, 
McCreary, Oldham, Rowan, and Wolfe. 


KING RAIL — 1 at Long Point 16/26 May, 
2 June (au TmJ, HC, ME). Accepted by 
KBRC. 


Virginia Rail — 1 heard at the Sinclair Unit 
11 July (TG, SG) was the only report. 


American Coot — 1 at KY Dam Marina, 
Marshall, 15 June (DBe, HBe) was the 
only report. 


Sandhill Crane — 1 continued in Hart 7 June 
(JSo). 


Black-necked Stilt — 12 reports. 26 at 
Midway Road, Fulton, 2 June (HC) was 
the highest number reported. 


American Avocet — 24 at Camp #9 23 
July (BPB, ph JBa) were very early fall 
migrants. 


Semipalmated Plover — The last reports of 
likely spring migrants were 1 June, with 
4 at McElroy Lake, Warren (TD) and 1 in 
Todd (ph SA). Earliest reports of returning 
birds were 23 July, with 4 at Camp #11 
(BPB, JBa), 1 at Camp #9 (BPB, JBa), 2 
in Fayette (ROC), and 1 at Minor Clark 
(ROC). 


Upland Sandpiper — Singles, perhaps the 
same bird, were reported at Horseshoe 
Road 15/25 July (BPB, ph CC). 


Stilt Sandpiper — 11 reports. 1 at Horseshoe 
Road 14-15 July (ph CC, BPB) and 1 at 
Camp #9 15 July (BPB) were the earliest 
reported. 18 at Camp #9 23 July (BPB, 
JBa) was the highest number reported. 


Dunlin — 2 at Open Pond 7 June (ph JP, HC) 
was the only report. 


Least Sandpiper — 1 in Todd 1 June (SA) 
was the only report for June. 11 at 
Horseshoe Road 2 July (ph CC) was the 
earliest report of returning birds. 300 at 
Horseshoe Road 14 July (CC) was the 
highest number reported. 
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White-rumped Sandpiper — 4 at Horseshoe 
Road (ph CC) and 2 in Pulaski (RD), both 
13 June, were the last reported. 


Pectoral Sandpiper — 2 at McElroy Lake 
7 July (BPB) were the earliest reported. 
Most reports were the last week of July 
(m.ob.). 75 at Camp #11 23 July (BPB) 
was the highest number reported. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — Several reports 
through early June. 61 at Loveless Road 
Pulaski 1 June (RD) was the highest num- 
ber reported. First returning birds reported 
mid-July (m.ob.). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — 3-5 at Horseshoe 
Road 11-13 July (ph CC). 7 adults (1 
calling) at Camp #11 23 July, with 4 there 
28 July (BPB, JBa). 1 at Camp #9 30 July 
(BPB, m.ob.). 


Long-billed Dowitcher — 1 (confirmed by 
call) at Camp #11, Union, 23 July (wr 


Charlie Crawford 


Spotted Sandpiper -— 1-2 reported at 
scattered locations through early July, 
becoming more frequent beginning mid- 
July. All June reports listed. 1 in Pulaski 
1 June (RD). 1-2 along 1574 near the 
Sloughs, Henderson, 6 June — early July 
(ph CC). 1 in Fayette 24 June (wr AM). 
For the second year, 2 were at private 
property (and perhaps nested?) in Kenton 
25 June (ph wr RC). 


Solitary Sandpiper — | at Murl Pond, Wayne, 
6 July (RD) was the earliest reported. 21 
at Camp #11 30 July (BPB, BWu, m.ob.) 
was the highest number reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 20 reports. No counts 
higher than 10 reported. 
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Wood Stork — Livingston, 17 July 2017 
Ray Stainfield 


Greater Yellowlegs — 19 reports. 1 in w. 
Henderson (ph CC) and 16 at Open Pond 
(wr JP), both 5 July, were the earliest 
reported. The latter was also the highest 
count reported. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — | at Horseshoe Road 
14 July (ph CC) was the only report. 


Ring-billed Gull — 17 reports. 77 at Barkley 
Dam, Lyon, 14 July (JP) was the highest 
number reported. 


Least Tern — 10 reports. 1 at Open Pond 1 
June (MG) was the earliest reported. 20 
in w. Fulton 10 June (RB) was the highest 
number reported. The following excerpt 
is from a summary of the nesting season 
provided by John Brunjes, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(KDFWR): “[E]stimated 1000 nesting 
pairs in Kentucky as in previous years.... 
KDFWR marked 445 interior least tern 
nests and determined the fate of 292 .... 
17% successfully fledged at least one 
chick. ... 5.4% [of the nests] were lost to 
predation. ... The exact cause of loss could 
not be determined for 33% ... [S]torms [in 
late June and early July] were thought to 
be the greatest contributing factor.” 


Caspian Tern — 11 reports; all of 1-2 birds. 
1 at Falls of the Ohio 3 June (PB, JB) was 
the last of the spring reported. The next 
report was a month later, 1 at Kentucky 
Lake near Hamlin, Calloway, 2 July 
(CyR, SvR). 


Black Tern — 2 locations. 1 at McElroy Lake 
1 June (TD). Camp #11 had 4 reported 
on 23 July (BPB, JBa) and 8 on 28 July 
(BPB, TG, SG). 


Forster’s Tern — All reports included. 10- 
13 continued at Jacobson Park, Fayette, 
4 June (ROC, DSv, ThM, m.ob.). 1 at 
Camp #11 15 July (BPB). 2 at Camp #9 
and perhaps the same 2 at Camp #11 23 
July (BPB, JBa). 2 in Pulaski County Park 
25 July (RD), and 7-11 near there and a 
few miles s. at Waitsboro Recreation Area, 
Pulaski, 28 July (RD, RB). 


Common Loon — 2 reports. 1 adult in 
breeding plumage at Honker Bay, LBL, 
Lyon, 3 June (ph DxM). 1 immature near 
KY Dam Beach, Marshall, 25 July (ph 
TaS) was perhaps an unusually early fall 
migrant. 


WOOD STORK — | along River Road, 
Livingston, 16-18 July (ph RSf). Accepted 
by KBRC. 
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Double-crested Cormorant — 1200 at LBL, 
Trigg, 6 July (HC) was the highest number 
reported. 


American White Pelican — 15 reports. 1 at 
the Falls of the Ohio 2-3 June (DS, ph JoC, 
m.ob.), and 1 at Mitchell Lake, Ballard 
WMA, Ballard, 8 July (ph RC) were the 
only reports away from LBL or Fulton. 36 
in w. Fulton 5 July (JP) was the highest 
number reported. 


BROWN PELICAN — 1 immature at 
Bailey’s Point, Barren River Lake, Allen, 
8, 11-12 July (ph BrZ, ph JSo, m.ob.). 
Accepted by KBRC. 


American Bittern — 1 in flight at Taylorsville 
Lake WMA, Anderson, 29 June (wr CBz) 
was the only report. 


Least Bittern — 1-6 birds at the Sinclair Unit 
9-25 July (TG, ph SG, m.ob.). 


Great Egret — 86 along Uniontown-Mt. 
Vernon Road, Union, 20 July (ph CC) was 
the peak count for the season. 


Snowy Egret — 6 reports. All from Fulton or 
LBL, Trigg. 


Cliff Swallow nest colony — Boone, 9 July 2017 
Brian Wulker 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — All reports 
included. 2-6 at Cypress Creek, Marshall, 
throughout the season (m.ob.). 1 con- 
tinuing at a nest in Louisville, 2 June (TrL). 
2 at the Highland Creek Unit, Union, 8 
June (CC). 1 immature at Horseshoe Road 
16 July (CC). 


White Ibis — The only report was 1 at a 
small pond along 834 in Wayne 27 June 
(ph RB). 


Mississippi Kite — Multiple reports from 
Fulton, including up to 12 in Hickman 2-10 
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June (HC, ME, RB, m.ob.). Nesting birds 
in Louisville (m.ob.). 2 at Veterans Park 
in Lexington may have nested, 20 June 
and through July (KIK, ph TrN, m.ob.), 
1 crossing into Jessamine 1 July (DSv,). 
Also reported from Ballard, Carlisle, 
Marshall, Muhlenberg, and Union. 


Northern Harrier — Only report was a male 
at Camp #9 9-30 July (BPB, JBa, m.ob.). 


Sharp-shinned Hawk — 3 reports. 1 in 
Lexington 5 June (wr ROC). | in the Red 
River Gorge, Powell, 10 June (ChJ). 1 in 
Leslie 30 June (WH). 


Peregrine Falcon — All reports included. 
The cliff-nesting pair at Kentucky River 
Garrard, successfully fledged two young. 
“Eldest male (K1) eyas [young raptor] 
fledged on May 29 and younger female 
(K2) on June 3.” (ph TN). The nesting pairs 
at the Falls of the Ohio and in downtown 
Lexington were observed throughout the 
season (m.ob.). The Louisville birds were 
seen with recently fledged young 28 June 
(DS, m.ob.). An adult was at Kentucky 
Dam, Livingston, 15 July (VrW). 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — 1 in Hickman, 
Fulton, 7 June (HC, ph JP) was the only 
report, establishing a state record late date 
for spring. 


Least Flycatcher — | in Oldham 1 June 
(RFi) tied the spring late date away from 
known breeding areas. 


Scissor-tailed Flycatcher - 1 _ near 
Elizabethtown, Hardin, 2-3 June (JnS) 
and 1 in Christian 21 July (ph SBe) were 
the only reports. 


Loggerhead Shrike — 8 reports; all included. 
In Fulton, 1 at Kentucky Bend 1 June 
(MG) and 2 at Sassafras Ridge 7 June (HC, 
JP). In Barren, 1 4 mi. e. of Cave City 6 
June and 2 5 mi. s. of Cave City 29 June 
(SnM, LCr). 6 at Blue Grass Army Depot, 
Madison, | July (GR). 1 in Anderson 15 
July (ph BWu). 1 in Wayne 17 July (RB). 1 
in Logan 29 July “after being absent since 
March” (ph FL). 


Bell’s Vireo — 24 reports throughout the 
season, from Henderson, Muhlenberg, 
and Union. 4 reported from Livingston 9 
June (ph BPB). 
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Grasshopper Sparrow — More than 60 
reports from 21 counties. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — 28 reports from 15 
counties. 


White-throated Sparrow — Accidental in 
summer, 1 at Audubon SP, Henderson, 2 
July (wr DvA). 


Bobolink — 25 reports from 8 counties in 
the Bluegrass: Bath, Bourbon, Fayette, 
Jessamine, Madison, Nicholas, Scott, 
Woodford. At least 10, including 8 singing 
males, at Camp Nelson, Jessamine, fy Baltimore Oriole (fledgling) — Lincoln, 10 June 2017 
June (ThM). Jackie Elmore 


Orchard Oriole — 20 at Fishing Creek Blue-winged Warbler — Only 12 reports; 
Embayment, Pulaski, 29 July (RB) was none in July. 
the highest number reported. 


Prothonotary Warbler — 44 at the Sloughs, 
Henderson, 7 June (JM) was the highest 
number reported. 


Swainson’s Warbler — 21 reports, most 
from the Red River Gorge, Woljfe/Powell 
(m.ob.). Other reports from the eastern 
part of the state include Lee, | recorded 1 
June (wr BPB) and 2 heard 15 July (LkC), 
and 1| in Leslie 20 July (DVB). From south- 
central Kentucky, 1 in Green 2 June (wr 
RD), 1 in Pulaski 3 June (RB), and 1 in 
McCreary 20 June (wr RD). From western 
Kentucky, 2 continued at Clarks River, 
Marshall, 1 June (HC), 3 at Long Point 3 
June (DSv), and 1 in Calloway 6-9 June 
(HC, ME). 


Cerulean Warbler — 15 reports from 10 
counties. The peak count was 9 at Wolf 
Olive-sided Flycatcher — Fulton, 7 June 2017 Knob, DBNF, Whitley , 20 June (wr RD). 
Josh Powell 


LOCATIONS 


Camp #9 = Camp #9 Coal Preparation Plant, Union 

Camp #11 = former Camp #11 mine, Union 

DBNF= Daniel Boone National Forest 

Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson 

Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson 

LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 
Lexington, Fayette 

Long Point = KY portion of the Long Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton 
Louisville, Jefferson 

McElroy Lake, s. Warren 

Open Pond, Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. Fulton 

Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 
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OBSERVERS 
m.ob. = multiple observers Kurt Dorman (KrD) Keith Michalski (KM) 
Tom Durbin (TD) Sandy Moss (SnM) 
David Alvarez (DvA) Melissa Easley (ME) Tina Nauman (TN) 
Michael Autin (MA) Rand Falls (RF) Teresa Noel (TrN) 
Jamie Baker (JBa) Richard Fischer (RFi) Ronan O’Carra (ROC) 
Melinda Barnett (MBa) Steve Graham (SG) Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.(BPB) 
Scott Barrett (SBt) Teresa Graham (TG) Josh Powell (JP) 
Matthan Beachy (MBy) Mark Greene (MG) Dick Preston (DP) 
Dave Belford (DvB) Dawn Greenway (DwG) Earl Raglin (ErR) 
Jane Bell (JB) Jim Greenway (JmG) John Rice (JoR) 
Pat Bell (PB) Richard Griffin (RceG) Gary Ritchison (GR) 
Sarah Bell (SBe) Joseph Hall (JoH) David Roemer (DR) 
Daniel Berganza (DBe) Eddie Huber (EHu) Jeffery Rose (JR) 
Heather Berganza (HBe) William Hull (WH) Cyndi Routledge (CyR) 
Carol Besse (CB) Aaron Hulsey (AH) Steve Routledge (SvR) 
Clay Bliznick (CBz) Cherith Janes (ChJ) Marshall Smith (MaS) 
Karen Bonsell (KB) Timothy Jones (TmJ) Tammie Smith (TaS) 
Ray Bontrager (RB) Mark Kosiewski (MaK) Jeff Sole (JSo) 
David Brown (DBr) Kelly Krechmer (KIK) Ray Stainfield (RSf) 
Luke Cannon (LkC) Richard Lee (RLe) Del Striegel (DS) 
Joseph Caruso (JoC) Bill Lisowsky (BL) David Svetich (DSv) 
Patti Case (PC) Terri Lusk (TrL) Derek Thorning (DrT) 
Mcgee Catlett (McC) Payton Lykins (PyL) Steve Tyson (ST) 
Hap Chambers (HC) Frank Lyne (FL) Vern Wilkins (VrW) 
Beverly Cox (BCx) Dax Manley (DxM) Brian Wulker (BWu) 
Linda Craiger (LCr) Don Martin (DM) Ben Yandell (BY) 
Charlie Crawford (CC) Thomas McNeil (ThM) Mary Yandell (MY) 
Rodney Crice (RC) Andrew Melnykovych (AM) _ Brett Zalla (BrZ) 
Roseanna Denton (RD) John Meredig (JM) 


a 
a 


Common Yellowthroat — Logan, 17 June 2017 Upland Sandpiper — Henderson, 25 July 2017 
Steve Tyson Charles Crawford 
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17™ REPORT OF THE KENTUCKY BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary 


The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is a standing committee of the Kentucky 
Ornithological Society (KOS). KBRC maintains the official list of bird species documented 
as having occurred in the state. The committee reviews bird observations and takes formal 
votes to determine whether the available documentation substantiates the natural occurrence 
of the species within state boundaries. 


To be accepted into Kentucky’s records, bird observations require review by the KBRC, if the 
reported species is either rare in the state or reported at a very unusual place or time of year. 
The Kentucky State List of Birds follows this report, with species requiring review shown in 
bold. Current versions of the Kentucky State List of Birds, a rare bird report form, and KBRC 
Bylaws are available on the KOS website at www.birdky.org. 


Recent KBRC activity 


This report covers committee actions from November 2016 through November 2017. The 
previous (16"") KBRC report was published one year ago (Yandell 2016). The principal effects 
of KBRC actions since the previous report are as follows: 

1. Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida) is removed from the Review List. 

2. In accordance with the American Ornithological Society merger of Thayer’s Gull (Larus 
thayeri) with Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides), Thayer’s Gull is removed from the state’s 
list, and Iceland Gull is removed from the Review List. Previously reported Iceland 
Gulls that were pending KBRC review no longer require review and are accepted as 
Iceland Gull under the merged classification. 

3. The Kentucky State List of Birds now stands at387 species, including 7 extinct and extirpated 
species. The Review List comprises 99 species. The Hypothetical List comprises 9 species. 


The summary below comprises 48 approved records, 2 reports that were not accepted, and 1 
report closed without review. Approvals include the state’s first confirmed occurrences of three 
species: Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis), Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens), 
and Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys), as well as other species with few confirmed 
occurrences in the state: second for Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus), fourth for 
Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus), and fourth for Inca Dove (Columbina inca). 


One report is currently pending committee action. 


Committee members participating in these actions were Roseanna Denton, David Lang, Mark 
Monroe, Brian Wulker, and Ben Yandell (Secretary). All are current members. KBRC also 
relies on occasional outside advisors to inform its votes. 


We thank the many birders who supplied the reports and photographs that make the 
committee’s work possible. We continue to encourage observers to submit detailed written 
documentation of rare bird encounters. 


Each report listed below is displayed in the following sequence: Common Name (# 
documented, if >1), Scientific Name. Location, County, Date(s) reported; Observer initials 
and documentation method, where wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = 
video recording, and au = audio recording [KBRC report #, SPECIES CODE, and status or 
reason for review]. Status is a 1-5 scale indicating the difficulty of observing the species in 
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Kentucky in a typical year. Larger numbers indicate increasing difficulty. Species requiring 
KBRC review have a status of 4 or 5. Species nomenclature and order follow the American 
Ornithologists’ Union (1998) and subsequent supplements through the 58" (AOS 2017). 


Accepted Reports: 

Note: Approval means that KBRC considered the available documentation conclusive, either 
unanimously upon blind first review or by positive vote of all or all but one voting member 
upon discussion and re-review. 


Black-bellied Whistling-duck (16), Dendrocygna autumnalis. West Paducah, McCracken, 
late April-May 17; ph PC [#2017.007 BBWD 4] 


Black-bellied Whistling-duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis. Ledbetter, Livingston, 16 May 
2017; ph DrT [#2017.008 BBWD 4] 


Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator. Cave Lake (Cooley Pond), Wayne, 18 Dec 2008 - 7 
Jan 2009; wr ph RD [#2008.161 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (3), Cygnus buccinator. Salmon Lane, Fulton, 14 Mar 2009; wr ph BY, ph 
MY, ph EHu [#2009.044 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (3), Cygnus buccinator. Otter Pond, Caldwell, 29 Dec 2009; ph JoR 
[#2009.045 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. [no details], Henderson, 7 Mar 2009; ph DBr 
[#2009.046 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (3), Cygnus buccinator. Lake 9, Fulton, 5 Mar 2010; ph RcG [#2010.048 
TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator. Dranes Lake, Hardin, 28-31 Dec 2013; ph BPB 
[#2013.051 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator. Sinclair Unit, Henderson, 29 Dec 2013; ph BPB, JSo 
[#2013.052 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. Dunham Lake, Edmonton, Metcalfe, 15 Jan 2015; 
ph RD [#2015.161 TRUS 5] 


Cinnamon Teal, Spatula cyanoptera. Jacobson Park, Fayette, 10 Sep 2016; wr ph ROC, wr 
ph CBz [#2016.020 CITE 4] 


Inca Dove, Columbina inca. Schochoh, Logan, 7-9 Aug 2016; ph ST [#2016.019 INDO 5] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Lexington, Fayette, 24-26 Nov 2016; ph DSv 
[#2016.031 WWDO 4] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. nw. Scott, Scott, 30 May 2017; ph MaS [#2017.013 
WWDO 4] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Midway, Woodford, 2-3 Jun 2017; ph BCx [#2017.015 
WWDO 4] 


King Rail, Rallus elegans. Long Point, Fulton, 16 May — 2 June 2017; au TmJ, HC, JP, ME 
[#2017.009 KIRA 4] 


Sora (2), Porzana carolina. Paradise, Ohio, 2 Jan 2017; wr BPB, BWu [#2017.001 SORA 
winter] 


Purple Gallinule, Porphyrio martinicus. Audubon Wetlands, Henderson, 4-10 May 17; wr 
RLe, ph JBa, CC, m.ob. [#2017.006 PUGA 4] 

Red-necked Stint, Calidris ruficollis. Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 20-22 Aug 2017; ph CC, 
m.ob. [#2017.021 RNST KY first] 
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Short-billed Dowitcher, Limnodromus griseus. Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 23 May 2005; 
wr ph BPB [#2005.163 SBDO subspecies] 

Parasitic Jaeger, Stercorarius parasiticus. Kentucky Dam, Marshall, 13-18 Sep 2017; DR, 
HC, BPB, ph JBa, ph m.ob. [#2017.027 PAJA 5]. Acceptance based on diagnostic 
photos of one individual 16/18 Sep 2017. 

Long-tailed Jaeger, Stercorarius longicaudus. Kentucky Dam, Marshall, 13-19 Sep 2017; 
DR, HC, BPB, ph JBa, ph m.ob. [#2017.028 LTJA 5]. Acceptance based on diagnostic 
photos of one individual 17-19 Sep 2017. 

Sabine’s Gull, Xema sabini. Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 2 Sep 2017; ph Jba, m.ob. [#2017.023 
SAGU 4] 

Sabine’s Gull, Xema sabini. Jacobson Park, Fayette, 2 Sep 2017; vd TrN [#2017.030 
SAGU 4] 

Sabine’s Gull, Xema sabini. Kentucky Dam, Marshall, 13 Sep 2017; DR, HC, wr BPB, JBa, 
m.ob. [#2017.032 SAGU 4] 

Sooty Tern (3), Onychoprion fuscatus. Kentucky Dam, Marshall, 13 Sep 2017; DR, HC, 
BPB, ph JBa, m.ob. [#2017.025 SOTE 5] 

Wood Stork, Mycteria americana. River Road, Livingston, 16-18 July 2017; ph RSf 
[#2017.017 WOST 4] 

Wood Stork, Mycteria americana. 1 mi. s. of 68 bridge, Lake Barkley, LBL, Trigg, 5 Aug 
2017; wr DwG, JmG [#2017.018 WOST 4] 

Magnificent Frigatebird, Fregata magnificens. Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan, 20 Sep 
2017; wr SBt, ph ErR [#2017.029 MAFR KY first] 

Anhinga, Anhinga anhinga. Island 8 boat ramp, Fulton, 31 May 2017; wr DP [#2017.014 
ANHI 4] 

Brown Pelican, Pelecanus occidentalis. Bailey’s Point, Barren River Lake, Allen, 8-12 July 
2017; ph BrZ, m.ob. [#2017.016 BRPE 5] 

White-faced Ibis, Plegadis chihi. Midway Road, Fulton, 29 May 2017; TG, ph SG [#2017.012 
WEIB 4] 

Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides forficatus. Pinchgut Creek, Allen, 16 Aug 2015; wr Mby 
[#2015.019 STKI 4] 

Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides forficatus. w of Harrodsburg, Mercer, 1 Aug 2016; ph KrD 
[#2016.024 STKI 4] 

Say’s Phoebe, Sayornis saya. Mt. Zion, Allen, 18 Sep 2016; wr MBy [#2016.021 SAPH 4] 

Say’s Phoebe, Sayornis saya.s. of Bloomfield, Nelson, 21 Jan -25 Mar 2017; ph DM, m.ob. 
[#2017.003 SAPH 4] 

Warbling Vireo, Vireo gilvus. Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson, 13 Nov 2016; ph 
JB, PB [#2016.032 WAVI late] 

Black-capped Chickadee, Poecile atricapillus. Yatesville Lake WMA, Lawrence, 21 Jan 
2016 / 6 Feb 2017 / 2 Mar 2017; ph BPB, wr ph BWu [#2017.004 BCCH 4] 

Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida. Welldrill Ponds, Wayne, 17 Oct 2016; wr ph RB 
[#2016.023 CCSP 4] 

Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida. 1 mi.w. of Tom Sawyer Park, Louisville, Jefferson, 
30 Aug 2017; ph KB [#2017.022 CCSP 4] 

Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida. Schochoh, Logan, 30 Sep - 06 Nov 2017; ph ST 
[#2017.031 CCSP 4] 

Lark Bunting, Calamospiza melanocorys. Mount Vernon-Uniontown Road, Henderson, 6-7 
Aug 2017; ph DSv, m.ob. [#2017.019 LARB KY first] 
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Henslow’s Sparrow, Ammodramus henslowii. West Ky WMA, McCracken, 19 Dec 2016; wr 
BPB, BWu [#2016.033 HESP winter] 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 
18 Aug 2017; wr BPB, JSo, TG, SG [#2017.020 YHBL 4] 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus.Cooley’s Pond, Wayne, 13 Sep 
2017; ph RD [#2017.026 YHBL 4] 

Cape May Warbler, Setophaga tigrina. Horse Cave, Hart, 22 Dec 16 — 25 Jan 2017; ph JR 
[#2017.002 CMWA winter] 

Yellow-throated Warbler, Setophaga dominica. WKU Farm, Warren, 20-21 Dec 2016; wr 
TD, wr AH [#2016.034 YTWA late] 

Painted Bunting, Passerina ciris. Ravenna, Estill, 28 Mar - 1 Apr 2017; wr ph MBa 
[#2017.010 PABU 4]. The committee considered the possibility of an escaped cage 
bird, especially given the early date, but believed natural occurrence was likely enough 
for acceptance. 


Reports not Accepted 


Note: Nonapproval means that KBRC considered the available documentation inconclusive, 

either unanimously upon blind first review or by negative vote of at least two voting members 

upon discussion and re-review. Nonapproval does not necessarily mean that the committee 

believes the report to be in error. 

Yellow-throated Vireo, Vireo flavifrons. Audubon SP, Henderson, 15 Mar 2017 [#2017.005 
YTVI early] 

Clay-colored Sparrow, Spizella pallida. Anchorage Trail, Jefferson, 5 Sep 2017 [#2017.024 
CCSP 4] 


Reports closed without review 


KBRC is closing the following report without review due to having received no docu- 

mentation. 

Western Kingbird (2), Tyrannus verticalis. Along Ohio River, McCracken, 7 Aug 2008. 
(See KW 85:18, 2009.) 
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Kentucky State List of Birds 


Format: Common name (species code, KY status, USA status). Species requiring review in 
KY are shown in bold. Status codes indicate difficulty in finding the bird (1=easy, 5=difficult). 
USA status taken from listing.aba.org/checklist-codes/. 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (BBWD 4 1) 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck (FUWD 5 1) 
Snow Goose (SNGO 1 1) 

Ross’s Goose (ROGO 2 1) 

Greater White-fronted Goose (GWFG 1 1) 
Brant (BRAN 5 1) 

Cackling Goose (CACG 2 1) 
Canada Goose (CANG 1 1) 

Mute Swan (MUSW 1 1) 
Trumpeter Swan (TRUS 4 1) 
Tundra Swan (TUS W 2 1) 

Wood Duck (WODU 1 1) 
Blue-winged Teal (BWTE 1 1) 
Cinnamon Teal (CITE 4 1) 
Northern Shoveler (NSHO 1 1) 
Gadwall (GADW 1 1) 

Eurasian Wigeon (EUWI 5 2) 
American Wigeon (AMWI 1 1) 
Mallard (MALL 1 1) 

American Black Duck (ABDU 1 1) 
Mottled Duck (MODU 5 1) 
Northern Pintail (NOPI 1 1) 
Green-winged Teal (GWTE 1 1) 
Canvasback (CANV 1 1) 

Redhead (REDH 1 1) 

Ring-necked Duck (RNDU 1 1) 
Tufted Duck (TUDU 5 3) 

Greater Scaup (GRSC 1 1) 

Lesser Scaup (LESC 1 1) 

King Eider (KIEI 5 2) 

Harlequin Duck (HADU 5 1) 

Surf Scoter (SUSC 2 1) 
White-winged Scoter (WWSC 3 1) 
Black Scoter (BLSC 3 1) 
Long-tailed Duck (LTDU 3 1) 
Bufflehead (BUFF 1 1) 

Common Goldeneye (COGO 1 1) 
Hooded Merganser (HOME 1 1) 
Common Merganser (COME 2 1) 
Red-breasted Merganser (RBME 1 1) 
Ruddy Duck (RUDU 1 1) 

Northern Bobwhite (NOBO 1 1) 
Ruffed Grouse (RUGR 2 1) 

Greater Prairie-Chicken (GRPC 6 2) 
Wild Turkey (WITU 1 1) 


Pied-billed Grebe (PBGR 1 1) 
Horned Grebe (HOGR 1 1) 
Red-necked Grebe (RNGR 3 1) 
Eared Grebe (EAGR 3 1) 

Western Grebe (WEGR 4 1) 

Rock Pigeon (ROPI 1 1) 
Band-tailed Pigeon (BTPI 5 1) 
Eurasian Collared-Dove (EUCD 1 1) 
Passenger Pigeon (PAPI 6 6) 

Inca Dove (INDO 5 1) 

Common Ground-Dove (COGD 5 1) 
White-winged Dove (WWDO 4 1) 
Mourning Dove (MODO 1 1) 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (YBCU 1 1) 
Black-billed Cuckoo (BBCU 2 1) 
Groove-billed Ani (GBAN 5 2) 
Common Nighthawk (CONT 1 1) 
Chuck-Will’s-Widow (CWWI 1 1) 
Eastern Whip-poor-will (EWPW | 1) 
Chimney Swift (CHSW 1 1) 
Mexican Violetear (MEVI 5 3) 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (RTHU 1 1) 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (BCHU 5 1) 
Rufous Hummingbird (RUHU 3 1) 
Yellow Rail (YERA 4 2) 

King Rail (KIRA 4 1) 

Virginia Rail (VIRA 2 1) 

Sora (SORA 2 1) 

Purple Gallinule (PUGA 4 1) 
Common Gallinule (COGA 3 1) 
American Coot (AMCO | 1) 
Sandhill Crane (SACR 1 1) 
Whooping Crane (WHCR 6 2) 
Black-necked Stilt (BNST 2 1) 
American Avocet (AMAV 3 1) 
Black-bellied Plover (BBPL 1 1) 
American Golden-Plover (AMGP | 1) 
Semipalmated Plover (SEPL 1 1) 
Piping Plover (PIPL 3 2) 

Killdeer (KILL 1 1) 

Upland Sandpiper (UPSA 3 1) 
Whimbrel (WHIM 4 1) 

Hudsonian Godwit (HUGO 4 1) 
Marbled Godwit (MAGO 3 1) 
Ruddy Turnstone (RUTU 2 1) 
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Red Knot (REKN 5 1) 

Ruff (RUFF 4 3) 

Stilt Sandpiper (STSA 1 1) 

Curlew Sandpiper (CUSA 5 3) 
Red-necked Stint (RNST 5 3) 
Sanderling (SAND 2 1) 

Dunlin (DUNL 1 1) 

Baird’s Sandpiper (BASA 2 1) 
Little Stint (LIST 5 4) 

Least Sandpiper (LESA 1 1) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (WRSA 1 1) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (BBSA 2 1) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (PESA 1 1) 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (SESA 1 1) 
Western Sandpiper (WESA 1 1) 
Short-billed Dowitcher (SBDO 1 1) 
Long-billed Dowitcher (LBDO 1 1) 
American Woodcock (AMWO 1 1) 
Wilson’s Snipe (WISN 1 1) 

Spotted Sandpiper (SPSA 1 1) 
Solitary Sandpiper (SOSA 1 1) 
Lesser Yellowlegs (LEYE 1 1) 
Willet (WILL 2 1) 

Greater Yellowlegs (GRYE 1 1) 
Wilson’s Phalarope (WIPH 2 1) 
Red-necked Phalarope (RNPH 3 1) 
Red Phalarope (REPH 4 1) 
Pomarine Jaeger (POJA 5 1) 
Parasitic Jaeger (PAJA 5 1) 
Long-tailed Jaeger (LTJA 5 1) 
Long-billed Murrelet (LBMU 5 3) 
Black-legged Kittiwake (BLKI 4 1) 
Sabine’s Gull (SAGU 4 1) 
Bonaparte’s Gull (BOGU | 1) 
Black-headed Gull (BHGU 5 3) 
Little Gull (LIGU 5 3) 

Laughing Gull (LAGU 2 1) 
Franklin’s Gull (FRGU 2 1) 

Mew Gull (MEGU 5 1) 

Ring-billed Gull (RBGU 1 1) 
California Gull (CAGU 4 1) 
Herring Gull (HERG 1 1) 

Iceland Gull ICGU 2 1) 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (LBBG 2 2) 
Glaucous Gull (GLGU 3 1) 

Great Black-backed Gull (GBBG 3 1) 
Sooty Tern (SOTE 5 2) 

Least Tern (LETE 2 1) 

Gull-billed Tern (GBTE 5 1) 
Caspian Tern (CATE 1 1) 


Black Tern (BLTE 2 1) 

Common Tern (COTE 2 1) 

Forster’s Tern (FOTE 1 1) 

Sandwich Tern (SATE 5 1) 

Black Skimmer (BLSK 5 1) 
Red-throated Loon (RTLO 3 1) 

Pacific Loon (PALO 4 1) 

Common Loon (COLO 1 1) 
Yellow-billed Loon (YBLO 5 2) 
Black-capped Petrel (BCPE 5 2) 
Audubon’s Shearwater (AUSH 5 1) 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel (BSTP 5 2) 
Wood Stork (WOST 4 1) 
Magnificent Frigatebird (MAFR 5 1) 
Northern Gannet (NOGA 5 1) 
Neotropic Cormorant (NECO 5 1) 
Double-crested Cormorant (DCCO 1 1) 
Anhinga (ANHI 4 1) 

American White Pelican (AWPE 1 1) 
Brown Pelican (BRPE 5 1) 

American Bittern (AMBI 2 1) 

Least Bittern (LEBI 2 1) 

Great Blue Heron (GBHE 1 1) 

Great Egret (GREG 1 1) 

Snowy Egret (SNEG 1 1) 

Little Blue Heron (LBHE 1 1) 
Tricolored Heron (TRHE 4 1) 
Reddish Egret (REEG 5 1) 

Cattle Egret (CAEG 1 1) 

Green Heron (GRHE | 1) 
Black-crowned Night-Heron (BCNH 1 1) 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (YCNH 2 1) 
White Ibis (WHIB 3 1) 

Glossy Ibis (GLIB 4 1) 

White-faced Ibis (WFIB 4 1) 
Roseate Spoonbill (ROSP 4 1) 

Black Vulture (BLVU 1 1) 

Turkey Vulture (TUVU 1 1) 

Osprey (OSPR 1 1) 

Swallow-tailed Kite (STKI 4 1) 
White-tailed Kite (WTKI 5 1) 
Mississippi Kite (MIKI 1 1) 

Bald Eagle (BAEA 1 1) 

Northern Harrier (NOHA 1 1) 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (SSHA 1 1) 
Cooper’s Hawk (COHA 1 1) 
Northern Goshawk (NOGO 5 1) 
Red-shouldered Hawk (RSHA 1 1) 
Broad-winged Hawk (BWHA 1 1) 
Swainson’s Hawk (SWHA 5 1) 
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Red-tailed Hawk (RTHA 1 1) 
Rough-legged Hawk (RLHA 2 1) 
Ferruginous Hawk (FEHA 5 1) 
Golden Eagle (GOEA 2 1) 

Barn Owl (BANO 2 1) 

Eastern Screech-Owl (EASO 1 1) 
Great Horned Owl (GHOW 1 1) 
Snowy Owl (SNOW 4 2) 

Barred Owl (BADO 1 1) 

Long-eared Owl (LEOW 2 2) 
Short-eared Owl (SEOW 2 1) 
Northern Saw-whet Owl (NS WO 2 2) 
Belted Kingfisher (BEKI 1 1) 
Red-headed Woodpecker (RHWO | 1) 
Red-bellied Woodpecker (RBWO 1 1) 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (YBSA 1 1) 
Downy Woodpecker (DOWO 1 1) 
Hairy Woodpecker (HAWO | 1) 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCWO 6 2) 
Northern Flicker (NOFL | 1) 

Pileated Woodpecker (PIWO | 1) 
Ivory-billed Woodpecker (IB WO 6 6) 
American Kestrel (AMKE 1 1) 
Merlin (MERL 2 1) 

Peregrine Falcon (PEFA 1 1) 

Prairie Falcon (PRFA 4 1) 

Carolina Parakeet (CAPA 6 6) 
Olive-sided Flycatcher (OSFL 2 1) 
Eastern Wood-Pewee (EAWP | 1) 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (YBFL 2 1) 
Acadian Flycatcher (ACFL | 1) 
Alder Flycatcher (ALFL 2 1) 

Willow Flycatcher (WIFL 1 1) 

Least Flycatcher (LEFL 1 1) 

Eastern Phoebe (EAPH 1 1) 

Say’s Phoebe (SAPH 4 1) 

Vermilion Flycatcher (VEFL 5 1) 
Ash-throated Flycatcher (ATFL 5 1) 
Great Crested Flycatcher (GCFL 1 1) 
Western Kingbird (WEKI 4 1) 
Eastern Kingbird (EAKI 1 1) 

Gray Kingbird (GRAK 5 2) 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (STFL 3 1) 
Loggerhead Shrike (LOSH 1 1) 
Northern Shrike (NSHR 4 1) 
White-eyed Vireo (WEVI 1 1) 

Bell’s Vireo (BEVI 2 1) 
Yellow-throated Vireo (YTVI 1 1) 
Blue-headed Vireo (BHVI 1 1) 
Philadelphia Vireo (PHVI 1 1) 


Warbling Vireo (WAVI 1 1) 
Red-eyed Vireo (REVI 1 1) 

Blue Jay (BLJA 1 1) 

American Crow (AMCR | 1) 

Fish Crow (FICR 1 1) 

Common Raven (CORA 2 1) 
Horned Lark (HOLA 1 1) 

Purple Martin (PUMA 1 1) 

Tree Swallow (TRES 1 1) 

N. Rough-winged Swallow (NRWS 1 1) 
Bank Swallow (BANS 1 1) 

Cliff Swallow (CLSW 1 1) 

Barn Swallow (BARS 1 1) 

Carolina Chickadee (CACH 1 1) 
Black-capped Chickadee (BCCH 4 1) 
Tufted Titmouse (TUTTI 1 1) 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (RBNU 2 1) 
White-breasted Nuthatch (WBNU 1 1) 
Brown-headed Nuthatch (BHNU 4 1) 
Brown Creeper (BRCR 1 1) 

Rock Wren (ROWR 5 1) 

House Wren (HOWR | 1) 

Winter Wren (WIWR 2 1) 

Sedge Wren (SEWR 2 1) 

Marsh Wren (MAWR 2 1) 

Carolina Wren (CARW | 1) 
Bewick’s Wren (BEWR 4 1) 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (BGGN 1 1) 
Golden-crowned Kinglet (GCKI 1 1) 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (RCKI 1 1) 
Eastern Bluebird (EABL 1 1) 
Mountain Bluebird (MOBL 5 1) 
Veery (VEER 1 1) 

Gray-cheeked Thrush (GCTH 1 1) 
Swainson’s Thrush (SWTH 1 1) 
Hermit Thrush (HETH 1 1) 

Wood Thrush (WOTH 1 1) 
American Robin (AMRO 1 1) 
Varied Thrush (VATH 5 1) 

Gray Catbird (GRCA 1 1) 

Brown Thrasher (BRTH 1 1) 
Northern Mockingbird (NOMO 1 1) 
European Starling (EUST 1 1) 
Cedar Waxwing (CEDW 1 1) 

House Sparrow (HOSP 1 1) 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow (ETSP 5 2) 
American Pipit (AMPI 1 1) 
Evening Grosbeak (EVGR 5 1) 
House Finch (HOFI 1 1) 

Purple Finch (PUFI 2 1) 
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Common Redpoll (CORE 5 1) 
Red Crossbill (RECR 4 1) 
White-winged Crossbill (WWCR 4 2) 
Pine Siskin (PISI 2 1) 

Lesser Goldfinch (LEGO 5 1) 
American Goldfinch (AMGO 1 1) 
Lapland Longspur (LALO 2 1) 
Smith’s Longspur (SMLO 5 2) 
Snow Bunting (SNBU 2 1) 
Green-tailed Towhee (GTTO 5 1) 
Spotted Towhee (SPTO 4 1) 
Eastern Towhee (EATO 1 1) 
Bachman’s Sparrow (BACS 4 2) 
American Tree Sparrow (ATSP 1 1) 
Chipping Sparrow (CHSP 1 1) 
Clay-colored Sparrow (CCSP 3 1) 
Field Sparrow (FISP 1 1) 

Vesper Sparrow (VESP | 1) 

Lark Sparrow (LASP 2 1) 
Sagebrush Sparrow (SABS 5 1) 
Lark Bunting (LARB 5 1) 
Savannah Sparrow (SAVS 1 1) 
Grasshopper Sparrow (GRSP 2 1) 
Henslow’s Sparrow (HESP 2 2) 
LeConte’s Sparrow (LCSP 2 1) 
Nelson’s Sparrow (NESP3 1) 

Fox Sparrow (FOSP 1 1) 

Song Sparrow (SOSP 1 1) 

Lincoln’s Sparrow (LISP 1 1) 
Swamp Sparrow (SWSP | 1) 
White-throated Sparrow (WTSP | 1) 
Harris’s Sparrow (HASP 4 1) 
White-crowned Sparrow (WCSP 1 1) 
Dark-eyed Junco (DEJU 1 1) 
Yellow-breasted Chat (YBCH 1 1) 
Yellow-headed Blackbird (YHBL 4 1) 
Bobolink (BOBO 1 1) 

Eastern Meadowlark (EAME 1 1) 
Western Meadowlark (WEME 3 1) 
Orchard Oriole (OROR 1 1) 
Hooded Oriole (HOOR 5 1) 
Bullock’s Oriole (BUOR 5 1) 
Baltimore Oriole (BAOR 1 1) 
Scott’s Oriole (SCOR 5 1) 
Red-winged Blackbird (RWBL | 1) 
Brown-headed Cowbird (BHCO 1 1) 
Rusty Blackbird (RUBL 1 1) 
Brewer’s Blackbird (BRBL 2 1) 
Common Grackle (COGR 1 1) 
Ovenbird (OVEN 1 1) 


Worm-eating Warbler (WEWA 1 1) 
Louisiana Waterthrush (LOWA 1 1) 
Northern Waterthrush (NOWA 1 1) 
Bachman’s Warbler (BAWA 6 6) 
Golden-winged Warbler (GWWA 2 2) 
Blue-winged Warbler (BWWA 1 1) 
Black-and-white Warbler (BAWW 1 1) 
Prothonotary Warbler (PROW 1 1) 
Swainson’s Warbler (SWWA 2 2) 
Tennessee Warbler (TEWA 1 1) 
Orange-crowned Warbler (OCWA 1 1) 
Nashville Warbler (NAWA 1 1) 
Connecticut Warbler (CON W 2 2) 
Mourning Warbler (MOWA 2 1) 
Kentucky Warbler (KEWA 1 1) 
Common Yellowthroat (COYE 1 1) 
Hooded Warbler (HOWA 1 1) 
American Redstart (AMRE | 1) 

Cape May Warbler (CMWA 1 1) 
Cerulean Warbler (CERW 2 2) 
Northern Parula (NOPA 1 1) 

Magnolia Warbler (MAWA 1 1) 
Bay-breasted Warbler (BBWA 1 1) 
Blackburnian Warbler (BLBW | 1) 
Yellow Warbler (YEWA 1 1) 
Chestnut-sided Warbler (CSWA 1 1) 
Blackpoll Warbler (BLPW 1 1) 
Black-throated Blue Warbler (BTBW 2 1) 
Palm Warbler (PAWA 1 1) 

Pine Warbler (PIWA 1 1) 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (YRWA 1 1) 
Yellow-throated Warbler (YTWA 1 1) 
Prairie Warbler (PRAW 1 1) 
Black-throated Gray Warbler (BTYW 5 1) 
Black-throated Green Warbler (BTNW 1 1) 
Canada Warbler (CAWA 1 1) 

Wilson’s Warbler (WIWA 1 1) 
Summer Tanager (SUTA 1 1) 

Scarlet Tanager (SCTA 1 1) 

Western Tanager (WETA 5 1) 
Northern Cardinal (NOCA 1 1) 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (RBGR 1 1) 
Black-headed Grosbeak (BHGR 5 1) 
Blue Grosbeak (BLGR 1 1) 

Indigo Bunting (INBU 1 1) 

Painted Bunting (PABU 4 1) 
Dickcissel (DICK 1 1) 
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FIELD NOTE 
HURRICANE BIRDS IN KENTUCKY, SEPTEMBER 2017 


Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


The summer and fall of 2017 were active periods for tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean, 
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico. The remnants of four of these systems passed through 
Kentucky. Two brought reports of storm waifs and/or grounded migrants. Reports of those 
birds are summarized below. Information on each tropical cyclone was gleaned from various 
portions of the National Hurricane Center web site. 


Hurricane Harvey 


Harvey formed in the western Atlantic Ocean and reached hurricane status east of the Leeward 
Islands 17 August; it crossed the Caribbean Sea and the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico before 
entering the Gulf of Mexico 23 August and hitting the Texas coast as a major hurricane 26 
August. After sitting on top of southeast Texas for three days, it re-entered the Gulf of Mexico 
and made a second landfall on the western Louisiana coastline 29-30 August. The storm 
quickly lost tropical status, but its remnants moved northeast, entering central Kentucky 2 
September when all the interesting observations of birds were made. 


Most of the birds of interest reported during the passage of the remnants of Harvey were found 
along the Ohio River at Louisville with one additional rare find observed at Lexington, Fayette 
County. Hardly any were thought to be storm waifs, instead most likely being southbound 
migrants grounded by the inclement weather (low clouds, rains, winds) associated with 
the system. 


Shorebirds: The list of shorebirds at the Falls of the Ohio 1-2 September included several 
uncommon species including Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), Ruddy Turnstone 
(Arenaria interpres; 2 September), Sanderling (Calidris alba; 2 September), Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis), Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri; 2 September), and 
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus). Two juveniles of the last species were found 
1 September, but the presence of three there 2 September established a new high fall count 
for the state until the remnants of Irma came through western Kentucky a couple of weeks 
later! Photographs and video of the phalaropes were obtained by Jamie Baker and me 
2 September. 


Sabine’s Gull (Xema_sabini): A juvenile was found at the Falls of the Ohio by Jamie Baker 
early in the morning 2 September and was enjoyed by many during the day; unfortunately, 
it disappeared during the mid-afternoon. Diagnostic photos were obtained by Baker and 
others. Also found 2 September, was another juvenile Sabine’s Gull at Lexington Reservoir 
#4 (Jacobson Park), Fayette County, by Teresa Noel in the late afternoon. Noel was able to 
get some diagnostic video of the bird in flight. 


Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla): A juvenile bird, probably the same individual that 
had been present since 30 August, was seen at the Falls of the Ohio 1 September. Up to six 


juveniles that were probably storm waifs were there 2 September. At least two birds lingered 
at the Falls of the Ohio through 6 September (fide B. Woerner/M. Callan, eBird list). 


Terns: Four species of terns were found at the Falls of the Ohio 2 September; the number of 
each species constantly changed during the day but included peak counts of 43 Caspian Terns 
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(Hydroprogne caspia), 6 Common Terns (Sterna hirundo), 1 Forster’s Tern (Sterna forsteri), 
and 10 Black Terns (Chlidonias niger). 


Hurricane Irma 


Irma formed in the eastern Atlantic Ocean, becoming a hurricane 31 August and a major 
hurricane the following day. The storm devastated many islands as it crossed westward 
through the Caribbean Sea during the first week of September. It then skirted along the 
northern coastline of Cuba before turning northward and crossing the central Florida Keys 
and making final landfall south of Tampa, Florida, 10 September. Irma continued north 
through Florida before the remnants crossed southwest Georgia, middle and north Alabama, 
and middle Tennessee. What remained of the center of low pressure passed across western 
Kentucky during the daylight hours of 13 September, accompanied by some moderate wind 
and light rain showers. 


Almost all the birds of interest reported during the passage of the remnants of Irma were 
found on Kentucky Lake, Livingston/Marshall counties. Included below is a summary of 
interesting observations thought to be related to the passage of the system 13-19 September 
with the following exception: reports of species listed and requiring documentation by 
the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) are included only if they have been fully 
documented and submitted to the KBRC by the time of this writing. Observers associated 
with the 13 September observations on Kentucky Lake included Jamie Baker, Clay Bliznick, 
Hap Chambers, Steve and Teresa Graham, Mark Monroe, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Joshua 
Powell, David Roemer, and Matt Stickel. 


Red-necked_Phalarope_(Phalaropus 
lobatus): One was seen foraging on 


Kentucky Lake from the Little Bear 

Creek boat ramp late in the afternoon 

of 13 September. Earlier in the day, 

a new state record high count of a 

nine individuals was reported by “es : = 

Chambers and Roemer as they flew > a 

by and settled briefly on the lake. It is a | 

unclear if these birds were grounded i 

migrants or had been brought inland y 3 

by the storm. Red-necked Phalaropes — Jefferson, 2 September 2017 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Jaegers: It is believed that at least four individual jaegers were present on Kentucky Lake 
(mostly Marshall County) 13 September with some continuing for nearly a week. During the 
day 13 September, jaegers were seen from two different viewing points, south of Kentucky 
Dam and east and southeast of the mouth of Little Bear Creek.At one point in the late afternoon, 
two individuals were in view from both locations (which are separated by more than three 
miles) at nearly the same time. In the group I was with, observers believed that both Parasitic 
Jaegers (Stercorarius parasiticus) and Long-tailed Jaegers (Stercorarius longicaudus) were 
present 13 September, but we thought that the views were too distant in the suboptimal light 
to be certain of the identification. During subsequent days, close-up views of at least two 
individuals confirmed the identity of single individuals of both species on Kentucky Lake 
above Kentucky Dam (Parasitic 16/18 September, Long-tailed 17/18/19 September). It is 
believed that only these two species were involved (i.e., no Pomarine Jaegers were observed). 
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At least one and possibly two or three jaegers were also viewed on Kentucky Lake from 
Birmingham Point, about seven miles south of the dam, on a few occasions 15-17 September. 
It was unclear if these individuals were the same or different from the birds confirmed near 
the dam during the same period. The unprecedented number of jaegers present on Kentucky 
Lake post-Irma strongly suggests that they had been brought inland (like the Sooty Terns) by 
the storm. 


Sabine’s Gull (Xema sabini): During the mid-morning of 13 September, a juvenile was found 
by Chambers and Roemer over Kentucky Lake south of the dam as it was being harassed 
by a jaeger. Others present subsequently were able to get on the bird; it was seen at a great 
distance, but the distinctive flight pattern was apparent to everyone. Unfortunately, it was not 
seen after an initial period of being in view for about 30 minutes. 


Sooty Tern — Marshall, 13 September 2017 
Jamie Baker 


Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus): At least two adult birds were seen foraging and flying 
over the lake from Kentucky Dam from mid-morning to mid-afternoon 13 September. At one 


point, three adults were seen at the same time by Chambers, Powell, and Roemer. Photographs 
of one of the individuals were obtained by several people during the day. Sooty Terns are one 
of the species most likely to be blown in with landfalling hurricanes, and these individuals 
were certainly of pelagic origin. 


Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens): A full week after the remnants of Irma crossed 
Kentucky, Scott Barrett, a Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources employee at the Minor 


Clark Fish Hatchery, reported the brief sighting of a frigatebird flying over the hatchery on the 
afternoon of 20 September. As luck would have it, Lexington photographer Earl Raglin was 
present, and Barrett encouraged him to photograph the bird. Raglin forwarded the photos to 
Barrett who forwarded them to me the following day. Barrett included the following summary 
of the observation with the photos: 


The bird was unusually large and graceful in flight, much larger wingspan than anything 
I had ever observed. The size was what first caught my eye. It was entirely black, with no 
other obvious marks of color, indicating an adult male. It was flying over one of our goldfish 
ponds here at Minor E. Clark Fish Hatchery. The wings were distinctly angular and pointed. 
The deeply forked tail and de-curved bill were also obvious field marks. The most impressive 
thing about the bird was the ease in which it flew. It was so elegant and graceful for its 
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size. I observed it effortlessly snatch a 
couple of goldfish from the surface of 
the pond before it gained altitude and 
disappeared. 


The all-black plumage of _ this 
frigatebird would appear to confirm the 
identification as Magnificent. If accepted 
by the KBRC, it will constitute a long- 
overdue first state record. 


The remnants of two additional tropical 

cyclones crossed Kentucky during 2017. 

Magnificent Frigatebird (male) — Rowan, 20 September 2017 The relatively weak remnants of Tropical 

Earl Raglin : 

Storm Cindy crossed from southwest to 

east during the last week of July without 

reports of storm waifs. Later in the season, the remnants of Hurricane Nate, which made 

landfall on the Alabama coastline 7 October, crossed the southeastern portion of Kentucky. No 

storm waifs were reported in Kentucky during this event, but Tennessee observers found the 
state’s second Black-capped Petrel (Pterodroma hasitata) in less than a month’s time! 


8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222 (brainard@mindspring.com). 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund. html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Applications for 2018 scholarships are due 31 January 2018. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 
scott.marsh@twc.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 


kate .slankard@ky.gov. 
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Lc ataaheh evene tara hee wat 
‘aggre 


| “ac 8 ma 
1. American Kestrels (fledglings) — Jefferson, 10 June 2017, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; 2. Henslow’s Sparrow — 


Anderson, 19 June 2017, Stephanie Turner; 3. Yellow-billed Cuckoo — Oldham, 5 June 2017, Terri Lusk; 4. Brown 
Pelican — Allen, 11 July 2017, Jeff Sole; 5. White Ibis — Wayne, 27 June 2017, Ray Bontrager 


